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Mrs. SUSANNAH, 
„ * i / 

AND 
y 

Mrs. ANN STEPHENS. 

Ladies, 

IT falling to my Share to burn 

the Papers of your late Uncle s 

Family, my Curiofity led me, be¬ 

fore I committed them to the Flames, 

to look into the Caufes of their De¬ 

cay and Ruin ; and, finding feveral 

ftriking CircUmftances, 1 minuted 

fuch of them as feemed to be mofl^ 

worthy of Notice; as well from the 

earlieft Account of them> before that 
a <. Eftate 
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E/late was haftily got by your great 

Grandfather, as to the Time of its 

being fpent, and after, to the total 
Subverfion of the Family. 

And, upon Perufal of the Fads 

which were colleded, I found No¬ 

thing fo uncommon or extraordinary 

in the Thread of that Life, which 

was cut Short before the Bufinefs of 

Heaping was accomplished, as to 

have made it worth while to leave 
any Memoirs relating to him, or to 

thofe from whom he defcended, 

though They might have better de- 
ferved it. 

But what moftly engaged my At¬ 

tention, was the uncommon Beha¬ 

viour of his Grandfon, who appears 

to have been determined to go thro* 

Life 
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Life in one dired Line; to which 

Refolution he adhered, perhaps be¬ 

yond any Example of the Age in 

which he lived; infomuch that, if 

the next fhould refine upon this, as 

this has done upon the laft, it will 

be no more believed, in the Country 

to which his Birth was an Honour, 

that fuch a Man ever exifted, than 

it is elfewhere, that Jefus Chrtjl was 

the Son of God* 
f . J. 4 J ' 

It is not meant fi> to extol his Ta¬ 

lents, as to compare them with thofe 

fuppofed to excel, whether in Learn¬ 

ing, Wifdom orValour: However,tho’ 

he feems to have aimed at the Nega¬ 

tive Charader, of doing no Wrong; 

and tho’ he ftoopednot for Honour or 

Riches, in the Church or the Field, 

nor at the Bar or the Royal-Exchange, 

yet 
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yet it does not appear, that he wag 

either a Knave or a Fool. But, it 

is too arduous aTafk for me to write irt 

Defence of a Perfon’s Condudl, who 

ipent his Efiate in doing what he 

did really and truly believe was 

right. 

* \ \ % a . j 

What can be offer’d in behalf of 

the unpardonable Sin of Poverty in 

the Age of Pint us f And when of fix 

Politicians (in their great Wifdom 

and Care, and on the nioJf ma¬ 

ture Deliberation of the State of their 

Country, and a thorough Scanning, 

of the Addons of Minifters) five 

fhall be exclaiming againft that in¬ 

fernal Race, that was extirpated be¬ 

fore the Nation was plunged over 

Head and Ears? Now what, in the 

Name of Nonfenfe, have the Omif- 

fions, 
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lions, of any Set of Men, to do with 

thofe who were murdered an Hun¬ 

dred Years ago? But in Juftification 

of that Murder, and all its hopeful 

Confequences, it is faid, if it had 

not been committed, the Regicide 

himfelf would have been executed; 

which is undoubtedly convincing, if 

not admitting the Argument.. 

But here lies the Affair; the Five 

are Slaves to——What? The prefent 

Power—No Matter in whofe Hands 

it lies. They fhall vote for Place¬ 

men, and wonder at the Sums which 

They vote ; and if one of thefe be 

told, that he is inconliftent, in fay¬ 

ing one Thing and doing another ; 

or asked why he himfelf voted for 

one whom he knew to be biaffed ? 
, / 

he frankly confeffes that to be his 

own 
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own Cafe indeed ; and alks if you 

do not think him a Fool that does 

not take Care of himfelf.—To be 

fure—He has a Family. And if you 

happen to hit a Blot of his Patron ; 

Sir, his Lordlhip is my Friend—and 

General Hopfon had his Advocates, 

when I foretold the Honour and Pro* 

fit of the laft Expedition of all, 

where he commanded, and where 

he died like him {elf. 

And yet this Sort of Admiration 

happens every Day, among thole 

whofe In ter eft is to give Way to 

Nothing; and in Excule for them-^ 

lelves and their Friends, they plead 

the Words of St. Paul; But if any 

provide not for his own, and efpe- 

dally for thofe of his own Houfe> 

hath denied the Faithy and is worfe 

than 
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than an Infidel. Let then thefe Mur- 

murers ferioufly confider too, as a 

learned Divine expreffes himfelf, to 

this or the likeEffed; namely, He 

that has Regard only to his own, is 

little better than an Inf delr, and per™ 
haps the Wonder may ceafe ; for it 

may juftly be queftioned, whether 

the Apoftle meant that any fhould 

provide for his own, at the Expence 

of Others. 

However, Extremes are always 

wrong ; and as it is fufficient, that 

one Man does the Bufmefs of One; 

it muff be granted, that the Gentle¬ 

man who did more, muft have been 

wrong; as appears by the Event, 

which is the common, tho’ fome- 

times unfair, Way of judging. But, 

yet, as his own Family and his very 

b ' Creditors, 
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Creditors, a malicious One excepted 

honoured Lis Virtues, from a Senfe 

t at his Debts exceeded Lis Effeds 

m n° very large Sum; andfincethey 

cenfured him not, as one of diflio- 

nourable Intentions, who befides 

fhou Id prefume to blame his Condud? 

Surely, not thofe in the Country 

which he ferved atthe Expence of his 

Eftate, much lefs have a Set of Men, 

to whom he more immediately owed 

his Rum, a Right to reproach that 

Name, which it would better become 

them to vindicate. 

f He met with better Treatment in 

Scotland and elfewhere • for not- 

withftanding he ftretched the Credit 

of the Tork-Buildings Company, to 

fuch a Length as there are few In- 

ftances of, yet the People lamented 

the 
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the Lofs of him: And, recovering 

himfelf, after he had made a Slip 

in Georgia, he was reftored to Fa¬ 

vour by a People,who would other- 

wife have very juftly hated him, for 

abufing that Confidence which they 

had repos’d in him. 
* 

i 4. % f ■ 

’Tis Pity, methinks, but thofe in 

this Country, in whom as much 

Confidence has been placed, with 

greater Power, had as much Relb- 

lution for reafoning on Inexpedien¬ 

ces: But — in Spite of the Tyrant- 

paflions and Cuftom, we are faid to 

be free Agents, and fome had ra¬ 

ther live Great, than die fo. 

It is not my Intention, however, 

to delineate a perfect Man, though 

Repentance, in fome Senfe, comes 

b 2 next 
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next to Inedibility; but yet, as his 

lining Qualifications were not fo 

well remembered as his Failings, it 

may be juftly faid, to thofe for 

whom he facrfficed his Intereft, as 

the Pruffian Officer did of his 

-h.ingj in a Country not more famed 

for Politenefs than Wifdom, when 

fome were treating the Lofs of a 

Victory of his, with more Wit than 

good Breeding, fays he, “ The 

King of P ruff a is but a Man ; 

but you have not fueh another.” 

And therefore to refcue Mr. Ste¬ 

phens^ Name is but an Ad of Jus¬ 

tice due to his Memory; tho’ the 

throwing together the Fads com¬ 

ped in the following Sheets may 

likewife be of Ufe to the Orphans 

his Defendants, as it may hereafter 

affift them in Defence of their in¬ 

nocent 
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nocent Poverty, when attacked by 

infolent Riches. 

Not being (killed in Chronology 

myfelf, or believing you fo diftem- 

per’d with Family pride, as to de¬ 

rive Virtue from Pedigree, I have 

gone no farther back, than theTime 

which the Papers I found will war¬ 

rant; for, notwithftanding the late 

Mr. Greene of the Heralds Office 

could demonflrate by their Arms, 

that they were a Family in Corn- 

wall, long before they came into 

Hamptfhire\ yet it being foreign 

both to my Buftnefs and Deftgn, to 

adjuft that important Affair, I mu ft 

beg leave to refer thofe to Heraldry, 

whofe Curioftty may lead them ei¬ 

ther to know more, or to difpute fo 

much of their Antiquity. 

Thefe 
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Thefe being my Motives for pub- 

ltibtng this Hiftory, though with¬ 

out Order, Style, Language, or In- 

vention to recommend it, I yet hone 

It will not be unintelligible nor un- 

entcrtaining to you ; or unaccepta- 

ble to Some on account of its Bulk. 

If I had thought it fo well worth 

the Attention of the Publick as to 

have made a Penny of it, I fhould 

have endeavoured at it for the Sake 

of the diilreiled Infants, the poor 

Remnant of the Family; to whofe 

Ufe the Profits fhould have been ap¬ 

plied : But herein am I difappoin- 

ted, being focompleatly undone, by 

that infernal Spirit which may ruin 

the Nation, that I live only whilfi: 

Creditors, not properly mine, are 

pleafed to forbear 5 and therefore 
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may venture to promife never more 

to attempt to do good in this Life, 

tho’ I fmcerely am, and fhall always 

remain, 

Affe&ionate Friend, 

and Humble Servant, 

£The Author 
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William Stephens, Efq; 

CHAP. I. 
Some Account of his Predecejfors, and how 

the EJiate was got. 

Family from whence Mr. 

Stephens defcended,does notap- 

H'A T pear, from any Evidences they 

have taken Care to preferve, 

to be very antient; as we cannot trace them 

with any Certainty, farther back, than the 
A Year 



jCai '/88; at which Time, Audrey, Wi- 

, 7 Stephens, Yeoman, is found 
to have made a Purchale of the Farm and 

Par d f t' - °r °f Samefm- in *e Parjih of Milton, and County of Southcmp. 

ton, from Ed-ward Lev,,, of Winch™, in 

he Pa, ,lh of ChriJI-Chunh, from whence 

ie\vas filled of Barneton. The Family 

however, were long before poffeffed rf 

Lands and Wealth, in the Neighbourhood 

ty Lyimngton and Chrijl-Church, particular- 

iy of Cock-Crouch, then a confiderable Farm 

near the faid Manor. And on a Mar¬ 

riage betwixt Richard, the Grandfon of 

Awdrey, whom her Son Richard had by 

Elizabeth his Wife, Daughter of Robert 

Dokman of Norris, in the Pari/h of 

pngham, and Me of Wight, that Farm was 

fettled on Richard Stephens, after the Death 

of Joan Doleman, his Mother-in-Law, on 

Condition that the Father of Richard ’Ste¬ 

phens conveyed to him his Rectory and By thes 

in the Pari/h of Milton; together with his 

Ivands in Iiameton and feveral Tenements • 

whicn took Place in the Year 1633, and 

fir (I 
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iirft gave the Family of Stephens a Footing 

in the Ifle of Wight. 
Richard had three more Sons by his Wife 

Elizabeth; William., who was enter d of the 

Middle Demple, and Henry, who was brought 

up a Merchant. Both thefe Brothers arri¬ 

ved at fome Eminence in their refpeftivc 

Purfuits; yet fuch was the Reverfe of their 

Fortunes and Difpofitions, that the one faw 

himfelf ftripped of the fairefc Fruits of his 

Induftry by that Party, under which the 

other, in the fulled; Security, and with a- 

mazing Rapidity, was laying a Foundation 

for very ample Pofieffions; for he died poi- 

felfed of upwards of 12001. per Ann. in the 

Forty-firft Year of his Age ; though he had 

lived in Splendor. David, the Youngell, 

lived with his eldeft Brother Richard, and 

took the Charge and Management of the 

Eftate for him. 
The firft Thing remarkable of Wtlliam, 

whom we mentioned to have acquired, and 

left behind him fuch an Eftate in a very few 

Years; and whom, in 1639, we find fome 

Times ftiled William Stephens of DcBors 
* ^ 2 Com- 
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Commons; and at Others, of the Middle 

'Temple, Efq- was his Marriage that Year 

with Ann, Daughter of-- Redman, and 

Widow of Edward Herbert, of the Ifle of 
Wight, Gentleman. 

She was young, and no lefs remarkable 
for the Beauty and Comelinefs of her Perfon, 

than for the rare Endowments of the Mind! 

She had great Eloquence, and a becoming 

Firmnefs and Refolution ; as an Indance of 

which, we are told, that the undertook to 

plead her own Caufe, in a Suit depending 

between her Brother- in-Law and her, and 

that with fuch Succefs, that the obtained a 

Decree for her Jointure, which was depu¬ 

ted. Whether the Civilian had affilfed in 

the Recovery of it does not appear; but that 

he was not long in getting Poffeffion is cer¬ 

tain ; for we find Thomas, Brother and Ex¬ 

ecutor of Edward Herbert, giving Security 

in his Name for 178/. exprefsly faid to be 

Part of her Jointure ; in a few Months af¬ 

ter, when the wrote her Name Ann Ste- 

The 
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The next Step of any Note, was that of 

his being ele&ed Recorder of Newport. In 

1642, the Earl of Pembrooke, then Gover¬ 

nor, appointed him Steward and Bailiff Qi 

the Ifle of Wight; and in 1644, made him 

Wood-ward and Verdurer of New Forefi, of 

which the Earl was Lord Warden. In 1645* 

he appointed him alfo Receiver of the Rents 

of Sutton Marjh, in Lincolnjhire-, and 

Steward of his Lordfhip s Mknors, Lands 

and Tenements, in Wiltjhire, Somerfetpre, 

Dorfet, Kent, Glamorgan, and Monmouth- 

pire. In 1646, he was appointed Deputy 

Steward, under his Lordfhip, of the Bifliop- 

rick of Winchejler. In 1647, the Earl, to¬ 

gether with Lord Herbert, nominated him 

one of the Commiffiones to let, fet, and fell, 

certain Eftates within the Manors of Hack¬ 

ney and Stepney in Middlefex. In 1649, the 

Dean and Canons of Windfor, appointed 

William Stephens, of New Sarum, Efq; by 

them fliled, to be Steward of all their Lord- 

fhips. Manors, Lands and Tenements ; 

quam diu fe bene gejjerit. In 1650, he was 

ordered, by the Committee for removing 
Ob- 
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Obftrudions, to report the Matter of Com¬ 

plaint of Alexander Cleeve, of Btunfden Place 

touching Goods and Chattels taken from him 

by the Earl of E£ex, in marching his Army 

towards Newbury. In ,65,, the Chan_ 

cellor, Mailers and Scholars of Oxford, in 

full Convocation, created William Stephens 

one of the Judges of the High Court of Ad ’ 

miralty, a Dodor of Civil Law, by Diploma. 

And the Commiihoners of forfeited Eftates 

appointed him Steward of feveral Manors. 

It does not appear, when he was firlt eleded 

n°r for what Place, though in a Grant of 

Adminiifration of his Brother’s Goods, by 

the Keepers of the Liberty of England\ in 

tiie fame Year, he was ftiled a Member of 

Parliament of the Common-wealth , proba¬ 

bly for Newport, the chief Place of his Refi- 

dence. 

Such was the Number and Order of the 

feveral honourable and lucrative Polls he 

enjoyed, which it may eafily be conceived, 

furmlhed him with the Means and Oppor¬ 

tunities of making many advantageous Pur- 

chafes, 
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chafes, and amaffing the Eftate before-men¬ 

tioned in fo fhort a Space of Time. 

His firft Purchafe, among many of lefs 

confiderable Notice, was of many Meffuages 

in Brijlol for 3000/. His next, the Manor 

of Chippin-Ongar in EJfex. Then that of 

the Manfe of the Deanry of Salijbury, pur- 

chafed of the Eruftees for abolijhing Deans, 

and Chapters. A Moiety of the 30th Part 

of the Privileges of the Company of Mineral 

and Battery-works; and a Moiety of the 

24th of the Mines-rcyal. Several Lands, 

alfo, to the Value of 3000/. were purchafed 

by him in the Name of his Brother Richard\ 

of Maids Moreton, in the County of Bucks, 

Efq; He purchafed, alfo, the Redory and 

Parfonage of Hackney, with the Manor of 

Grumbolds, paying, on a Life of 31 Years, 

1001. per Ann. Llad a Grant of the Baili¬ 

wick of the Manors of Stebun-heath and 

Hackney, in Middlefex; and of all Fines, 

Profits, &c. known by the Name of Green- 

twax, in thofe Manors. He agreed for the 

Scite and Demefne-lands of the Manor of 

Woodperry, in Oxfordjhire, entered into a 

Bond 
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Bond of 1200/. to perform Covenants, and 

paid 600/. Fine to New College for the fame, 

lie piirchafed the Manor of Barton for 

2000I. and the Manor of Bowcombe for 

8000/. both in the Ifle of Wight. Befides 

thefe, he had a large Intereft in other confi- 

derabie Places in Hampfhire, as well as elfe- 

where, too many to be inferted. 

Thefe Particulars fufficiently Mew what 

were the Principles and Politics of the Man; 

and though it is not pretended to juftify his 

Dealing in the Spoils of the Church, of 

which he profeffed himfelf a Member, and 

in whofe Communion he died ; and which 

indicates fuch a Compliance with the Times, 

as Mews, he had not a juft Abhorrence of 

a Caufe, which was founded in Rebellion, 

and involved his Country in fo many Mife- 

ries and Calamities; yet, confidered in pri¬ 

vate Life, whether as the Hufband, Father, 

Friend, or Neighbour, he was poflelfed of as 

many amiable Qualities as moil Men. He 

was moderate in his Principles, in great E- 

fteem with truly good and pious Men, up- 

right in the Adminiftration of luftice, very 

con- 
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conftant and devout himfelf in private and 

public Worfhip; keeping up a ftridt Older 

in his Family, with a regular Obfervance 

among them, and Difcharge of all religious 

Duties y his Advice and Affiftance were ne¬ 

ver with-held from the Diftrefled, and on 

the Poor he beftowed with a liberal Hand* 

Notwithstanding his Connections with, 

and Adherence to a Party, whofe Meafures 

were fubverfive of the Religion and Govern¬ 

ment of their Country, and which will 

therefore fix an indelible Blot upon his Me¬ 

mory; he feems to have had the Virtue, as 

neither to have betrayed his Truft, nor to 

have gone fuch Lengths to procure Favour, 

as the ufurped and fadtious Authority, under 

which he adted, would have warranted; or 

he might unqueftionably have faved his Bro¬ 

ther from that Ruin,* which his Loyalty to 

B his 

* His Cafe, as dated and called by himfelf, in 1652. 
( 

A Jhort Narrative of the Sufferings of HENRf 
STEPHENS, Merchant, by the Common-Wealth 
and Parliament of England. 

The Parliament’s Shipps having taken fome French 
VeiPels, in Satisfa&ion thereof, in 1649, the French 
did feize, deteyne, and keep the faid Henry Stephens's 

Goods, 
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his Prince in a good Meafure drew on him ; 

for we find, that the Sentiments and Affec¬ 

tions of a Brother, notwithftanding the Op- 

pofition of their Principles, were not extin¬ 

guished in his Breaft, as he contributed large¬ 

ly to his Support out of his Pocket. 

Within a \ ear after the TJJiirper s Deceafe 

died the DoElor, not without leaving his E- 

flate involved to the Amount of 4809/. and 

upwards. Among other Particulars of the 

Demands thereon was the Sum of 1009/. 

Uae to TVilliarn TJrry, formerly his Servant, 

and afterwards ftiled of the Middle Temple, 

*Gen- 

Goods, Wares and Merchandize, to the Value of 
hooc/. at one Time ; and did afterwards feize upon 
his Perfon and Papers alfo; for the Difcharge whereof 
he expended to the Value of 1500/. but could procure 
only his own Liberty and Enlargement. 

In the f me Year, he purchafed, and laded on 
board a Shipp of his own in Ireland, a Quantity of Salt- 
Hides, to the Value of 21 co/. which the Lords- Jufti- 
ces and Council for Ireland took for their Ufe, and 
gave him a Bill for 1400/. to be paid in England at 
Sight; 500/. of which, after tedious Sollicitations, 
were charged upon the Credit of Deans and Chapters- 
Lands, which he fold for 300/. and the remaining 900/. 
being fettled upon fuch Delinquents Eftates, as could 
be difcovered at Haberdajher s-Hall, he was forced to 
take 250/. and there remained 400/. in the Treafurer’s 
Hands at Haberdajher s-Hall 

Jn 1651, he had a Shipp named the Young JVhale, 

laden 
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Gentleman ; who, we may prefume, in his 

Mailer’s Time, as we find after it, did not 

forego any Opportunity of lithing in trou¬ 

bled Water, and talcing all Advantages of 

the Times and Perfons he had to do with. 

The Widow, however, managed her Af¬ 

fairs with fo much Prudence and Occono- 

my, as to leave among her younger Chil¬ 

dren, not lefs than 4250/. together with an 

admirable Character. 

The Dottor had feveral Children, of 

whom William, the eldefl Son, fucceeded 

to the Eftate, incumbered as we have men- 

* B 2 tioned, 

laden with Wines, which being forced from her Moor- 
jng, by a Shipp that ran foul of her in the Downes, and 
loftno- her Anchors, was neceffitated to run into Lee- 

Road for Safe-guard of Goods and Men, was there 
violently feized on by 20 Souldiers, and being carried 
into the Port of London, was feized by Officers ot the 
Cuftoms, and informed againft in the Exchequer ; 
where the Informants would neither let go the Ship 

and Cargo upon Bail, nor proceed to Tryal, but forced 
the faid Henry Stephens to pay to the Common-wealth 

and Informants 3500/. contrary to Law, Equity and 

Conference. , _ ,« 
The faid Henry Stephens, and Part-owners, had a 

Shipp, named the Ann and Joyce, of 300 Tons and 32 
Pieces of Ordnance, taken into the Parliament s bei- 

vice ; for which there is due from the Trealurer or sic 
Navy 7000/. and upwards; great Part whereol be¬ 

longs to the faid Henry Stephens• 
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tioned, and, being difappointed in Love, 

haftily married Elizabeth, Daughter of Hen¬ 

ry Hillary, a Grafier, in Dorfetjhire. Her 

Portion, which was but 3000/. the Educa¬ 

tion and Life of a Gentleman, and the Em¬ 

ployments he filled, were far from being the 

mold likely Methods of making, or retriev¬ 

ing a hoi tune. His firib Employment, which 

ferved to divert his Application from dome- 

flic Concerns, was that of a Captain’s Com- 

miffion in the Militia, under Lord Culpeper, 

Governor of the Ijle of Wight. After which, 

he was fucceflively promoted to the feveral 

Ranks or Major, Lieut. Colonel, andColonel, 

by the fubfequent Governor, Sir Rob. Holmes. 

And what in no Ways mended the Matter, 

in the Year 1684, the merry Monarch, 

L*ng Chat Its mufl knight hitn^ but, to give 

Sir William his Due, this Honour chaorined 

him j for he not only complained of the 

Expence he had been already at in fervirw 

tne Public, the Militia being then kept up 

in that Country with Spirit 5 but declared, that 

he did not expedt that an empty Title, with 

its expenfive Appendages, was to have been 

made 
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made the Reward of his Services. Sir Ro¬ 

bert Holmes, to make him fome Amends, 

propofed afterwards, in 1689, to make him 

his Deputy; which, it is (aid, Sir William 

immediately rejected, thanking the Gover¬ 

nor for a Feather in his Cap for one Day, 

which might adorn that of another the next i 

and therefore refilled any Thing lefs than 

the King’s Commiffion ; which was aftei- 

wards granted him, and he was the firft 

Lieutenant-Governor of that Ifland. But 

this Promotion, tho’ a lucrative one, being 

of but a ihort Duration, was far from extrica¬ 

ting him from his Difficulties ; for now his 

whole Time was taken up betwixt his new 

Employment, added to the foregoing, and 

parliamentary Attendance, where he ferved 

for the Borough of Newport. And when 

the Time came for a Change, neither his 

Punduality or Integrity was of any Avail; 

for Lord Cutts, being appointed Governor, 

upon the Death of Sir Robert Holmes, 

writes to the Lieutenant Governor, “ That 

he has chofen a new One, not out of any 

« Unkindnefs to him, whom he ajures of 
CC hir 
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“ b*S Frsen3JMp upon all Occafwm •' w 

1‘ * rCfqUireS °ne ,hat M have «, 

.. Z Z Z ‘° “ind- but refide alwaj^ 
„ 3 . ' aft e' and give hinifelf wholly up 

O it. It mull be obferved, that Sir Wil¬ 

liam s Houle being within a Mile of the Ca- 

e, e fpent more Time there than his Sue- 
cellor. 

From long Experience and Perfuafion of 

the Folly of engaging in public Affairs, to 

the JNiegledt and Dilution of one’s private 

ortune, he admonilhed his eldeft Son, but 

a little before his Death, « never to have 

“ any Thing to do with the Public, if he 

could avoid it with Honour.” He did 

not long furvive this Period s for he died 

fuddenly at Newport, in 1697, leaving be¬ 

hind him two Sons, William and Richard, 

and a Daughter, whofe incomparable Vir¬ 

tues are, to this Day, remembered by fome 

of Sher bourne, in Dorfetjhire; where the 

married Mr. Hodges, an honelt Gentleman 

of lmall Effate. She died at Bath of the 

Small-pox, in the Thirty-fixth Year of her 

Age, without Iffue. Richard was brought 
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up a Phyfician, and was no lefs eminent for 

his Learning and medical Knowledge, than 

remarkable for his great Indolence, being, 

what is called, an abfent Man. 

Some Inftances which occur led, particu¬ 

larly two, in his younger Life, will ferve to 

mark the Man; the One, his Anfwer to the 

Provoft of Queens, who was joking him, 

when he had fet his Chambeis on Fire. 

“ Fear not, Sir, I’ll build tne College again. 

The Other, when of All Souls, having fo 

entirely forgot a public Exercife he was to 

hold, or the Day of it, that he nad not be¬ 

gun to write his Notes, till put in Mind, 

by feeing the Students go by his Window 

to the ‘Theatre, yet came oft with Applaufe. 

And fuch Cures did he perform in his Prac¬ 

tice, as gained him the greateft Reputation; 

particularly in the Cafe of a Gentleman to 

whom he was fent for, from Wtnchejler, 

where he lived, to Oxford; where the Pa¬ 

tient had lain feventeen Days in an Inflam¬ 

mation and Obftruaion in his Bowels, and 

without Relief, till he prefcribed, contrary 

to the Opinion of other emienent Phyficians. 
Yield- 
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Yielding to the Opinion of the moft able In 

Hampjhire, he fent his own Child to Brijiol, 

who died within a Week, as he foretold! 

A Lady, unfoi tun ate in Abortions, and who 

had no Hopes of Life, under the Care of a 

gi eat Knight in London, was recovered by 

him, and had a Son, whom the Father uied 

to call the Doff or % Boy, and who is, at this 

L>ay, a hi fry Baronet, and Father of Chil¬ 

dren. Tis faid, that he never had but two 

Patients, who died in the Small-pox, tho’ 

he had great Practice ; in which his Negleft 

was tne only Complaint againft him; except 

that of a Lady in the Vapours, for ordering 

of no Medicines; with whom he expoftu- 

lated, till, it may be faid, he both recover¬ 

ed, and loft his Patient; for alking in a 

Manner, not fuiting her Delicacy, “ What 

is it to you, if I cure you with white 

" P“'cad and Butter ?” She fo refented it, 

as to forbid his Coming again; happily keep¬ 

ing up her Spirits, without the Help of 

Drugs, or the Doff or ; who did not greatly 

promote the Sale of them; for he had a Sort 

or Dalike to three Profeiftons, viz. ylpo- 

the- 
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thecaries, Attornies, and Bankers. As he 

advanced in Years, he grew unwed ny, b>nng 

fo corpulent, as to load the Chariot he rode 

in, and regardlefs of Buiinels, as to lofe 

very great Opportunities again in London. 

His- Time was fo entirely devoted to Books 

and Amufements, that None of his great and 

good Friends, of whom he had many, could 

prevail with him to give due Attendance, 

where they recommended him; not even 

Sir James Worfely, who loved him as a 

Brother. At laft, he carried the fame Tem¬ 

per to Dublin, where his old Friend Dr. 

Cobb, Biffiop of Kildare, took him in Hand to 

as little Purpofe; for he died in 1735, leav¬ 

ing two Daughters, with fmall. Fortunes j 

who, without his Failings, inherit his Vir¬ 

tues ; among which, true Piety and extreme 

good Nature ffiould not be forgot. 

The Mother of this Gentleman was not 

flhort of any of the Family in good Senfe ; 

for Inftance, though fire was Lady Stephens, 

yet being a right Weft-country Houicwife, 

it was with Difficulty, that her Hufband 

could prevail on her tovifit London, of which 

C Flace 
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I’lace the had entertained not the moft fa- 

\ curable Opinion j but, when the came thi¬ 

ther, and law how lively People appeared, 

and how induftrioully they were employed, 

Ihe con felled herfelf agreeably difappointed, 

faying, “ every Body here is doing Some¬ 

thing,” of which the Louts did not want 

the Hearing, when lire returned into the 
Country. 

’* H! 

CHAP. II. 

lie Birth and Education of William Stephens. 
Efq; with his ConduSi, until the EJlate 
wasJpent. 

ff/1LLM STEPHENS, E% 
who fpent what was left of the Eftate 

by his Father Sir William, who had let 

too much of it flip through his Fingers, was 

born at Bowcombe, in the IJle of Wight, on 

Jan. 28, 1671, O.S. He was in Efteem 

with People of Falhion, whilft a Boy, for 

his 
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his manly Senfe and Carriage, and with the 

lower Sort of People, for his Affability and 

good Nature; even the Servant, who was 

called to receive his Commands, thinking 

himfelf favoured and happy in the Execu¬ 

tion of them. It is faid, that an old Houfe- 

keeper, who had the Management of a very 

large Dairy, left him a Butter-tub, full of 

Money, at her Death; which, howfoever, 

perhaps not ftrialy true, may ferve, among 

many other Inftances, to ihew, that the 

Foundation of his Ruin was laid by Others, 

long before he came of Age; when he 

fcarce knew what it was to be contradided 

neither. _ 
His Education was fuch as fuited his Ge¬ 

nius, which abhorred any Thing unmanly; 

therefore, not delighting much m Accom- 

plilhments of a fofter Nature, Inch as Dan¬ 

cing, Drawing, &c. it was employed in the 

Claffics, Fencing, Riding, and other man¬ 

ly Exercifes. He went through Wmcbejter 

School (where he was Commoner) with 

fuch Facility as to have had Abundance of 

Time to himfelf; and a numerous Acquain- 
q 2 tance 
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tance he made there, which Med for Life. 

Fiom Winchefier, he was lent to King’s Col- 

,e£ejn Cambridge; not from any Diflike to 

Csjoid, bus that he might not be too near 
Tr Tr~ Tr- * -a -» rn 

William, the Son of Dr. Filth, his'Coufm 

and School-fellow, who was of New College, 

and of more Wit and Learning, than Dif- 

cretion. This Precaution, however prudent 

m Sir IVilliam, was fo far unneceflary, as 

we find Filth regardlefs of the Value, or 

VPant or Money, that the Geniules of the 

two young Gentlemen were totally diffimi- 

iar; for One fet no Bounds to his Extrava¬ 
gance, whdft the Other was lb remarkable 

an Occonomift, as to keep a regular Ac¬ 

count, from theT. ime of his being a School¬ 

boy, of his Receipts and Dilburfements j 

and ir he ever exceeded, fome plaufible 

Iccalbn appeared to have been given for it. 

Put his Kinfman was often engaged in 

Scrapes of one Kind or other; and feems to 

have been as little Icrupulous how he p*ot in¬ 

to Debt, as he appears to have been uncon¬ 

cerned, when he could fend, in a Vein of 

Humour and Pleafantry, to his Friend to 

come 
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come and fee him in his handfome Lodgings; 

and at the fame Time tell him, he is at a 

Lofs how to pay for them. What he wiote,* 
whilft 

* Landlady, feeing Nothing come, 
Takes out a Writ, and fees a Bum, 
And, to make Good the Pay of Quarters, 

Calls in th’ Aflidance of the Tartars; 
And at my Chamber-door, confound her . 

Places a four and twenty Pounder. 
I, the mean Time, poor, fuddling Sinner ! 

Sufpedfed no fuch Treach’ry in her ; 
But about Nine, in Morning waking. 
With Head for lad Night’s Claret aching. 
To Chamber-door, my Worfhip wagging, 
Thruft back the Bolt, and call’d for Flaggin. 
But fee, what damn’d Misfortunes follow. 

My thus debafing noble Swallow ! 
Defcend to Sin, fo low as fmall Beer . 
A Curfe, for Time to come, on all Beer. 
For ’dead of honed Wench, call’d Chnjtian, 

In deps, a heathenifh Philijiian, 
And cries your fervant Mader P--—s? 
Againd your Worfhip, Sir, this Writ is. 
Then you may judge, I dood like Fool here. 

And wanted no fmall Beer for cooler. 

However I, to make the bed 
Of what is bad, cry’d, whofeArreJl? 

For that’s aQuedion poor Defendant, 
Makes to the Bailiff his Attendant: 
Sir, it's at the Suit of one you know well, 
Tour Landlady, old Mrs. Powell. 

• A trifling Adtion, cries the Varlet, 
For one, like you, in Stockings fcarlet, 
Who makes fo noble an Appearance ; 
I could have wifh’d (he’d had forbearance ; 
But four and twenty Pound, faid Bum, Sir j ■ 
An mconfiderahle Sum, Sir : 

% 

When 
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whilfl in Cuflody, to a Club, of which he 

was a Member, will ferve as a Specimen of 
his Humour. 

Nothing can be offered in Excufe for this 

Sort of Behaviour; though his Vivacity was 

fo great, that it was with Difficulty he could 

lay a fide his Gaiety, even upon grave Sub¬ 

jects ; as appears upon another Occafion ■* 

When in comes B- 

And thus addre/Tes Man in Diftrefs, 
Sir, it is in vain to Rand here prating 

for7our Lodging and for Eating 
Money s the I hing i want, for Words 
1 hey Jignify no more than T 

A /T 1 * mm 

of Houfe the Milfrefs^ 

Your Mother’s rich, your Brother’preaches, 
Ui Lombard-flreet f among the Riches 

i hey’]] lay down what’s your Debt, or bail you ; 
5ure luch Relations will not fail you ! 

1, who knewv better, faid no more. 
But drcfs’d myfelf, and d--R the W__ 
Put niceft Periwig and Phiz on. 

And oft [ march’d with Bum to Prifon. 

t Do Jjbam, Reftor of Bijboffgate, and Le&urer of ./#- 
hollows, in Lomhard-finet, married his Sifter. 

* The Battle-royal, betiveen Dr. Sh 
and Dr, 

/ 
* 

% 
} Dr. S--j 

f ^ - - 
0? ■f-y&oUK m **’4 

rf 

I. 
A Dean and Prebendary 

Had once a new Fagary, 

And were at doubtful Strife, Sir, 
W ho led the better Life, Sir, 

And was the better Man. 

The 
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Vet lie was neither uied to treat Things iacred 

with Levity, nor proftitute his Pen, which 

was fometimes employed againft fuch as 

did fo. 
But to return: — Mr. Stephens, after he left 

the Univerfity, was entered of the Temple, 

though feveral Avocations taking him off 

from the Study of the Law, he was never 

called to the Bar. And it happened, in the 
25 th 

II. 
The Dean, he faid, that truly 
Since Bluff was fo unruly, 

He’d prove it to his Face, Sir, 
That he had the mod Grace, Sir, 

And fo the Fight began, 
III. 

When Preb-reply’d like Thunder, 

And roar’d out, ’twas no Wonder; 
For Gods the Dean had three ^ Sir, 
And more by two than He, Sir, 

For he had got but One. 
IV. 

Now while thefe Two were raging, 
And in Difputes engaging. 

The Majler of the Charter 

Said, both had caught a Tartar; 
For that Gods there were None* 

V. 
And all the Books of Mofes, 
Were nothing but Suppofes, 

And he deferv’d Rebuke, Sir, 
Who wrote the Pentateuch, Sir; 

^Twas Nothing but a Sham. 
And 



25 th Year of his Age, that he was introdu¬ 

ced into the Company of a Daughter of Sir 

RichardNewdigate, at the Houle of a Friend, 

where fhe was making a Vifit in the IJle of 

Wight. The Confequence of this was, that 

he was no lefs taken with the linking Beau¬ 

ty, and extraordinary Endowments of the 

young Lady, than fhe with the Graceful- 

nefs of his Perfon and Converfation. It can¬ 

not be imagined, that his Father could be 

averfe to an Alliance which promifed fo 

much Happinels on his Son’s Side; and 

where Fortune and Family were both fu- 

perior to his. The Difficulty lay with her 

VI. 
And as for Father Adam, 

With Miff refs Eve his Madam, 
And what the Serpent (poke, Sir, 
Was Nothing but a Joke, Sir. 

And well-invented Flam. 
VII. 

Thus, in this Battle Royal, 
As None would take Denial, 

The Dame for which they (trove, Sir, 
Could neither of them love. Sir, 

For All had giv’n Offence. 
VIII. 

She therefore (lily waiting, * 
Left all three Fools a-prating. 

And being in a Fright, Sir, 
Religion took her Flight, Sir, 

And ne’er was heard of fince. 
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Father, who, when the Propofal was made, 

obje&ed to the Smallnefs of his Patrimony; 

but as this was the only Objection, his per- 

fonal Merit was of more Coniidcration with 

the Lady, whofe Father would not force 

her Inclinations. This fair, accomplished 

Lady, befides the Fortune brought with her, 

did great Honour to the Family Ihe mar- 

ried into. 
Within a little more than a Year after 

they were married, his Father died, when 

the Importunities of his Acquaintance, and 

• of the Town of Newport, prevailed on him 

to take a Seat in Parliament. He complied, 

however with fuch Reludtance that, with 

Tears in his Eyes, he faid to his Wife, at 

his Return from the Election, “ I have 

“ done ill in difobeying my Father’s Injunc- 

« tion,” notwithstanding he had neither 

bought, nor Solicited a Vote. But his Wife, 

ever ready to adminifter Comfort, and will¬ 

ing to extenuate, afked him, “ if he could 

“ avoid it with Honour, [his Father’s Words] 

« when the People were unanimous in their 

“ Choice of him, and had earneftly befought 

D ' “ him 
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“ him to reprefent them in Parliament ?” 

Though in her Heart the wifhed it had been 

otherwife. 

With his Seat in Parliament, and Com¬ 

mand in that well-trained Militia under 

Lord Cutis, in the IJle of Wight, his Time 

was pretty much employed without Profit 

to himfeif; for as, with invincible Modefty, 

and no great Fondnefs for Pre-eminence, 

or other Ambition but to deferve well, he 

could afk for Nothing; fc when it was 

thought fit that any Poft of Honour fhould 

be conierr’d on him, it was receiv’d with a 

deep oenfeof his Duty and Obligation in the 

Dilcharge of it, which ever out-went his 

Views of Gam. Being thus engaged, he 

bid adieu to all rural Recreations, except for 

Relaxation only ; and was fo devoted to the 

Service of his Country, as to give up all his 

Time and Study to the Profecution of it. 

With this Employment, the Expence of 

Houfe-keeping, together with a young Fa¬ 

mily, increafed upon him 5 he moreover kept 

an Equipage in Honour to his Lady; though 

it is certainly more than the ever defired. 

His 
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His Houle, being near Cowes, became the 

Rendezvous for the Nobility and Gentry, 

reforting to the Jjle of 11 » ^tid though 

he was as plain in his Furniture as in 

his own Apparel; yet fuch were the Out¬ 

goings for lb fmall an Eftate, as would a- 

maze any One, who is unacquainted with his 

Exadnefs in Oeconomy. This will more 

fully appear, by confidering his Attendance 

in Parliament, and on Eledions, then trien¬ 

nial, the Militia, AlTizes and Seffions as Ju- 

ftice of Peace ; which Office he executed 

with fuch Satisfadion and Uprightnefs, as 

brought him great Bulinefs, but no Profits j 

hefides which, he was tne Oracle at the 

Petty Sejjions, and Arbitrator and Peace-ma¬ 

ker among his Neighbours; and was literal- 

ly the public Servant of his Country- 

When the Borough of Newport was at 

his Devotion, he contented, in fo genteel a 

Manner, to their Eledion of Loid Cutts, of 

whom he had not lo high an Opinion in 

every other Refped, as in that of a Soldier, 

that his Lordfhip acknowledged the Civili- 

D 2 ■ ty 
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ty foon after and was fo fenfible of the 

Eitnefs of his Talents either to command or 

obey, that Nothing was done without him \ 

notwithstanding Few were more expert in 

Bu- 

* S I Ry London, April nth, 1702. 

¥ Have hear J, from more Hands thanOne, of your kind 
**• Expreftions towards me ; which i fhall acknow¬ 
ledge upon all Occafions, as long as I live; and fhall 
be glad of the firft Opportunity to demonftrate what a 
grateful Senfe I have of your Friendfhip. Pray write 
to me fometimes, and believe me, with Truth, 

£7r, your faithful, 

Humble Servant, 

CuTTS. 

To William Stephens, Efq; 

Who writes in Anfwer, 

My Lord, 

SO very kind a Letter, as you were pleafed to honour 
me with, gives me too much Caufe to doubt, that 

your Treatment among us has been very coarfe. Your 
Lordfhip cannot but know, that I was ever a Stranger 
to thofe little Defigns which were hatched, no Matter 
where, to make the Country unhappy by your Lord- 
fhip's Difpleafure. I will not prefume to enter into a 
Detail of thofe Things, which no Doubt but you have 
feen to the Bottom of, therefore fhall trouble your Lord¬ 
fhip no farther, than to beg to be thought, as in Duty, 
your moft obedient, fo, out of a juft Refpecft, 

My Lordy 

Teur Lord/hipys mojl faithful 

Humble Servant, 

Will. Stephens. 

, 

■ -t ,V\I-.,?. 
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Bufmefs than his Lordfhip ; whofe Letters, 

all wrote in his own Hand, were both con- 

cife and correct. But the faithful and un¬ 

wearied Services of Mr. Stephens were paid 

in that Sort of Ware that cofts little; as 

there appears Nothing more than Profeffions, 

in which his Lordfhip might have been fin- 

cere in writing; “ That he had an efta- 

tc blifhed Friendfhip for him; that he fhould 

« be glad to fee an Occafion of doing him 

« real Service j &c. &c.” Though, as he 

never did him a good Office, it may be pre¬ 

fumed, his Sight was no better than com¬ 

mon. The Lieutenant Governor, for whom 

Sir William gave Way to make Room for, 

underftood the Art and Ufe of Adulation*' 

tOO; 

* Dear Sir, St- James’s. 

IT took me up all the Way from Kenfington, to attend 
my Lord’s Encomiums upon your Letter, in An- 

fwer to his upon the Settlement of the Militia ; than 
which Nothing could; be more grateful to me ; and 1 
wifh greater Things depended upon fo good and juft an 

Opinion. 
I am to thank you for your laft Letter, and allure 

you, that I intend my laft Minutes in England, flial! 
be in the IJle of Wight; and particularly at Buen Retired 

which (hall always retain in me a grateful Remem- 
brance 

•|* Mr, Stephens's Houfe, fo called by Col. Dudley, 
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too; though a Gentleman of folid Senfe, 

and good Nature, as well as Wit and Hu* 
mour. 

When Party-hrife ran high, Mr. Stephens 

naturally trode in the Steps of his Father j 

who had no great Opinion of that Principle, 

or Delufion, to which the Subverfion of 

Government has been, as the wounded Con- 

hitution is hill, deeply indebted; but he 

never had that Diflike to Men, who might 

diher with him in Opinion, that lome migh¬ 

ty 1 ories had, who have been lince me¬ 

tamorphos’d into haunch Whigs. And the 

Gentlemen of the IJle of Wight profeffing 

the fame Principle, great Harmony fublihed 

among them for a long Time ; tho’ not un¬ 

interrupted by falfe Brethren and Intruders. 

Of the latter was One, who fo well under¬ 

hood 

brance of my kind Reception and Support far from 
Home. 

% 

I am, Sir, 

Tour ?noJl Obedient 

Humble Servant, 

To IVilliam Stephens, Efq; 
at Barton, IJle of Wight. 

J. Dudley* 
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ftood what he was about, and was fo much 

a Man of Bufinefs, that, for good Services 

done, he was many "Y ears Lieutenant Go¬ 

vernor there. Which fat very ill upon the 

Stomachs of Some, who neither underftood 

what they were doing, or knew themielves. 

But his good Nature, which was accompani- 

ed with an open Behaviour, though his Sen¬ 

timents were not the tnoft refin’d, recom¬ 

mended him to Mr. Stephens, who always 

preferrd IVlen of that Difpofition, to thofe 

of a clofe Temper, be his Party what it 

would. And thefe two could part Friends 

after fuch a Dialogue * as does not happen 

every 

* WeSTMINSTEPv-HaLL, 1706. 

Col. Morgan, Well, Mr. Stephens! Shepherd be¬ 
gins to play his Tricks with us ; for notwithftanding 
his AiTurances to Sir Trijlram Dillington Yefterday, 
that he would not oppofe him, now he tells him, if 
his Friends have a IViind to Hand by him, he cannot 
defert them ; but by G—d, I’ll lay 50/. he has not 

four Votes. 
Mr. Stephens. I believe Mr. Shepherd will hardly 

find Intereft enough to carry it; and unlefs any other 
Gentleman of the Country Hands, without Doubt, Sir 

STrlftram is fure of it. 
M. Any other Gentleman ! fuppofe they do, what ? 

I don’t believe Colonel Leigh intends it; and if Sir 
William fhould, I am fure he cannot pretend 

to an Intere/l equal with us. 
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every Day, for which Reafon Mr. Stephens 
took it down in Writing. 

But notwithstanding the Colonel mud: be 

aLowed to have had his good Qualities; yet 

his Office, to difturb the Peace of a Country, 

was not the mod defirable. And as his 

Meafures were not the mod laudable; fo his 

Conqued cannot be fufficiently lamented, 

as it laid a Corporation fo delpicably low, 

that 

S. I can’t tell that; for you know Sir William is 
well acquainted, and I dare fay, has a great many 
k riends in the Corporation. 

M. And I think we have more, or elfe, ’twould 
be hard : I am fure of 10 at firft Thought. There’s 
ail the Men of Places you know muft Vote, or elfe by 
G—d, they (hall out. 

S. Well, that is fairly declared ! 

M. Why now let’s reckon ; there’s Matthews, 
there’s Fr. Serle, there’s the two Bowlers (for, by G—d, 
the old One fhall engage his Son, and I believe he’ll 
take Care how he difobliges me now) there’s Hayles, 
and all his Gang that he can command, I know who 
they are, and, God d—mn him* if he does not bring 
’em all in, he fhall move. .Then there’s Byles, there’s 
T/m. Serle, there’s Ned Trattle, and- what’s his 
Name,-- that broke ’tother Day ? All them I am 
fure of; and I believe Keblewhite too ; then Cheeke, 
you’ll allow, I can’t be miftaken in. 

S. Nay, according to this Computation, you have 
a b orce fufficient to carry it againft all Mankind. But 
do you really think to make ufe of this Way, and let 
thole that don’t come in voluntarily know what you 
intend ? 

M. 
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that inftead of chufing one of their own 

Country for their Reprefentative, a Foot¬ 

man came with an Order to fend a Stranger, 
4 V *>’f •' • 4 

whom t%y never fo w, for n Member ; not 

one of them daring to groul, or fhew his 

Teeth this Day; in fuch Awe are they de- 

fervedly kept hy thole who hated the Fumi— 

ly of Morgans for fo doing. Their Intereft 

could not prevail againft Mr. Stephens im¬ 

mediately; becaufe he had come in with 

E the 
i 

M. Do I ? Yes, marry do I; and there’s the Pott- 
Matter too, he (hall know what he mutt truft to ; I 
believe there’s a Letter gone to him already. And 
Shergold too; by G—d, I’ll lay you 50/. he will be-ftir 
himfelf in it for us ; he’ll not think the Cattle a Thing 
fit to be hazarded. I had forgot Wlodford too. 

5. Now, Sir, to tell you plainly my Mind ; if this* 

that you propofe, be effe&ual, I don’t fee why you 
may not make two Members at any Time, as well as 
one now ; and at this Rate, whoever (lands at New¬ 

port, mutt a(k your Leave. 
M. Z-ds, do you think thfcy (hall (huffie and 

trick ? I’ll have none of their Trimming, by G—d. 
S. Whether I may ferve again, I can’t tell; but 

this is one Way of declaring againft me. 
M. Why fo ? Does that follow now ? I can tell 

you, they (hall think it worth their while to have fome 
Regard to me. \Yould not you, or any one, do the 

fame as I fay ? 

A great Deal more enfued, too many Things faid 
to be recolle&ed, fcf nunc prefer Here kngum 

eft* 
TVs S, 

/ 



the unpolluted Voice of a People, not able 

to hold out for ever againft fuch a Bombard¬ 

ment; but the Seeds of Diflention being 

fown, the Fruits * were feen in dye Time; 

tho the Colonel himfclf levelled Nothing at 

him perfonaliy, and they continued always in 

the fame Sort of Friendlhip. 

In 

* Gentlemen, 

^| ' H E late fcandalous Treatment I have met with 
from Mr. DanielTow?nayy an Officer of the Cu- 

ifoms at Cowes, puts me under a Neceffity of doin^ 
myfelf common Julfice. He takes upon him to vilify 
me in an uncommon Manner, and not many Days 
iince, in public Company, where my Name happened 
to be mentioned, faid, that he knew me well enough; 
the Duke of Bolton would take Care of, and dolny 
Bufinefs; for I was trying to fubvert the Government. 
In no wife confcious of any Slacknefs in my Endea¬ 
vours to my utmod, to make my Loyalty evident, 
much lei's of harbouring fo much as an ill Thought of 
the Government; and as much as I affine myfelf of 
his Grace the Duke of Bolton's Favour, which I would 
by no Means forfeit, by any Difrefpedf to him in Par¬ 
ticular, or public Mifbehaviour; fo I have not the 
lead Doubt but you will do me that Juftice, as not to 
Jet me be infulted and become a By-word amono- the 
Beads of the People. 

I am^ Gentlemen, 

Tour mojl humble Servant^ 

„ , w. s. 
Barton, Aug. 15, 1709. 

To the Hon* the Commijfioners of the Cujloms. 

/ 
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Ill 1709, died his Father-in-Law, Sir, 

Richard Newdigate, with whom he was a 

great Favourite, and by him left Executor 

of a Will, in which the Lawyers found fuch 

Room for Litigation, that, had it not been 

for his Prudence, the Eftate, which was 

very little hurt, would have been greatly 

injured, if not entirely ruined; and he ever 

remained in Friendihip with the Family, 

who have fince requited that good Turn.. 

At the End of about twelve Years Toil, 

or more, for his Comfort, the Lord Trea- 

furer told him, in 1712, that “ he had him 

« in his Pocket,” and in fome Months after 

that, “ he was appointed a Commijjione) of the 

« Victualling}” of which he wrote Word to 

the Corporation of Newport, who thereup¬ 

on re-eledted him. But this Office was the 

Occafion of bringing his Family to Town ; 

which, though it did not increafe, yet nei¬ 

ther did it leffen his Expence; and it being 

of no long Continuance, he got little by his 

Place; notwithftanding it does not appear 

that he was quarted upon, it being laid, that 

Commiffioners in thofe Days received their 
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full Salaries. Befides, he was not properly 

qualified for the Office; for, ignorant of 

Perquifites and Trade, without the right 

Knowledge of Figures, and Portfmouth be¬ 

ing his Br anch, he was a£tive in fettling 

fome Accounts of Beer delivered for theUfe 

of the Navy, in which were fome Mistakes 

to the Amount of 20,000/. and upwards, as 

fome of the Brewers confeffed, befides what 

more were concealed by thofe concerned- 

And with the Afiiftance of Mr. Harmony, 

then Agent Victualler and others,* fo tight 

Dear Sir, Dod, Jan. 9, 17x2. 

V O U can never more oblige, than by entertaining 
A me with our worthy Friend's Letters, of which 

I fhall only fay, that they cannot be too long. Were 
I a fine Lady, and he pallionatcly in Love, it fhould 
be long e’er he came to Enjoyment, while he conti¬ 
nued to charm me that Way.' I am glad to hear that 
he has confirmed what you have heard me talk of a 
thoufand Times. They are on a pretty good Scent. 
None of thefe foul Practices' could ever have been but 
by Connivance of Agents, &c. 

I obferve that our Friend, who I hope to fee at the 
Head of that Board, for he will fave the Government, 
tn this Port, more than Ten Thoufand Pounds a Year, 
I fay he is miffaken as to the Price of the Beer; for that 
is 4/. per Ton ; and he don’t feem to perceive a further 
Cheat of 5s. per Ton for the Cafk. Adieu^ 

Yoursy 

W. Smith. 
To -- ~ in Port]mouth. 
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a Hand was kept upon Traders who had 

dealt largely in the Retail Way, as to make 

him not very popular, where they have fared 

better ever fince his Difmiflion, which hap¬ 

pened foon after the Queen’s Death. How¬ 

ever, not before he was honoured with a 

Vifit from the firft Lord of the Admiralty, 

to acquaint him, that he might continue in 

his Place; but upon fignifying fome Diilike 

to the Conditions, he was left out of the 

Commiflion. 

And now Colonel Morgan's Arguments 

carried fo much Weight, that in the Year 

1714, Mr. Stephens was polled againft at 

Newport for the firft Time, and oppofed by 

thofe to whom he had been kind; * not be- 

caufe 

* S I R, Soueth Hampton, 9her 16th. 

I Am this far homward from Hackwood, but Mr. Urry 
got thether before me, riding all Night. My Lord 

fpake very honeftly, and feemed to be trobelled, that 
he did not no my Intenfions fowner, haveing forgott 
that I had fpoken to him. Sir, I heartily thank you 
for your good Intenfions in this Affair, and (hall always 
be ecknollidged by 

S/r, your hombell Sarvant, 

J. R. 
For Cornal William Stephens, 

a Member in Parlyment, 
att Wejlmojler. 



caufe he wanted them, but becaufe they had 

been in Want of what is named not.* But 

it mull not be concluded, that his Condi- 

tuents were all alike; for feme of the Cor¬ 

poration kept their Integrity many Years 

after this happened; and it was not without 

Struggle at lad, that fome among them 

parted with their Reprefentative in Exchange 

for a Member; there being Gentlemen of 

Principle as well as Wealth in Town, as 

Major Leigh and Mr. Read, the lad of whom 

was as poor as any Alderman there, yet he 

kept his Fingers clean ; and in his Letters 

to Mr. Stephens, fo late as 1721, when he 

was grown old, he humoroudy ridicules their 

Squabbles about raidng Money to pay their 

dnmken Debts. 

Though 

Co mail Stephens, 
*$ I R, 

IRetorne you my harty Thanks for your kind Afli- 
flanfe you have given towards my Sons Affaiers, 

and I doe afluer you, thatt whenever itt is in my Power 
too do any thing' that may beof Saruis to you oryours, 
1 fhall always be verry redy and willing to fame you, 
who am 

Sir, . . 
Your mofl harty huble Sarvantt, 
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Though before it came to a Poll in 1714, 

fome of the Corporation were greatly era- 

barrafled and perfectly at a Lofs on whom 

elfe to fix their Choice; with which he 

thought it befi: to acquaint General Webb, 

who, in a Letter fome Time before, defired 

the Favour of him “ to ufe his Interefi: with 

“ the Mayor and Corporation of Newport 

« to fecure his Ele&ion.” Accordingly 

Mr. Stephens difpatched a trufty Servant with 

a Letter,* to which the General returned 

a 

SIR, Barton, Dec. 18th, 1714. 

Did myfelf the Honour of writing by the Poll, how 
I found the People’s Inclinations at Newport, and, 

to reprefent the Whole truly and faithfully, I chufe to 
fend a Servant on Purpofe. 

It is now univerfally agreed, that Mr. Graggs is to 
Hand for One. They are all well allured (by whom I 
can’t tell) that you do not intend to hand yourfelf. It 
is as certainly known, that Colonel Morgan, or fome 
other Perfon is to appear as a Third ; and at his going 
away ’tother Day for London, he dropt fome Words, 
importing, that when he came down again, he would 
bring one with him which fhould anfwer their Pur¬ 
pofe. 

1 have been daily vifitcd by my Friends, who jhcvj fitch 
an uncommon Concern for my Election, as is not to be ex- 
preffed; and upon telling Nofes make it plain, that the 
Gentleman you recommend will be thrown out, which 
I mofl heartily wifh may not be; and you’ll believe 
that fuch a Mifadventur.e would be almoft as much 

Caule 
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a friendly Anfwer,* which difcovered the 

Author’s Sentiments at fuch Time, when it 

may be prefumed, the Meflenger was de¬ 

tained by him only till his Election in Town 

was 

"Caufeof Tome bale Rejoicings here, as if they defeated 
me. Were the Caufe your own, the Votes would be 
for you; but they have, a great many of them, de¬ 
clared, that rather than have two Whigs put upon 
them,-they will have never an one, and begin to talk 
of a Fourth. 

This real Truth I lay before you with all imagina* 
ble Regard, as when I laft waited upon you, Sir, you 
wifhed me Succefs in fo kind a Manner, that I can 
never forget it. My Service is not likely to be accept¬ 
able much longer. I have wonder’d that I have not 
been di{milled e’re now. And my Country is fo defi- 
rous to give me an Opportunity of fhewing my Zeal 
for our eflablillied Conftitution, I fhould be to blame 
to decline it. Nothing, therefore, gives me UneafL 
nefs, but the Thoughts of my Election’s interfering 
with your Intereft, which I would gladly promote ; 
if you will be pleafed to let me have a Line or two of 
your Thoughts, it would be Pleafure to me to be ca¬ 
pable of doing you Service. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Will. Stephens. 
To General Webb. 

i 

* Behold the Anfwer. 

SIR, London, Dec. 23, 1714* 

I Have kept your Man in Town till this Day, in 
hopes to have fent you a fatisfaClory Anfwer to 

yours. I propofed, and was in Hopes to have agreed 
with them to compromize the EleCtion for Newport, in 
chufing you and one that I fhould recommend ; but I 

find 
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was fecured. But the other might have re¬ 

plied, in the Stile of his Excellency, “ That 

“ his Majefty had been fo good and gracious 

“ as to continue him Commiffioner like- 

“ wife,” though he did not a Ik it. 

In the Tumult of the fucceeding Year, 

.he fcarce knew how to divide himfelf be¬ 

twixt two violent Parties; though he affo- 

ciated with thofe, who feemed to bid faireft 

for preferving the Conftitution. And ha- 

F ting 

find Colonel Morgan has more Credit with the great 
People than I have, and allures them, it will be an 
eafy Matter to bring in two Whigs at that Corpora¬ 
tion. It was propofed to me, that if Colonel Holmes 
would confent, that Colonel Morgan fhould come in 
at Yarmouth, they would agree, that you fhould at New - 
port: This Propofal I did not encourage, and told 
them, I was confident Colonel Holmes would not com¬ 
ply with it. In fhort, I find they are refolved to ven¬ 
ture it Tout of Tout. 

It is with a great Deal of Concern that I tell you, I 
Jhall he obliged, I believe, to aft in Conjunction with 
others, againjl one of the Men in the IVnld I have the 
greatejl Friendjhip for, who is yourfelf: On the other 
Hand, it would be bafe and ungrateful in me, when 
his Majefty has been fo good and gracious as to continue 
me Governor, to turn that Intereft which he has given 
me againft his Miniftry. My Service to Col. Holmes0 

I a?n, S/r, 

Your mojl humble Servant> 

J. Webb. 
o William Stephens7 Efq; 
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ting Extremities, he could not reconcile 

himfelf to the Fury of thofe who were for 

proceeding againft the Lord Treafurer and 

the Queen s Cabinet Council, for putting an; 

End to an expenfive War which we had 

carried on for the Advantage of the Dutch> 

and their Friends, till it became as much a 

Trade as Brewing. For he was not under 

the higheft Obligations to his Lordfhip j 

who, had he been more attached to thofe 

as diiinterefted as Mr. Stephens, might have 

been better ferved than he was, and perhaps 

not have gone to the ‘Tower as he did. And 

from an Opinion, that the Meafures of thofe 

at that Time in Power, were tending to fap 

the Foundation of Liberty, under the fpe- 

cious Pretence of preferving it, he thought 

it fo unfafe to trufl a fecret Enemy, that he 

kept to that Side, which, with all their Er¬ 

rors, appear’d to him mod; likely to preferve 

both our Religion and Liberty} though his 

Coldnefs, with regard to the Succeffion,. 

was much greater, than any Prejudice he 

had conceived againft the Houfe of Hano~ 

ver. 

How- 
—* 
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However, Solicitations were not wanting 

to bring him to a right Way of thinking : 

Lord Cadogan, and Others, being fent to 

him for that Purpofe, his Lor dihip, in par¬ 

ticular, frankly told him how it was in 

Town, where they knew all about it, whilft 

in the Country they were ignorant of the 

Affair ; and Abundance more, with which 

the Pupil was very little edify’d; though he 

was always upon good Terms with his Pre¬ 

ceptor ; who palling him loon alter in the 

Court of Requefts, where, in earned; Dil- 

courfe with Colonel Holmes, his Lordfhip 

faluted them unheeded; which appearing 

as a wilful Negledt, it was remembered 

with fo much Concern, that he faid, elfe- 

where, he did not expedt any Thing fo rude 

from Mr. Stephens. 

But he became now of little Confequence 

to the Majority of the Corporation at New¬ 

port, who had been fome Years under the 

Tuition of Colonel Morgan; and not for¬ 

gotten by others his Friends, fo long even as 

they thought only, he could ferve a 

F 2 Turn, 

\ 
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Turn * it was his Fate to be their Dupe elfe- 

where. They were pretty unanimous in 

their Choice of him at Newtown; and the 

good Neighbourhood of the Gentlemen, 

for fuch they were in that Corporation, not 

being extinguifhed, feveral of them dined 

one Day at his Houfe, as they ufed to do at 

each others in Turn. But Mention being 

made 

Norfolk-Jlreet, March 21, 1721. 
* Dear Sir, 

T Am glad to hear the Borough of Newport hath made 
* Offer ofchufing my Friend Sir Redmond Everard. 
His Chara&er is fo well known, that he does not want 
any Recommendation of mine.f But I muft do him 
the Juftice to fay, they could not have pitched upon a 
Gentleman of more Honour and Integrity; nor one more 
like their late Reprefentative. After this, I need not 
defire you to give him your Countenance and beft Afli- 
ffance. I know you take Plealure in ferving honejl 
Men ; and in this Cafe you will have the Satisfa&ion 
of ferving the Public, at the fame Time, that you do an 
A£f of Friendfhip. 

Iam, with the utmojl AjfeRion and RefpeSi, 

Dear Sir 

Tcur ?noJl faithful, 

Humble Servant 

Will. Shippen 

SIR 
To IFi Hi am Stephens, Efq 

at Barton. 

f His Recommendation went about the fame Time, in 
two very fmall Sheets of Paper, mark’d and number’d, 
each 250/. 
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made of Colonel Horcnuvi, fays Capt. Jnck- 

fon, who had been a Commander of good 

Note in the Navy, and was a brave Tory, 

“ Why, this Boreman, you talk fo much of, 

cc is a {linking Whig.” Says Mr. Stephens, 

very unluckily, though without Defign to 

offend, “ Have a Care what you fay; for 

“ there is no Body greater than him with 

“ your Neighbour;” meaning Col. Holmes, 

who was not far from the other at Table, 

where thefe Tory Friends were regaling 

themfelves. How innocently foever this 

was meant, it was retorted with fome Alpe- 

rity; “ And you are great with the Mor¬ 

gans'.' In fhort, both loft their Tempers; 

and. 

*S 1 R, Bidfden, July 3, 1722. 

MR. John Whittmore, is a Candidate for a Fellow- 
fhip at All Souls College, in Oxford, and you will 

oblige me very much if you will lnjluen^e \ your Son in 
his Favour. He was very ferviceable ill the Shropjhire 
Election, and is a very honeft Gentleman of that 
Country, who you will likewife oblige, as well as 

&V, your mojl humble Servant, 

To William Stephens, Efq; 
at Barton. 

J. Webb. 

X A model! Requell after dropping him in fo courtly a 
Manner in 1714. See the General’s Letter, Fol, 40. 
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and, not without Altercation, they parted in 

luch Anger, as broke off" all Communication 

betwixt the two Families, intimate till then j 

though not before Mr. Stephens was told, 

befote the Company, u It was I that brought 

“ you into Parliament.” 

It appears, that Mr. Stephens was more 

intimate with Boreman, who had been God¬ 

father to one of his Children, than with the 

Morgans, of whom he never afked fo great 

a Favour. But their Interefl treading upon 

the Heels of the Holmes s, they were above 

all others obnoxious to themand what did 

not extenuate the Crime of Oppofition, a 

Servant of the Lieutenant Governor’s had a 

Houfe accidentally, fome fay otherwife, over 

again/! a genteel One which the other Gen¬ 

tleman had built, and lived in, which was 

difagrceable enough at that Time. And if 

Mr. Stephens folicited Colonel Holmes to 

bring him into Parliament, as implied, it 

could have been with no other felfilh View, 
•» 0 < 

than making life of his Privilege, to fettle 

his own Affairs, after having let an Oppor¬ 

tunity 
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tunity flip,* whilft he was attending thole 

of his Conftituents ; for, if any of them, 

knowing the Frailties of Mankind, had a 

Sufpicion of his making an ill Ufe of the 

Con- 
f 

* Confidering the Uncertainty of my Life, how 
little a while it may pleafe God to continue me here, 
how much incumbered the Eftate is, what little Hopes 
I have of retrieving it by ordinary Means ; and, there¬ 
fore, how affiidiing the Thoughts are of leaving my 
Family under Perplexities and Difficulties; and having 
now a reafonable Profpedl of providing for them, I 
think myfelf bound in Duty and Confcience, to make 
the following Propofal to my dear Wife and eldeft 

Son. 
That the Farm and Manor of Bowcomb be fold, 

which I have Reafon to expedl will yield fuch a Price, 
that I fhall be enabled to pay all my Debts, and fettle as 

follows, viz. 
Eight Thoufand Pounds, and the Eftate of Barton, 

inTruftees, for my Wife after my Deceafe, during 
her Life, and after her Death, to her eldeft Son, &c. 

Six Thoufand Pounds likewife, for the Fortunes of 
my fix younger Children, after my Deceafe : Never- 
thelefs, I would have it in my Power to take from one 
and add to another, if any of them fhould prove undu- 
tifulj and, if either of them die, the Portion of fuch 
to be divided among the furviving. And if either of 
them marry with my Confent, or require their Por¬ 
tion to carry on any Trade orBufinefs, it fhould be in 
my Power to direct the Payment thereof. And fuch 
Child, whofe Fortune is unpaid, during my Life, fhall 
be entitled to it after my Deceafe, at the Age of One 
and Twenty. 

One Hundred Pounds a Year to be paid, out of the 
Intereft which will arife from the 8000/. to my eldeft 
Son, which, with his Fdloivjhip at Ail Souls, would cu¬ 

bic 
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Confidence which they had repofed in him, 

the Event proved it groundlefsj as, in a 

loft Caufe, he had fpent the laft of his Eftate, 

when he took Leave, not only of the Par¬ 

liament, but of Parliamentering, as he did 

upon the Death of the late King in 1727; 

not 
able him to live reputably, and follow his Bufinefs* 
chearfully. 

Fifty Pounds a Year to my Wife, which I defire her 
to accept of as Pocket-money. 

And what farther Intereft or Profit fhall arife out of 
the 8000/. during my Life, I muft have the Ufe and 
Difpofalof, as well as the whole Intereft and Profit of 
the 6000/. or of fo much as fhall then remain, for the 
Support of my Family, and the Education of my youn¬ 
ger Children ; as alfo the Surplus after the Sale of the 
Eftate, and thefeveral Sums before-mentioned are thus 
difpofed of; which I fhould endeavour fo to improve, 
together with the Reft of the Eftate, as well to increafe 
my eldeft Son’s, asto add to my other Children’s For¬ 
tunes, as their Behaviour may deferve. 

Confider, if this take EfFe<ft, how advantageous it 
would be to the Family, and that inftead of the Anxie¬ 
ty which I have fo long lived in, all would becalm and 
eafy within ; the promoting their Good would be a 
conftant Delight; and, in Spite of all fuch, who would 
be glad to fee me fall, I fhould hope to live contentedly, 
and ferve my God with a quiet Mind, whom I pray to 
diredl- 

Auguji 5, 17 20. Will. Stephens„ 

Though this was agreed to, yet, through the Dila- 
torinefs of his Agent, and the Stocks falling, it came 
to Nothing. From whence we may learn, like his 
Grandfather, to ferve ourfelves firft, and Country 
after. 

* Barrider at Law. 
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not without Reafon to believe, as it was faid 

by Sir Robert (a wifer) Worfely, little of 

whole Money was fo lpent, That Party 

was only a Contrivance to serve 

private Interest. 

CHAP. III. 

Was abandon'd by the Tories, and received by 
Whigs, without regard to Party. 

AS he had been unguarded againft Dan¬ 

ger, in playing upon the Square, a- 

mong Men of Honour, fo was he ignorant 

that Self was feldom fo little prevalent, a- 

mong thofe of all Denominations, as with 

himfelf till roufed from his Stupor, by Let¬ 

ters from feveral Tories faluting him much 

in the fame Stile of fome from a very inti¬ 

mate one.* But the Game was at an End; 

G his 

* Dear Sir, April 6th, 1725. I Received your Letter, and am glad to find you in 
Hopes, relating to your own Qpiet. Your Friend 

Mr. Popharti and Clem. Urry, prom lies me to come to 
my Houfe the 17th, where we fhall remember you in 

our 



his All was gone 5 and, being of Ufe no lon¬ 

ger, if Mr. Warrant the Sheriff, who hap¬ 

pened to be a Whig, had no more Bowels 

than his Tory Acquaintance, he would have 

been torn to Pieces by his Friends \ who 
» 

might 

our Mirth. Provided you do not fell the Eflate im¬ 
mediately, you will bring in your Son to join with you, 
which I take Nothing but juftice and reafonable. Your 
Compliance herein will very much oblige 

Your mofi faithful 

Friend and Servant, 

R. Jackfon* 

Dear Sir, Woodfide, the 15th, 1725. 

IHave the Favour of your Letter in anfwer to what I 
writ you about the Bond. Mr. Hall of Clifford's- 

Inn allures me, upon the Faith of a Chriftian, he ne¬ 
ver received it. (by the Bye he is a Whig) I wifh 
you with all my Heart good Succefs out of thefe Af¬ 
fairs 5 for your Friends grow very impatient, and if I 
judge right, yourfelf very uneafy. And a Morfel with 
Content is better than Mr. Walpole's Riches, and your 
quiet Confcience will carry you with Peace to the 
Grave. My Bland Friends are not yet come, when 
they do, we will remember your good Health, and 
am 

Dear Sir, 

Your mojl affetl. Friend, 

And humble Servant, 

R, Jackfon. 

Dear 
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might have adted more for the Benefit of his 

Family, and perhaps for their own Uonour, 

had they employed fuch an Officer feven 

Years fooner. 

In this deplorable Situation was he, when 

a Confultation was held at Warnford, in 

Uampjhire; where, after five and twenty 

Years Experience of parliamentary Friend- 

fhip, he faid to his eldeft Son, the Law¬ 

yer, and to an old Acquaintance who wifh- 

ed him well, that his Cafe was like that of 

one who had the Pox ■* that is, he did not 

G 2 know 

Dear Sir, I Have the Favour of yours, wherein you acquaint 
me, your Brother and you have exekuted an other 

Bond, in which you have done well. I wifli you with 
all my Hart out of all your Troubles, that the Remain¬ 
der of your Life, which I with may be long, with 

Plenty and Quiett, being 

Dear S/V, 

Tour mojifaithful 

Humble Servant$ 

R. Jackfofia 
The ioth June, 1725* 
drinking your Health. 

* ADifeafe, that, in his Time a young Man would 
(link in at a Back-door, through a Paffage, after it was 

dark, for the Cure of. 
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know whom to tell it to. The Truth is, 

he had not made a Friend, who could find 

a Remedy, in his Cafe, more than recover any 

of that which he had fo freely parted with. 

And to make bad worfe, this old Acquain¬ 

tance, in his Dotage, upon a Queftion ari- 

fing whether his whole Effete would pay 

his Debts, advifed him to abfcond, whilft 

his Son fold what he had j which might not 

have been amifs, as the Blood-hounds were 
J 

out, had he contrived to make the moft of 

it who gave the Advice, and who had once 

underftood Buying and Selling; for the 

Others, ignorant of the Maxim, there is no 

Friendjlrip in "Trade, thought themfelves 

happy in falling into the Hands of another 

Friend; who, as a Purchafer that better un¬ 

derftood the Value of Money, bought as 

cheap as he could ; and they had the Mor¬ 

tification to hear he fhould fay, that he had 

purchafed the fineft Manor in that Country 

for 2000/. undervalue. But it would break 

all Meafures of Patience, even at this Di- 

ftance of Time, to reflect on fuch Condudt; 

fince that Gentleman would not have greatly 
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exceeded had he laid. ^ o oo/. which would 

have paid all Debts, about which was a 

Clamour, and fuch Exclamations as, “Who 

“ would have thought Mr. Stephens would 

« have done fo ?” It would have faved him 

from perpetual Banilhment ; and his Family 

from the Diftrefs in which they lived ever 

after. It is true, however childilhly fold, 

the Eftate was fairly bought and paid for ; 

and the Purchafer had good Nature enough 

to allow the poor Man’s Wife 20/. per Ann. 

as long as fhe lived; befides which, he did 

feveral good Offices for fome of the younger 

Children ; of which they would not have 

flood in Need, had their worldly Wifdom 

been equal to that of his, with whom, for 

fuch his praife-worthy Benevolence, it is to 

be hoped the Eftate will profper the better 

in his Hands. 

Senfible of his Errors too late, he lay hid 

fome Months from the Perfecution of his 

Quondam Friends, at Longworth, in Oxford- 

1,lire, in fo difconfolate a Way, as would 

have brought on him all the Terrors of Guilt, 

how innocently foever he fell into them, had 

his 
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his Thoughts never fear'd above all fubluna- 

ry Enjoyments; fo great was his Senfe of 

Niame, fuch his Compundlion ! as appears 

from what he wrote his Son;* who had 

the Comfort of being Witnefs to the Mocke¬ 

ry of his Tory Friends that were only drink¬ 

ing his Healtn; whiltt Whigs more grateful 

and generous, brought his Father out of 

Baiknefs, and made him again ufeful to 

Mankind; after fome Months Leifure, to 

reflect on his Neighbour’s Obfervation; 

That Party was only a Contrivance 

TO SERVE PRIVATE INTEREST. 

The Perfon who diftinguifhed himfelf a- 

bove all others, was Mr. Meure, whom Mr. 

oieptoens 
* Dear Son^ 30 May, 1728. 

VE.fterday Evening I found an Opportunity offend- 
x ing mine of the 28th, by which appears the Load 

of Infamy in its full Latitude, which I mull bear as I 
can ! All is done towards a full and ample Difcovery 
of my mofl hidden Grievances, and with inexpreflible 
Honour, daily lament, when with Tears and Groans 
I acknowledge, my manifold Tranfgreflions, before 
that great God who knows the Secrets of all Hearts; 
and who, by thefe heavy Afflidtions I now undergo, f 
hope, will fo teach me the Way to a better Stated that 
I fhall find Reft to my Soul at laft; and I know of no 
farther Bufinefs I have in this World, but to endeavour 
to provide for the next. Tours. 

To William Stephens, junior, Efq; 
in the Inner-Temple. 
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Stephens had once got out of bad Hands in 

a very expenfive Law-fuit j-f- befides which, 

he was, in fome Degree, the Means of re¬ 

conciling the Newdigate Family to him, in¬ 

to which he had married, not to the Liking 

of every one, though not againft the Con- 

fent of the Father; for, having, about that 

Time, the Care of an Academy, only in the 

Illnelsof his own Father, he was reprefented 

to them as a School-mafter, and was there¬ 

fore very juftly thought beneath the Birth 

and Fortune of the Lady j though he kept 

a genteel Equipage, a lplendid Table, the 

bed: Company, and loved her tenderly till 

her Death ; which happened in about two 

Years after they came together; before ' 

which, his good Senfe and polite Behaviour 

had 

i J2r. Dear Brother, TVednefday 23, 

THANKS to your good Offices, I hope at laft to 
get out of the Hands of the worft of Men, and 

will not fail to meet you at Searle s Coffee-houfe, over 
Lincoln’s- Inn Gate ; the Concern I am in for the Trou¬ 
ble I have given you, is not to be expreffied. You are 
born to do good ; I fhall ever have a grateful Senfe of 
your Friendlhip. 

I am affectionately^ 

Entirely yours, 

To William Stephens, Efqj A. Meure. 
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had fo recommended him, that it was 

thought the great Merit and exquifite Beau¬ 

ty of the Lady were as well bellowed there, 

as they would have been upon a Sage of the 

Law,* not quite fo well polilhed; for his 

Pretenfions, among others, having been fet 

firth, he was call in a Court of Females; 

becaufe he had not lome Qualities, of which 

Mr. Menre was poffelfed, and had difcover- 

ed fuch, as the other had not. 

The Nen'digates having been mentioned 

more than once in the Courfe of this Hido- 

ry, and the Behaviour of Mr. Stephens's To¬ 

ry Acquaintance lamented ; that they may 

not be blended, or that Family millaken to 

have had the lead Share in his Misfortunes, 

it mud be obferved, that on the Contrary, 

Sir Roger, being a Minor, and very young, 

when they were reduced to Poverty, which 

happened immediately after the Death of 

his Father, his Mother, the prelent Lady 

Dowager, contributed very liberally to¬ 

wards the Support of her Sider Stephens 

and Daughters, as an Example to others; 

not- 
* Judge Page, 
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notwithstanding, as faid before, the great 

Fortune paid both on her Marriage and af¬ 

ter, to the Amount of 7000/. in the whole. 

Befides which, Sir Roger, and his Lady, 

took to his Houfe one of the Daughters, a 

helplefs Widow, entertained her at their 

Table, treated her in all Relpedts as a Com¬ 

panion, as long as Ihe lived, and took fuch 

Care of the Children, that they are well 

provided for. • 

Upon Mr. Meure'shearing of his Friend’s 

Diftrefs in 1728, he went immediately from 

his Houfe near Soho, in Quell of the Son, 

with whom he had but little Acquaintance j 

and, miffing of him in the ‘Temple, where 

he had Chambers, he followed and found 

him in Wejlminjler-Hall j from whence he 

did not depart without expreffing himlelf, 

as well in the genteeleft, as the kindell; 

Manner upon the Occalion; alking Leave 

to wait on him at a more leifure Time, in 

order to confult for the Relief of his Bro¬ 

ther, as he never failed to call him; whofe 

Diftrefs affefted him to that Degree, that he 

' H could 
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could not reft * without fomething done for 

him. But finding it extremely difficult to 

provide for a Man in fuch miferable Cir- 

cumftanees, that all Attempts here had fail¬ 

ed, and being in the Direction of the York- 

Buildings Company, he bethought himfelf 

of an Employment for him in Scotland j 

which was no fooner propofed to the Court 

of Affiftants, with his hearty Recommen¬ 

dation, than agreed to. And Mr. Meure, a 

Whig, unafked, wrote a Letter to the Pur- 

pofe, 

* Dear Coufirt, 22 Aug. 1728* 

NO near Relation can feel more Anxiety of Mind 
than I do, or conceive more Concern than my- 

felf after what you told me. Pray afliire both my Bro¬ 
ther and Sifter, how fincerely I fhare in their Diftrefs, 
I had the Misfortune to lofe half my Eftate in the Year 
1720 ; yet I will do all I can for their Sake j and am 
very fincerely 

Sir, your mojl humble Servant, 

And affectionate Coujin, 

Abr. Meure* 

To William Stephens, Efq; Junior, 
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pofe ;* whilft the Son was foliciting thofe, 

jn vain, who regarded not his Merit; which 

looked as if their Party was a Contri¬ 

vance ONLY TO SERVE PRIVATE INTEREST» 

CHAP, 

* Dear Coufm, 7 Sept* 1728. 

TTEfterday I received a Letter from my Brother, and 
X find he is quite overcome with his Misfortunes; 

but our Bufinefs is to comfort him, to raife his Cou¬ 
rage, and take the moft prudent and pra&icable Mea- 
fures to extricate him out of the Difficulties he labours 
under. Nothing fhall be wanting in me more than if 
he were my own Brother. I beg you will let him 
know, that he will be heartily welcome at my Houfe ; 
and fhould think he might fet out early in the Morning, 
and be there at Night. If I could know when, I 
would be fure to be in the Way to receive him. You 
will alfo, Dear Cozen, meet with a hearty welcome 
there; that we may confult together, and find out 
proper Expedients for the Neceflity of his Affairs, and 
thofe of his Family. Pray alfure my Brother, that I 
am far from being lefs ready to ferve him in his Adver- 
fity, but rather more defirous to do him, at this Time3 
all the Services I am capable of. 

lam, Dear Cozen, 

Your mojl humble Servant, 

And affectionate Cozen, 

Abr. Meure, 
To William Stephens, Efq; Junior, 
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>6^ P'ajfage to, Employment in, and Return 
from Scotland. 

BEING introduced to the Court of 

Diredtors, where Colonel Horfey, pre¬ 

siding as Governor, though bred a Whig, and 

born a Prelbyterian, he found him a Man 

after his own Heart, in all Things but Poli¬ 

ticks, which Mr. Stephens had done with; 

and belides, they Both had more good 

Breeding and Senfe, than to dillike each o- 

ther upon that Account, 

Nor did the Governor think the Company 

a little happy, in meeting with fuch a Man 

to fend into the Highlands-, as no Encourage¬ 

ment, which they could give, would tempt 

the Gentleman whom he was to fucceed, or 

any other independentMan, to fit down there, 

who was fo fit for a publick Employment as 

Mr. Stephens; notwithstanding his being lb 

little regarded by the Tories, infenfibleof the 

Value of him, or adting not upon the fame 

Principle, 

Being 
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Being appointed Agent for the Company’s 

Affairs in the North of Scotland, and e- 

quipped accordingly, he was fent away, on 

Board a little, wretched Coafter, in the 

Depth of a hard Winter, for Edinburgh, 

where he arrived in February 1729, after a 

tedious and very hazardous Paflage of 24. 

Days: There his Letters of Recommenda¬ 

tion introduced him to the belt Company; 

and the Anti-Courtiers finding him out, he 

did not refrain from converfing with them 

in Turn; without giving Umbrage to his 

Mailers, who, for the moll Part, were 

Zealots for, or dependent on the Court. Af¬ 

ter a fhort Stay, he proceeded as before, for 

the North again; and the Rigour of the 

Weather not being abated, he went thro’ 

much more Danger, as well as Fatigue, be¬ 

fore he arrived at Ftndhorn ; where, landing 

on the 28th of March 1729, he found fome 

of the Company’s Ships loading, and en¬ 

tered at once upon his Bufinefs, and the 

Day following he acquainted them by Let¬ 

ter, with what he had done. 

From 
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from hence he travelled along the Coaft 

to Garmouth, another of the Company’s 

Ports, and meeting with Mr. Strachey at 

Fockubers, a Village in that Neigbourhood, 

had the firft Pleafure of being acquainted 

with him; which was no fmall Advantage; 

for that Gentleman, who for a-while had 

the Charge of the Xork-Buildings Affairs 

there, and being univerfally effeemed, in¬ 

troduced him into the beff Company again 

^ the North ; and giving the New-comer 

his Cue too, he quickly difcovered which 

Way a great many Thoufands had been 

fquandered away. 

In April 1729, he arrived at Culnakyle, 

where was the Company’s chief Concern in 

thofe Parts, it being near the Woods; which, 

in the Highland Language, the Name fig. 

nifies. It lies upon the Banks of the Spey, 

about 2 5 Miles from Garmouth, where that 

River difembogues, and near the Centre of 

the Royalty of the Laird of Grant, in Strath 

[the Vale] of Spey, extending upwards of 

40 Miles from Eaft to Weft, and 15 or 20 

from North to South, moil of which is 

within 
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Within his Eftate. This was formerly the 

Family-feat, and built in the Manner of 

that Country, on the Sides of a Quadrangle, 

called there a Clofe, all upon a Floor, with 

a Turf, cut fquare, and called Fale, for the 

Walls j and fo covered with another Sort, 

cut flat, and called Divet, as to be warm 

and durable. But fince the Death of the 

prefent Sir Ludowick's Grandfather, (the 

Family refiding at Cajlle Grant, a large Stone 

Houfe about four Miles diftant) this old 

One was let to the York-Buildings Com¬ 

pany ; who, putting Pieces of Glafs to the 

little Window-Lights, which had Boards 

for keeping out the Weather before, gave 

great Offence to fome of the Neighbours, 

who thought the Englijh might, be content 

to live as their Chief had done; where, like 

other Highland Houfes, the beft Apartment, 

ftill retaining the Name of the Ladies Room, 

with its curved Timbers and no Cieling to 

hide the Roof, as General Wade obferved, 

refembled a Ship Keel uppermoft. 

;i • t \ * p L ? '*«' i t X v *' ? J. 1-4-^ 

-fo 
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In order to give fome Idea of Mr. Ste- 

phenss Employment, it is fit to give alfo 

fome Account of the Company’s Under¬ 

takings; but their Rile, Progrefs and Fall, 

being well known, it will fuffice, to fpeak 

only of what came under his Cognizance or 

Inlpection. Having large Concerns in the 

North before the Year 1727, it was then re- 

prefented to them, how beneficial a Trade 

might be carried on in the Fir-Timber of 

Sir James (the Laird) of Grant's Woods, in 

Strath Spey, which were about 24 Miles in 

Circumference, and faid to contain Mails 

fufficient for the whole Navy of Grcat-Bri- 

tain ; and being on the Banks of the Spey, 

with what Eafe they might be floated down 

that River, carried again in Rafts round to 

Fmdhorn, and there lhipt in a good Har¬ 

bour, that of Garmouth being unfafe. In 

Conlequence of which, the Company agreed 

with the Laird for 60,000Trees Handing, for 

which they were to pay 7000/. Befides this, 

there were large and expenfive Iron-works 

undertaken, both Forges and Furnaces, at 

Culnakyle and elfewhere. Upon the whole, 

were 
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were employed about 200 Workmen, ex- 

clufive of Officers, fuch as Surveyor of the 

Woods, Supervifor of the Works upon the 

Coait, Iron-mailers, Store-keepers, Clerks, 

Overfeers, &c. There were likewife 150 

Englijh Draught-horfes fent, with Carriages 

and other Implements, from London, for 

hauling the Mails out of the Woods, and 

doing what elie was requilite in the carrying 

on of thefe great Affairs. 

He had not been long arrived, before he 

found, that the building of a Harbour had 

been likewife projected, becaufe that of Ttnd- 

horn, having a Bar before it, was not alto¬ 

gether commodious, and the Navigation to 

it, with Mails in a Raft, from Gar mouth, 

was very hazardous. Again, the Number of 

Obitru&ions in the River were found to be 

equal to that of fuch Mails in the Woods, 

and Saw-Mills were then ere&ing to convert 

them into Deal-boards; befides which, the 

Projectors were to feek for the proper Ore, 

of which the Iron was to be made: All 

which put him under fome Difficulty in his 

I Coiv 
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Correfpondence with the Company; for 

though there was a Foundation for carrying 

on both fimber and Iron-works to Advan¬ 

tage, after they had begun to cut up the 

miftaken Marts; yet, their Credit being ten- 

dei, it behoved him to be cautious of what 

he wrote, concerning wild Schemes, and 

that Oeconomy which had wafted fo much 

Money; though he could put on a good 

Face in the Country, and ftlence that Im¬ 

pertinence whicn flows from Ignorance. 

Fie was but coldly received by thofe whom 

he was fent to controul; which they fo ill 

could bear, that the inferior Officers were 

taught to queftion the Validity of his Orders, 

until the Appiobation of the Others was firft 

had, though he had a Power of Difmiffion: 

So little jealous, however, he was of his 

Honour, and backward in the Exercife of a 

difcretionary Power, that not a Man of them 

loft his Place, notwithftanding fome had 

been pointed out in London; and among 

them One, who, though he had behaved 

worfe than the Reft, yet he interceded for 

him unknown, when the Board had reiolved 

on 
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on his Difcharge. By thus overcoming E- 

vil with Good, he lived in Friendlhip with 

them, whilft they hood in proper Awe, and 

did their Duty. 

He was not at a Lofs neither how to be¬ 

have to thofe in the Country with whom he 

had Dealings, from the higheft to the low- 

eft ; as an Inftance of the Firft, the Duke 

of Gordon, who was lately dead, having 

had fome Concern with the great Men, who 

had like to have let him and the Company 

into a Secret, with the Harbour before-men¬ 

tioned, befides other fine Things; and that 

in particular being dropt, after his Son, who 

was a Minor, had been at an Expence, in 

Confequence of his Father’s Agreement with 

the Company; the Dutchefs, a Lady of a 

pretty high Spirit, tho’ of celebrated Senfe, 

was refolved to give them no Quarter; and 

accordingly wrote a very angry Letter,* 

I 2 which 

* S I R9 Gordon-Cajlle, ’June 2. 

YOUR moft obliging Letter came fafe to Hand, 
but till now had no Occafion* to return an An¬ 

swer. Mr. Wycherley and I were much furprized at two 
Letters I had laft Poft from London, viz. Lord Lions 
and Colonel Her fey’s. Lord Lion very plainly and ho- 

neftlj 
* In Scotland means Opportunity. 



which he anfwered with great Refpect 

charging her Grace, at the fame Time, wit h 
condemning them unheard.-j* And acquaint¬ 

ing 
iicflly fays, the Company are not to build a Harbour 

at any other Place than Golocbi, but are not fully re¬ 
vived to build one any where. Colonel Horfey’s Let¬ 
ter is fomewhat more referved, and it feems they would 
impofe longer on us; but-Trifling is at an End. 
1 vvixh we had not been the Fools, upon fuch Faith, 
to have bought Land at two hundred Years Purchafe. 

*"| " y wants no Land in Scotland1 efpecialJy at 
that Rate. J 

This of Courfe puts an End of any Thing further 
to be expedled from this Family; and Braco, beino- a 
great and potent Man, may aflift the Company with 
fuch Services as they may want. I own they might 

have chofen (ome other Perfons to have bubbled ; but 
regret this poor Country is fo ill Fated, as to have every 

good and laudable Undertaking mat’d by thebafe Con- 
tnvances of its own Natives.£ 

As to yourfelf, ihall with Pleafure do you any Ser- 
vice in my own, or Son’s Power. J 

Your faithf ul Friend 

X o JVilkam Stephens j Efq; 
at Culnakyle. 

H. Gordon. 

+ May it pleafe your Grace, Culnakyle, June 4. 

T Had the Honour of your Grace’s Letter, Yeffer- 
A day in the Evening, wherein I find fuch Teftimony 
of your condefcending Goodnefs towards me, as I am 
incapable of exprefling a dueSenfeof; much lefs to 
know wherein 1 merit it. At the fame Time the Re- 
fentment which you are pleafed to fliew towards the 

York- 
t A Neighbour was fufpe&ed to be aiming at a Har¬ 

bour elfewhere, but all was dropt. 

v
v
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York-Buildings Company, (whofe Servant I am) mu ft 
unavoidably gave real Caufe of Afllidtion, whilfl I find 
myfelf render’d incapable of ferving them, with that 
Pleafure which I had conceived under your Grace’s 

Patronage:- 
It would be impertinent in me, Madam, to enter 

into any Argument, on the Reafons which have in¬ 
duced your Grace to take fo fharp a Refolution ; not 
knowing what has palled between your honourable Fa¬ 
mily and the Company; but if you had thought fit to 
indulge them yet fo far, as to have admitted the Re¬ 
turn of the Poll, to fee what they would have offered 
to your Confutation, I fhould have hoped for a good 
Iflue ; and I will not yet defpair, but your Clemency 
will be fuch, as to allow them a Hearing, whenever 
they (hall addrefs your Grace on this unhappy Occafi- 
on; the Event of which I dare not prefume to judge 

of; but am willing to hope the bell. 
In the mean Time as Mr. Ranken has fignified to me 

your Commands, That none of the Company’s Ser¬ 
vants prefume to lay any Timber upon the Ground 
belonging to your Family, I have fent Orders, that 
None for the Future be laid there; but if your Grace 

will admit of thofe Trees already landed, to remain a 
very little while, till I know where to difpofe of them, 
’twill be a Mark that your former good Will towards 
the Company is not utterly extindt, and beyond Hopes 

of Recovery. 
I allure your Grace, without Compliment, that the 

concluding Paragraph of your very obliging Letter, 
in which you are pleafed to give me fuch Aflurances 
of the Friendfhip of your Family, is fufficient to 
animate me with a Spirit always prompting to de- 
ferve as far as I am capable the Continuance of fo great 
a Good to Madam, 

May it pleafe your Grace, 

Tour mojl obliged, and mojf 

Obedient, humble Servant, 

Will. Stephens. 

To her Grace the Dutchefs of Gordon, 

And 
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ing the Company with it,+ they left it to 

And he wrote to the Company accordingly. 

t Culnakyle, 7th of June, 1729. 

u ?Utchefs of is fo far from relenting, 
that the was pleafed this Week to forbid your 

Servants landing any Timber, on the Ground belong¬ 
ing to that Family j and even required them to remove 
w at was already landed; as Mr. Ranken advifed me 
y Letter, Exprefs from Fcchulers, with one inclofed 

to me from the Dutchefs, complaifant enough : but 
conceived otherwife in fuch opprobrious Terms, with 
•Regard to the Honour of the Company, that I can¬ 
not prevail with myfelf in fending it to you, as I once 
intended ; fince what I wrote you, and fent enclofed 
in my Ialt, is fufficientto flrew the Rage her Grace is 
tranfported with. 

I wrote her Grace back as full as I could in Com¬ 
pliment, and after telling her the Misfortune I found 
myfelf under, in being rendered incapable of fervinff 
you under her Patronage, whiJft her Refentment ran 
io high, I told her that my Orders were gone for Mr, 
Ranken to lay no more Timber upon their Ground • 
but that, if fhe would allow what was already landed 
to continue there till I knew how to difpofe of it it 
would be a Mark that her good Will towards the 
Company was not quite extindf. What Step to take, 
I am utterly at a Lofs to know, without your Advice 
and Diredtion. 

Her Grace hints, that Braco^ being a great and po¬ 
tent Man, may ajjj/i the Company witbfucb Services as 
they may want; but that I look on as a Sarcafm ; for he 
had actually given the Company to underftand, that 
they muft expedt no Favour from him; whereupon, I 
once thought we were happy in the Place under the 
Gordon Family; but now we are fawn betwixt two. 

1 am, Gentlemen, 

Tour, &c. 

W. S. 
To the Hon. the Governor and Court of Ailiftants of 

the York-Buildings Company. 
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him,j| who managed with that Addrefs, that 

they were reftored to Favour; and their Ser¬ 

vant was never afterwards rebuked; except 

for not going often enough to Gordon-Cajile, 

where he always met with a hearty Wel¬ 

come* 

In Anfwer to which they wrote. 

II s J London, 2ifto{June, 1729.* 

WE refer you to what is contained in our laft Let¬ 
ter, relating to the Dutchefs of Gordon's Beha¬ 

viour towards the Company. We are well allured in 
our own Minds, there have been fome Enemies inter- 
pofing their ill Offices, by falfe Suggeftions, which 
has occafioned this Alteration. Had you feen her 
Grace’s Letters to the Governor, it would fatisfy you 
that fome under-hand Arts and Tricks have been ufed, 
to brins Matters to this Pafs. But fince it is fo, and 
while this Difpofition continues in the Dutchefs, we 
need not advife you to manage with Prudence, and ufe 
your beft Endeavours to find out the Truth. In the 
mean Time, we fhall leave every Thing to your Ma 
nagement, as you find beft to do for the Company’s 
Service, and judge moft proper. 

We are 

Your moft humble Servants, 

Samuel Horfey, Governor. 

William Corbett. 

Francis Townley. 

To William Stephens^ Efq; 
at Culnakyle. 
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come, after their Affairs were grown bad,* 

both in Scotland and London, and to the very 

laft of his being in the Country. 

And as for thole of a lower Degree, who 

were not always quite fo open in their Be¬ 

haviour, his Defcription •f of the deep De- 

ligns 
*S I R, ' W 

1 the Time I had the Favour of your laft obliging 
Letter, i was indifpofed, which hinder’d me from 

making you then a Return. 

As I have all imaginable Reafon to be convinc’d of 
the Friendfhip you exprefs for me and my Family, fo I 
allure .you I am very feniible of your Merit, and fo far 
as I have Power, none will be more ready than I {hall 
be on every Occafion to do you Service. Could any 
Thing give me a good Opinion of the York-Buildings 
Affairs, it would be their being in this Country under 
fo deferring a Director as you are. None will be more 
welcome where I have a Concern, and I am, 

Sir, 

Your ?noJl oblig'd, 

Gordon- CaJUe, Humble Servant, 

Jan- z6th- H. Gordon. 

+ “ But now we are come to Work on the other 
Side of the Stream, up {farts Knockando, and fays, we 
fliall not meddle therf ; for turning the Courfe of Wa¬ 
ter on the oppofite Side of the River will deprive him 
of his Salmon Fifhery; which I underftand he values 
at 33 s. 4d. Sterling, and fancy I fhall bring him to 
make ProfeiTions how great a Friend he is to the 
Company ; as it may be done partly with a Defign 
that fome Court muff be paid him, in order to grant a 
Favor, or with a View of a Compliment, that is, 

fomething more than Words.” 



an Invitation as he had from a Perfon of 

Fortune*' may fhew too, how much he 

was refpe&ed, at the fame Time, and more 

efpecially as he was an honeft, open-hearted 

Gen- K 
* Honoured Sir, 

TH E good Account I have of your Merits and 
Affe&ion to this Country, make me long for the 

Pleafure of your Acquaintance. I have been oftener 
than once necelTarily diverted from my Inclinations to 
wait on you; and if your Goodnefs would gratify my 
Fondnefs, to allow me a Vilit here, the Samen* would 
be moft agreeable to M‘Alpin, who would value him- 
felf not a little upon the Occafion. 

Sir, Pleafe accept of the fmall Complimentf fent 
by the Bearer, as the little Teftimony can at prefent 
be given of my Inclination. And till I have the Ho¬ 
nour of your Acquaintance, I fubfcribe, with great Re- 
fpe£! and Efteem, 

Honoured Sir, 

Tour mojl 

Obedient humble Servant, 

P. Grant, alias McAlpinJ. 

Fullochgreeve, 
Feb. 27 th. 

To William Stephens, Efq; 
at Culnakyle. 

* A Mark of Refpeft. 
+ A Prefent of a Buck. 
t He pretended to have defcended from an antient 

King of Scotland of that Name. 

— — - 
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Gentleman who gave it; though blunt, and 

lo lingular in fome Refpedts, that he might 

crack a Joke, or fay what came uppermoft 

without Offence. InaVifit to General Wade, 

his Compliments were pretty extraordinary 

at entering the Room, among a good Deal 

of Company, in his Highland Drefs, when 

he accofted him thus." 

R. Good Day to you, Generaal. 

“ G. I am glad to fee you, Rothimurcus. 

“ R. What News the Day, Generaal ? 

“ G. None but what you fee in the Pa¬ 

pers. 

“ R. No News of King James the 

Aighth now-a-days ?” 

which ended in the General’s turning fhort. 

fmiling and talking to fome Body elfe. 

Mr. Stephens, having redified, as he could, 

what he- thought amifs in the Company’s 

Affairs under his Inlpedion, the Governor 

came to vifit them, and fo approved of what 

he had done, as to enlarge his Power, and 

fix him a Salary of 200/. per An. for him- 

felf and Clerk; and Plenty of good and 

proper Ore being found at lafl, there was 

a 
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a fair Profped of Succefs in both Wood 

and Iron-works, tho’ the Mad-trade had 

failed; nor were the Thanks of the Com¬ 

pany wanting for his Service, fo long as they 

did well for themfelves. 

But this was only a Glare of Sun-lliine once 

more in his Life; his Brother Mewe was 

dead, and the Foundation of the Company s 

Ruin, in which thefe Things had a very 

fmall Share, was laid in Change-Alley, be¬ 

fore they were projected; nor was the Mif- 

chief done by the Gentlemen at his Time 

in the Direction; who carried them on in 

the bed Manner they could; but by their 

Predeceflbrs, in jobbing the Stock of the 

Company; who, foon after Mr. Stephens 

came, begun to make fuch flender Remit¬ 

tances of Money, that it was with great 

Difficulty he could lupport their Credit in 

the Country j notwithdanding the Plank and 

Deal-board-trade was fo edabliffied as to 

make them very confiderable Returns, and 

the Iron had bid fair to be much greater. 

But the Proprietors, indead of taking falutary 

K. 2 Meafure? 
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Meafures, their Affairs being not irretrieve- 

able, fquabbled; till a Set of that Sort of 

Men among them, who knew how to make 

an Advantage of People in Trouble, brought 

on a Parliamentary Enquiry, and all Things 

into Confufion ; by neffling themfelves into 

the Direction, for which they were unfit; 

and out of which, they had jollied thofe of 

Worth, every Way equal to the Emergen¬ 

cy of the Company’s Affairs, which they 

had at Heart. 

During thefe Tranfadions in London, 

their Works were upon the Decline, it may 

be imagined, in the North; tho’ Mr. Ste- 

phms kept Things together with the Work¬ 

men, whilfl, to the Amazement of the Coun- 

try, there were two Years Arrears due to 

them ; for which Forbes of Culloden, Colo¬ 

nel Grant of Ballendalloch, and others, cal¬ 

led him the Earl of Marr, who could keep 

an Army together without Pay. 

But not a Paffage in his Life deferves No¬ 

tice more than the model! Requefl, which 

his old Lory Friends had the Confidence to 

make 
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make about this Time; it being only to ride 

600 Miles from Culnakyle to the Ifle of 

Wight, to ferve their Turn, ftill once 

more, at an Election; for which they 

very generoufly lent him as much IVIo 

ney as would bear his Expences thither, 

and their Promile of a Protection. So 

he was to> quit a truly lion eft and large 

Concern, in which he was lo deeply 

engaged, to do a Piece of Service for 

thofe, who had difeovered no Averfion 

to the ' Saying of; “ J have this, and 

“ will thank you for the next. Favour;” 

who had ufed him fo well before; and 

would moft certainly have left him to 

go back to Culnakyle-, as his Son had 

been, about the fame Time, to go to London-, 

whom one of them put to the Blulli, in a 

large Company, by faying, “ He had a 

« Horfe of mine that carried him to the 

“ Election, I don’t know how he got 

“ back.” 

When Mr. Stephens received the Letter 

to afk the Journey, he almoft loft his Pati¬ 

ence ; and though he forbore Refentment, 

■■ 
\tfi ,, — * —- 
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it was not without fome Emotion, as may be 

feen by what he wrote * foon after to his 

Son; who having Nothing but his Father’s 

Virtues to recommend him, was forgot by 

the Tories at the Eledtion of Members, which 

happened at Southampton, not very long af¬ 

ter this, and other fignal Inftances of their 

Modefty and Gratitude; and was employed 

I 
Uear Son Culnahyle 23 Sept. 1732. 

■ SftV R?f°nS I Save for not anfwering the 

Light, that you cannot but juftif/me in vrmr b trr- hT?e fame sa°: 
“ch,a Leng* (even to Ruin) ftil] aduate me andl 

think I fhall perfevere in them to the laft; tho’ cruel 
Treatment might have induced another Man to fhew 
fome Requital. As for the corrupt Brood" Xn kt 
them enjoy the Fruits of their Labours as they pleafe 
They have been long fince loft in my Thought Too 
many and too heavy (God knows) are the Offences I 
muft plead guilty to, which I can never hope to atone 
for in this Life ; or make due Recompence to thofe I 
have injured; which is more than enough for an 7n 

Da^of my Dc^Th “ “d ^ ‘0 the' 

ture will prevail; and at prefent I muft ftop.—I mull 
conclude in hafte at laft, 

L>ur very affeaionate Father, 

Will, Stephens. 
To William Stephens, Junior, Efq. 
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on the other Side, by Mr. WtHiatus, the 

Town-clerk of Newport, who brought him 
i ) 

more Briefs at the Afiizes, and Cafes in the 

Country as well as Town, than all the To-1 

ries of the County; which alter’d not his 

Principle, though the Lawyer’s Shop is open. 

In the Situation of the Tork-Buildings 

Company’s Affairs before-mentioned, a Di- 

redtion, confiding of a few fubtle Ones, with 

a weak Brother in the Chair, made fihort 

Work of it. In their firft Letter to Mr. 

Stephens, they order’d him to be more con- 

cife in his, and not to interrupt Mr. Baylies* 

in any Contrast he may make, or the Applica¬ 

tion of Money; which, it may be prefumed, 

was meant as a Reward for his Treachery 

to thofe in the former Direction, who could 

not truft him without fuch a Check. But 

the next, the mod, and lad important Ser¬ 

vice they did at Culnakyle, was fending One 

Abell, a chofen One, to infpedt their Affairs 

there, as alfb their Edates, and other Works 

in the North. This Gentleman being the 

only Man of Senfe among the Court of Af- 

fidants, 

* Mafter of the Iron-works. 
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fifhnts, and attended by Mr. Place, whom 

the late Directors had difcarded, and was al- 

fo to kt provided for, (as Mr. Bay lies had been, 

and for the fameReafons,) ’tis fit that fome- 

thmg more than Mr. Abell's Name fhould 

go to Pofterity; as it did in a Letter,* wrote 

about that Time, by Mr. Stephens to his 
Son in Londo?i. 

Mr. Abell had not been long at Culnakyle, 

before the Workmen prefen ted themfelves 

m a Body, to let him know they could work 

no longer without Pay; when, in the Fright 

which he took at an Army of Highlanders,, 

he charged Mr. Stephens with having com¬ 

bined with them j becaufe he /Wkept them 

to it fo long without Money, and would not 

* “.,T£e Char‘iacr of Mr. Abell is fitter for a 
more able Pen to undertake ; for I muft own, to me 
he appears a ^ttkStMnigma; wherein all I could dif- 
cover was, that he is a Deift, whom neither the Old 
or New Tejlament pleafes, exploding the Eternity of 
Hcdl-l orments in the latter, and calling the Mo Lai 
Infhtution Blafphcmy, which defcribes God to be an 
angry and jealous God ; but, laying afide fuch of his 
Attributes as he does not like, he allows of his Good- 
nefs and Mercy. Thus flock’d with Religion, he is 
ad omniaparatus, and what may not be expected from 



engage farther againft common Honefty, to 

betray an innocent People, who placed a 

Confidence in him, for the Sake of giving 

a few Change-Alley-Men a little Credit, which 

themfelves were unable to procure. How¬ 

ever this fell heavy upon him; for though 

Mr. Abell was afraid to turn him out of his 

Office, left the Country fhould rife, he 

left no Method untried to make him un- 

eafy. He then defired an honourable Dif- 

million, and received this Jefuitical Anfwer, 

“ You know, Sir, whether you can ferve 

“ the Company with Honourf’ and his Ac¬ 

counts, which, at his own Requeft, had been 

always laid before them once a Month, un~ 

dergoing a ftridt Scrutiny, and not an Article 

difputed of 8000/. and upwards difburfed, 

it was expe&ed they would have been palled; 

but that was declined, with aPromife to “ re- 

“ port them to the Gentlemen in London, 

“ who are Men of Honourf’ and fo, like 

himfelf, they turned out. 

Thus was he left, and with this Infolence 

did he bear, when, with the injured Work- 

L men 
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men, it was in his Power to have given Mr. 

Abell a great deal of Trouble ; but after his 

Efcape, the Fury of the People had like to 

have burft on Mr. aStephens, whofe Houfe 

being furrounded, they charged him with 

having deceived them. When goingforth, 

he anfwered with Intrepidity, and confcfled, 

1 hey might have Reafon to think fo; but 

as they knew how poorly he had lived, 

“ if any of them would infpedt his Ac¬ 

counts, by which they would find, every 

Servant under him had been paid prefer- 

“ able to himfelf, they would entertain a 

“ better Opinion of him;” telling them, 

“ That Clamour was productive of Confu- 

“ fion, which would deprive them of all 

“ Hopes of Redrefsto which he added, 

“ That he would not leave the Country, 

“ without parting among them what was in 

“ his Poflefiion, with which they were 

content, though the poor Men lofi: by the 

Goods, which were fold again by them, at 

25 or 30 per Cent. Difcount. 

But 
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But they complied the more readily, up- 

on feeing the Company’s EffeCts there dif- 

pofed of, without any politive Alfurance of 

Payment from them, or ProlpcCt of recei¬ 

ving Money due in the Country; that being 

arrefted by other Creditors, which would 

have gone a great Way towards paying the 

poor People ; who had earned it by the 

Sweat of their Brow, in manufacturing the 

very Goods fold for that Money. 

The Works being at a Stand before, for 

want of their Horfes, which were fold at 

Audtion, to pay for the Provender they had 

eaten, and for which they had been pawn¬ 

ed ; the next Thing he was Witnefs to, was 

the Seizure of all the EffeCts remaining in 

his Hands, even to the very Furniture of the 

Hut that gave him Shelter; and when he 

had no ProfpeCt of any Kind in that Coun¬ 

try, which he would have gladly got out 

of, he paffionately utter’d thefe Words of 

the Pfalmift, “Wo is me, who am conjlrained 

“ to dwell with Mefech and to have my Ha- 

(C bitation among the T*ents o/ Kedar! 

L 2 The 
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The Reformers in London, having nei¬ 

ther Heads nor Hearts to obtain Weight or 

Credit, the Company’s Affairs grew° every 

Day worfe there likewife j until, with their 

Troubles in WeJlminJler~Balhn& Parliament, 

which were retaliated upon thefe Directors, 

for Mal-adminiftration indeed, they fell quite 

to Pieces j the new Governor not continuing 

fo iong in this exalted Station, as in that, 

where, hearing Mr. Erie make it extremely 

clear, that he was too much a Fool to be guil¬ 

ty of fome Knavery laid to his Charge; fays 

he, “I proteft I never heard Mr. Erie fpeak 

“ fo well in my Life.” - 

But before there came a new Set of Ma¬ 

nagers, there being often a Change of Mi- 

niftiy, Mr. Bayhes the favourite Agent, be¬ 

ing caught, after about fix Months hecfor- 

mg, fwelling, and pilfering, he took a fud- 

den Flight, with which Mx. Stephens ac¬ 

quainted ^ the Board, who ordered him 

there- 
* Gentlemen, CAilnakyle, 16th March, 1734. 

S I have never failed to acquaint you with what- 

ever you ought to know* Mr. Bayhes went hence 
fo early on Sunday Morning, that he was feen a good 
.Length in his Way for London, before Sun-riiing. 

When 
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When I confider, he fpent Saturday Evening with 

me and returned Home not till the ufual Hour ot Kelt, 

withou giving me the lead Notice of his Intention, 

Sigh he took Horfe not many Hours alter; I can¬ 

not help thinking Something extraorchn^ 
under fuch a Secret; and when I fee Myltery e\-ry 

Day fo much abounding, ’tis impoffible but fome Jea- 

loufies muft arife, which are fooner conceived than ex- 
prelfed. My Continuance may be deemed a Grievance, 
which he would wifh to be eafed of; and whenever .t 

{hall be your Pleafure to invert him with the foie Pow¬ 

er of an Agent here, I fhall be content; though no 

Difcord has arifen betwixt us; yet neither has there 

ever been fuch a Concurrence of Sentiments, as to 

create any Uneafinefs at two fuch Friends parting. 

During the late Perturbations here, I ftlll to!.‘ch^. 
tenderly on that Part; being very cautious left I Ihouid 

injure an innocent Man ; but I am forty now that a 

late Inftance has too plainly (hewn fome clandeftine 

Practices; for the Day after Mr. Bay lies went hence, 

Dalracbny, having private Information of a large I arcel 

of Iron carried fecretlv from the Forge, and concealed 
in the Houfe of one of your Saw-Millers, went by 
Authority, and there he found it hid very artfully, which 

he laid Hands on. They made Search again \ efter- 

dav, and found between fix and feven 1 ons more. 

How far fuch Night-work and Concealment may DC 

thought criminal, you are the proper Judges. 

I have fuch Informations frequently brought me, as 

would be aftonilhing ; but, willing to think they part y 

arife from Prejudice, in fome under Mr. Baylies, now 

his Back is turned, I lay them not to his Charge ; tho 

I cannot forget them ; and no doubt Enquiry will be 

made into all that is done here. 
lam-, Gentlemen, 

Your mojl obedient 
Humble Servant, 

Will. Stephens. 

To the Hon. the Governor and Court of Affiftants of 
the York-Buildings Company. 

SlJ'y 
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thereupon,-!, to take the Iron-works under 

h,. Care, which was of little Ufe then; for 

!I UKy Were raak‘"S Havock in LmJm, 

there 

T A)0 f i r°rk'Buildin?.s-H°tife, March ?0 r 7 ?, 
I by order of rh^ n J ^ ’ *7 34- 
1 ants to and Courtof Affift- 

candid Account of Mr ' £W'^R^-your °Pen and 
ever further Acc„Unts S"fBehaV'0Ur’ and what- 

ceive of Managements y°V ma7 re~ 

f rJ j;s 

wliatfoever you cinder ^ ^ ^ CrpnrponyC E/Fedis, 

,o *°x„? in,°n- »<* »- 
Mn5rfr,’t*hare KSSSr ”d 
to wJtf ^'"6 “ <W.%Ton, of Iron 

foon to effect, but is f.r f which he gave Hopes 

=nd has no, ZtSSS&tX ***** 
ceived of him and it R r ,pe«ations that were con- 

of mfinite Prejudice to the1 Company s^ffairs'3 W,,, * 

cced in°U ""If n° regU,ar Inftruaions how to pro 

, ‘. M Slti? ” T*"’ y°“ «*w S mt D macrus as prudently as you can. 

By °rder °fthe Gov- and Court of Affiant sy 

I amj Sir 

7 

^ “our moji humble Servant, 
Richard Birch. o // / 77/ can Stephens, E fq; 

at Culnakyle. 

,ll£lotriri| Wlth their Letter defiring J t0 bL moreconcife, they make a pretty Fi; igure. 
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there was fuch Scrambling in the Country, 

that he had not been long in Pofieffton be¬ 

fore they were likewife feized. Soon after 

which he received a kind Letter rrom a fin- 

cere Friend, who went from London to E- 

dinburgh to adjudicate for himfelf and otheis, 

which Mr. Stephens could not do, his Ac¬ 

counts having not been pafled; and feeing 

that all Hopes of common Juftice from the 

Board were at an End, had Reafon to fear 

himfelf again in a loft, as he was in a de¬ 

plorable, Condition. And his laft Refbit 

was to thofe, who, having made Seizures 

of all remaining, were in full Pofteftion; 

and, being the only Obftacle to theii cjuict 

Enjoyment, for the Sake or which, anti to 

get rid of the laft of the Tork-Buildmgs, 

they difgorged as mucn as would decently 

carry him off. 
Notwithftanding he had never perfonally 

engaged for Payment of any Debt, which 

he had contracted in Behalf of the Compa¬ 

ny, and paid his own private Debts; yei, be¬ 

ing fenfible that, as Things turned out, he 

had made too much Ufe of very great Cre¬ 
dit 
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dit which had been given him in the Coun¬ 

try, he dreaded a People, who, exafperated 

at their Lofs, might take their Revenge of 

im’ for Injuries done them by others- 

which put him upon a Sort of Stratagem to 

get away m Safety after all. Being engaged 

m a Law-fuit for the Company, and very 
unexpectedly defeated by a Decrete againft 

him in an inferior Court at Elgin, he ap¬ 

pealed to the Lords of Sedion; whom he 

might fairly fay, as was given out, he was 

to attend at Edinburgh. But how to bring 

two Things to bear, fo diametrically oppofite, 

as to leave any Sort of A durance of his Re¬ 

turn, with a Multitude of Creditors, who 

looked on hinx as their forlorn Hope; and to 

adure thofe who wanted him gone, that it 

was not intended, put him under feme Dif¬ 

ficulty; for which he thought of this Expe¬ 

dient, to leave with the latter the Bulk of 

what he had, to be fent after him; particu¬ 

larly his Papers, Books of Accounts, &c. 

excepting fome of the moil valuable, which 

fie took in his Cloak-bag, which gave the o- 

thers Room to expert his Return. Matters 
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being thus fettled, and having fome of thofe 

in Power to efcort him to the Limits of Strath 

Spey ; he took a final Leave thereof on Sun¬ 

day the 19th of January, 1735; about Nine 

in the Morning, not without a friendly part¬ 

ing with thole, who too much bewailed their 

Lofs to have hurt him, as by their Tears 

was manifeft. 

Having never failed on his Part in corre- 

fponding with the Company, he acquainted 

them with his intended Journey to Edin¬ 

burgh ; where, being well received by his 

Acquaintance, he Ipent a few Weeks in Fes¬ 

tivity, and fuch Joy as he was capable of} 

whilft he waited the Iflue of the Law-fuit, 

and the Company’s Orders too, till he def- 

paired of receiving any; when he proceeded 

on his melancholy Journey, arriving m Lon¬ 

don, Jpril 5, 1735. There, in Parliament, 

one Time more and the laft, he found the 

Court of Afliftants fo much in Need of Mr. 

Erie’s Help again, that they could not find 

Time to pafs an Agent’s Accounts; and that 

he mull lofe, as he did, very near 400/. due 

for Salary} by a Set of Men, fit only to rend 

M Meafures, 
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Meafures, for which they had no Remedy and 

to give the finding Blow to a Capital of One 

Milhon, Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds, 

Whofe Party was a Contrivance on- 

LY TO SERVE PRIVATE INTEREST. 

CHAP. V. 
I ■ i ^ j i f ;' ...... 

Dijlrefs'd in England, he goes a Voyage to 
America. 

_ r 

‘vf H E being ipent, which he had 

-i. fo luckily gotten, as he once thought, 

to carry him from Scotland to London,, and 

his Family in almoft as much DiErefs too 

as he had fled from, according to his own 

Words, he “ became a Burthen to thofe 

“ whom he ought to fupport ” Therefore 

unable to live in London, with their Aflift- 

ance only, the next Scene of JVTilery was at 

Penrith in Cumberlandj where he was again 

buried for fome Months, unacquainted with 

every Body in that Neighbourhood, except 

Mr. Hill, a Clergyman,who having been 

his 
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his Son’s Tutor at Oxford, provided the beft 

Place he could for fuch a poor Man; who 

had not Friends that could keep him from 

Want, until Colonel Horfey, a Sufferer like- 

wife in the Tork-Buildings, made him an 

Offer of going to South-Carolina, to furvey 

a Barony * of Land, for which he had a 

Grant; when, the third Time in Life, Mr. 

Stephens thought that he had difcover’d fome 

Rays of Light; for as they efteemed each 

other, and the Colonel was in Expectation 

of going out Governor of that Province, he 

thought very juftly, that he might rely on 

him; and the more readily embraced the 

Opportunity of tranlporting himfelf to the 

Plantations, from a fond Imagination of 

making fuch Improvements, as might en¬ 

able him to provide, at leaft, for fome of 

his younger Children; efpecially as good 

Share of the Land was offer d him, upon 

which Europeans are apt to fet too great a 

Value, before they know any Thing either 

of that, or the Country in which it lies. 

M 2 But, 

* 10,000 Acres* 
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But before he embarked,, he had the Mor- 

location to hear his eldeft Son, who was bred 

to the Law, fet a Refolution to change his 

Brofeffion ; which occafioned a melancholy 

parting, as, till then, Mr. Stephens had con¬ 

ceived home Hopes that, thro’ him, the Fa¬ 

mily might Fill have a Being; and could 

therefore fcarce fupport the Thoughts of his 

Retirement to a Curacy which he had un¬ 

dertaken in Somerfetjhire; whilft he was go¬ 

ing himfelf, to take Refuge in the Wilds of 

America, at the End of eight Years Exile. 

Upon his Arrival at Charles-Town, the 

Letters he carried were a Means of his be- 

ing introduced to thole of the greatell; Con- 

fequence there, who behaved very courte- 

oully to him. And in his Way to the Land 

which he was fent to, upon the Banks of the 

River Savannah, which gives Name to that 

Town in Georgia, and divides the two Colo¬ 

nies, he had the Fortune to get acquainted 

with Mr. Oglethorpe; who, after the Survey 

was finilhed, had the Condefcenfion to per¬ 

mit his Return to England on Board the fame 

Ship with himfelf. For lo great an Honour, 

he 
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he could do no lefs than teftify, to a Board 

of Truftees, at their Office in Dirty-Lane, 

That he had been in Georgia, and that 

fome of the People did cultivate Land upon 

which they were fettled, which removed the 

Doubts of tome, who had queftioned the Ex¬ 

istence of the Place. 

His fanguine Friend Horfey, at the fame 

Time that he found Mr. Stephens had execu¬ 

ted his Commiffion with Pun&uality, found 

too, that he had been as much impofed upon 

by Projectors in American Land, as he had 

been by thofe of Scotch Malls; but being of 

a grateful and generous Temper, moll hear¬ 

tily recommended his Friend Stephens, who 

had acquitted himfelf well upon every Oc- 

calion, to the Truftees for Georgia, with 

whom he found Favour, Mr. Oglethorpe, Mr. 

Martyn their Secretary, and Mr. Vsrlejl their 

Accomptant, and fome others in the Secret, 

excepted. When he was introduced to the 

Board, he was permitted to Sit; but not be¬ 

fore a Motion was made for Leave; for fuch 

State did they take upon them, and fo great 

was their Solemnity, that they appeared all 
to 
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to be as ferious as Mr. Coram; who, with 

Lord Egmont and Mr. Slower, was not only 

fond of fending out Mr. Stephens, but for 

inverting him with Power; which fo alarm¬ 

ed the Cabal, that, to divert an Intention 

of fending him out, which they could not 

defeat, they contrived to get him, or, more 

properly, to make him a Pojl, under the 

fpecious Title of Secretary for their Affairs 

in Georgia. Having fo far fucceeded, their 

next Bufinefs was to keep him down, whom 

they could not keep out; to effed which Mr. 

Oglethorpe oppofed the giving Salaries for the 

Future to any of their Servants, except thole 

two very ufeful ones before-mentioned, and 

their Clerks; for that Land in Georgia, in- 

creafing in Value, a Trad of it, in Extent 

according to the Importance of the Service, 

would be more advantageous; efpecially, if, 

with a Grant of it, a further Bounty was 

given, of a proportionable Number of Ser¬ 

vants, with a Year’s Provifions, Axes to cut 

down the Trees, and manufadure the Tim¬ 

ber of very great Value, and Hoes to cul¬ 

tivate and plant the Land; the Produce of 

which 
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which would be worth more than any Sala¬ 

ry they could give out of the Money granted 

by Parliament to fettle the Colony, by fend¬ 

ing over People, and promoting of Cultiva¬ 

tion. But One prefent, who was going for 

Georgia, innocently afking, Where was the 

Market for fo much Timber, and what Pro¬ 

duce had been raifed, he was never forgiv¬ 

en. . 

This was a bitter Pill, which Mr. Stephens I 

was forced to fwallow, or fall into the Hands i 

of a malicious Creditor, who purfued him lo 1 
clofely, as to point him out to an Officer, 

with whom he went for that Purpofe ; 

which, though it happened in a privileged j 

Place, quickly made Terms for him, with j 
thofe againft whom he was unable to con- 

tend; for the Cabal, who carried all before 

them, had an Intereft in what they were 

doing, and were the more affiduous in dif- j 

treffing him; which was foon done, when 1 

they too well knew he had no Choice to 
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good Will inclined him to j whilft many of 

Mr. Stephens s> fuppofed Friends, then alive, 

were ftill unmindful of him, and the Dif- 

treffes into which he had brought his Fami¬ 

ly, in Confidence they had meant as he did; 

infomuch that, a truly honourable Perfon, 

now, this Day, in eminent Station, who was 

almoft a Stranger, and under no Sort of O- 

bligation to any of them, was fo touched 

with their Cafe, as fomeTime after, to write 

a kind Letter,* which alone would have 

con- 

* Dear Sir, July i. 

I Had fooner returned my Thanks for your laft, but 

have been confined to my Bed, by a Feaver; and 

much fhocked with the melancholy and unexpected 

News of the Death of my Sifter. I fhall go into 

Stajfordjhire to Lord-, but look upon my Plea- 

fure this Summer, as at an End. 

I believe you have often heard me fay that Patrons are 

mighty apt to be engaged, and always extremely referved 

on thatHead. You have heard me mention, morethan 

once, thatl thought it monftrous that a Set of People, in 
whofeCaufeyou and your Family have fufFered fo much, 

fhould not make your Interefts their particular Care.Thjs 

fhould be»a favourite Point with them; but inflead of 

that, as foon as their Turn is ferv’d, no matter at whofe 

Expence, they can be ferved no longer, are very forry, 

but flip their Necks out of the Collar as faff as they 

can. This is the harder Cafe, as the Caufe and Foun¬ 

dation, of all your Misfortunes, is a fatal Objection to 

any Recommendations among thofe who do not ufe to 

defert 
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convinced both him and his Son, who then 

knew to their Coft, That Party was a 

Contrivance only to serve Private 

Interest, 

N C H A P. 

defert their Friends fo. I fhallfoon get a Conference 

with Shippen * when I will talk roundly to him on this 

Head ; and if I can once make him efpoufe the Mat¬ 

ter zealoufly, he has great Influence upon many Peo¬ 

ple : / fhall likewife fpirit up Sir Walter Bagot, whom 

/think it would well become, both as a Relation, and 

as he has great Interefl with the fame Party. 

1 fhall likewife have an Eye at the fame Time to any 

other, being, 

Dear Siry 

Tour affectionate, and 

Faithful7 humble Servant. 

To the Rev. Dodlor Stephensy 
at Cleve, in Somerfetjhire. 

* See Fol. 44. 

\ 

\ 
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CHAP. VI. 

Takes a final Leave of his native Country ; 
departs a fecond Lime for America; and 
lives in Penury fixteen Tears in Georgia, 
where he died. 

IN Defpair of any Thing to fupport him 

in England, and of almoft any Good in 

this Life, he prepared for the laft unhappy 

Scene of it, which was alotted him in Geor¬ 

gia : But iirft he accompanied his Son to take 

Horle in Hyde-Park-, who came from his 

Curacy in Somerfetjhire, on Purpofe to fee 

for the lad: Time his very unhappy, but 

more unfortunate aged Father; who refrain¬ 

ing till almoft out of Sight, then burft into 

a Flood of Tears, and cried; “ Oh my 

“ Son! my Wife! my Children!-hard 

“ is my Lot!-But-the Will of him 

,c be done, who is infinitely more merciful 

“ than we are miferable.” 

When he took Leave of the Truftees, 

thofe who meant well, being fenlible that 

their Delign of fending him was defeated 

comforted themfelves, however, with the 

Hopes 
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Hopes of a true Account of Things, which 

they never had received; and therefore that 

Talk was laid upon him, before he embark¬ 

ed at Gravefend mAuguJl 17-37, arriving in 

Georgia the November following; where the 

People were glad to fee him come back in 

an Office of feeming Importance; whilft the 

whole Colony was in a Flame, with the Pro¬ 

ceedings of thole whom Mr. Oglethorpe had 

left, to carry into Execution luch Laws and 

Orders, as the Cabal had procured and con¬ 

trived, to ruin fome, and diftrefs the whole. 

the Coals, before he was drove out of the 

Colony, for refufing the Sacrament to a 

prudent youngWoman,who atherHufband’s 

Requeft, had refrained from going to the 

Nightly Meetings of his Family of Love. 

And Mr. Stephens s Return was the more plea- 

fing, as he had declared againft fome Fun¬ 

damental Errors, or worfe, when there be¬ 

fore ; which gave them Elopes that, by his 

Means, their Grievances would be redreffed. 

But they were not a little difappointed, when 

he acquainted them, that he had no Power 

N 2 over 
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over any Perfon, or to alter any Thing; which 

the Truflees, were in no Difpofition for nei¬ 

ther. Ihen they drew up Petitions and Re- 

monflrances, fetting forth their Complaints, 

which they defined him to authenticate and 

tranfmit to theTruflees; to which he an- 

iwered, « Gentlemen, you quite miflake my 

Employment, w’hich does not give me 

Power even to do that.” And, pointing 

to the Hut in which he was and dwelt, fays 

he “ There is a Secretary with an Office, 

and there is a Secretary without an Office 

“ -m7 Bufinefs is to write of Things 

“ as they occur; and the Truflees will do as 

“ they think fit.” Which they fo well un¬ 

der flood, as to fay among themfelves after* 

waids, that he washonefl in declaring him— 

felf turned Informer, and lived always in 

good Neighbourhood with him; except for 

a fhort Time, when the People moft hated 

the Truflees, of Courfe, they took a Dif- 

likc to him, and all that belonged to them • 
W Jr 

and not without Reafon. 

Until Mr. Oglethorpe, with his Merme- 

dons, fupported by the Truflees, had dri¬ 

ves 
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ven the People almoft to Delparation, he not 

only managed fa, as to fleer clear of the 

iealous Coaft of' the ambitious General, left 

he fhould be dafhed upon the Rocks of his 

Revenge ; but fo as to inform the Truftees, 

had they not been hcod-winked, without 

keeping private Corrclpondence with any of 

them, or breaking a Neutrality with the Peo¬ 

ple. And the fufficiency of his Informati¬ 

ons, or of his anfwering, fo far as could be 

expected, the End of his Appointment, is 

not to be queftioned ; as fome Encomiums 

were made by Mr. Sloper and others, upon 

his Judgment and Accuracy, in fuch an Ac¬ 

count of Things as convinced not him alone, 

that all the Complaints from Georgia, were 

not without Foundation; and, it being pre¬ 

tended by fome prefent, that they did not 

know whom to truft, “ Good God, fays Mr. 

“ Sloper, why don’t you give this Man Pow- 

“ er? Can you fee thefe Abilities in him, 

“ and employ him only as a Journalift,whilft 

“ the People are harrafled by thofe unwor- 

“ thy of fo mean an Office under him ?” 

The 
# 
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The very Shadow of Liberty having fled 

before the General and his Troops, upon 

tneir Arrival in Georgia; where the Suffer¬ 

ings of the Innabitants were the more grie¬ 

vous, as their Complaints to the Truftees had 

always recoiled upon themfelves, till they 

were fo echo d throughout the Kingdom, that 

fomething, in Appearance of new Meafures, 

was nowprojedted. And who fo fit for aStalk- 

ing-horfe, as one that had gone well, if they 

could bring him to their Pace ? And Mr. Ste¬ 

phens acquainting his Mailers that the little 
- 

Stock, which they had allowed, was exhauft- 

ed in Improvements on the Land granted him, 

which had made but a frnall Return; and 

that, if they did not aihfl him further, he 

muff flaive; at the End of two Tears, he had 

accordingly about ioo/. more allowed him. 

A Change of IVliniftry too, in Georgia., beinfr 

contrived to amufe the Publick, a Black- 

fmith for a fecond Rate, and a Newgate-ib- 

licitor for Premiere, were at this Time remo¬ 

ved; and their high Offices fucceeded to, by 

an illiterate Taylor, and one Jones, who had 

been Night-Conflable of Ilolbourne, or St. 

Giles’s, 
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Giles’s, and once belonged to a Society, for 

Reformation of Manners, of infamous Me¬ 

mory; and, that it might carry the better Face 

with it, Mr. Stephens was to adlin Conjunction 

with thefe in the Mixes ox Money, and * 

what elfe, was never underftood; no, not by 

thofe who gave him his Infl ructions. lie 

had the Reputation, however, of letting his 

Hand to fuch Orders as Mr. Jones approved 

of, till the People were quite tired with fuch 

a Farce; for inftead of his being a Check 

upon iniquitous Jones, he was a Humbling 

Block to the other; who, by his means, can 

fcarce be faid to have done a good Thing, fo 

long as the old carved Pott remained in the 

Colony; for fuch was the Figure of the 

Man, with a puritanical Look,* and not a 

bad 

Savannah, 20 March, 1740. 

^10 NE S is the fame R-he was when you left 
J him, as far as he can; for he defigns Good to no 
Man, except thofe of his own Stamp [Whitfield* s Crew 
and the holy Sifters, &c.) and even they can hardly 
truft him : Nay, even the General himfelf lately got 
him to Frederica^ and there fell heavily upon him ; tel¬ 
ling him that his infolent, haughty Behaviour, had 

driven People away. 
I am, 

Tour, 
Will. Stephens. To Mr. 
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bad Feature in his Face; which will admit 

of an Excufe for Reflections on the Perfon 

of one, whole Countenance was a very im¬ 

pel fed Index of a much worle Heart, which 

he had, if Villainy proceeds from a bad 

one. 

It being Mr. Stephens s Misfortune to ap¬ 

pear as a principal Ador after the Inftitution 

of this new Mock-magiftracy, which was 

looked upon as an Infult upon the People, 

who held them in Derifion, it is necefla- 

rv to give fame Account of their Proceed¬ 

ings, the better to judge of his Behaviour, 

i lie next Step was to draw up Complaints 

again!! the Truftees, for whom the principal 

Inhabitants had little more Relped, than for 

the General, and his Veflels of Wrath; who, 

with the Help of his Troops had driven a- 

way many of them; but thofe remaining 

thought they had a favourable Opportunity of 

approaching tlieir Sovereign with a Petition j 

as Hector Bcrcnger Beaufainey Efcp was going 
from Georgia to Lo?idon; and they had been 

told, that he flood in fome Degree of Relation 

to her late Majefly. Accordingly they com¬ 

mitted 

VSrVHaSlE 
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mitted one to his Charge, with proper Vou- 

chers and aTeftimonial, with the Solemnity 

of the Province Seal, &c. but they never 

heard of it after; not even when he return’d, 

within a few Months, Collector of the Cuf- 

toms in Charies-T?own, a Place faid to be 

worth 4 or 500/. per An; though a Perfon of 

Subftance, removed thither from Georgia, 

denied him his Vote, until he cleared up the 

Affair; at the Time he was eledled a Repre- 

fentative of that Town, in the general Af- 

fembly of the Province, where he is now 

one of the Honourable Council. 

But before this Gentleman’s Return, the 

People were enraged to that Degree, that 

they publickly exclaimed again ft the Trul- 

tees, then become as odious as their Magi- 

ftrates were contemptible; therefore to get 

rid of them, if poffible, they drew up a 

Complaint againft them, with very ihort, 

tho’ full Inftrudtions; giving a Power for the 

Perfon employ’d, to apply for Redrefs of 

Grievances, as he Ihould think fit; Appli¬ 

cation to the llriijie.es only excepted. This be¬ 

ing figned by 130 or more of the principal 

O Free- 
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1 rceholders, the General and his Magnates, 

with, about twenty other Place-men, were 

not wanting to furniffi their Party in London 

with fuch an attefted State of the Colony, 

and the Seal affix’d, which was now deni¬ 

ed the others, as they knew how to make 

proper Ule of; which had fo little Effedt 

however upon thofe among the Truftees who 

meant well, that it was put to the Vote whe¬ 

ther they ffiould not refign their Truft- and it 

being carried in the Negative, Mr .Eloper, and 

Mr. Coram who ffift projected the Colony, 

reiigned in Form, at the time Time that o- 

thers declined to adt. 

A Petition being prefented to the Houfe 

of Commons, the Plonourable EdwardDig- 

iy, Efq; and other Trustees, were Champi¬ 

ons for their Body corporate ; but their Elo¬ 

quence not inducing the Houfe to believe the 

Petitioner an Impoffor, they neither fent 

him to Newgate, nor rejected his Petition; 

which were both aimed at. Ten or twelve 

of his Witneffes proved, that the Trufrees 

had made Laws inconfiftent with the Free¬ 

dom of 'Britiffj Subjects; fupported thofe, 

who 
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who went beyond fuch Laws, in Opprefilon; 

and {pent the Money, granted for the Uie 

and Benefit of the Colony, to very little 

Purpofe. 

On the other Hand, it was proved, That 

■the Rivers were navigable, ergo—hadWatei 

in them; That Trees were growing in the 

Woods, ergo— Soil fertile; That, in the 

Lat. 31 Deg. N. the Heat of the Weather 

was fometimes exceffive, ergo Climate 

temperate; That at others it was extremeiy 

wet, ergo-Country healthy; That feme 

of the poor Settlers had contributed their lad 

Half-Crown in making Complaints, ergo 

-wealthy; And for a Clincher, a 

mighty famous Pleader advanced, in behaii 

of the Truftees his Clients, That Georgia 

was net intended to be made a rich Colony, 

errr0-. People happy ; though not wife. 

The Coherence of all which, and more, as 

much to the Purpofe, clearly dilproving the 

three Points above-mentioned, upon which 

the Petitioner had refted his Evidence, it on¬ 

ly remained to white-wafh the Truitees; 

O 2 which 
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which being a little difficult, he was made 
to lock black for their Sake. 

And, not to brand fuch an Offender 

vithoui Cauie, his Petition was therefore vot¬ 

ed to contain falfe, fcandalous, and malicious 

Charges, tending to afperfe the Char afters cf 

the Trujlees; whofe Petition before, and Mo¬ 

tion after, for Money, was rejected in the 

very ^ame Seffions, hecauie what had been 

granted was mifapplied ; which proved the 

Houfe to oe mutable in Opinion, as Mr. Ste¬ 

phens obferved in his Letter*. 

The iruffees being both Judge and Party, 

by whom the Petitioner’s Council were en¬ 

tertained, after the Bufmefs of the Day was 

over; and the Petitioner being fcarce able to 

purchafe a Supper, he humour’d the Houfe 

of Commons, by tamely fubmitting to fo jufl 

a Cenfure; and gave up a Caufe, for which 

he was condemned by feme, who (trudged 

to be at any Expence about it. Since which 

he has defervedly lived in fuch Difgrace, as, 

for his Temei lty, in expohng IVIen of Honour, 

by Men of Honour he was doom’d tof. 

, . As 
* Vide Fol. hi. 

+ R known, Fie {lands a Rogue upon Record. 
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As to Mr. Stephens, he was one of thole, 

who fet their Hands to fuch a State of the 

Colony, as reprefented it in the bell; Light; 

faying as much of the Improvements which 

had been made, as they would bear: By 

doing of this, he loft the Affedtions of the 

People, to that Degree, that they treated 

Him with Scurrility, tho’ once refpedted a- 

bove all others; which the old Man peevish¬ 

ly refented, as his Love of Order never could 

bear with popular Clamour, elpecialJy when 

it came to an Outrage that throws off De¬ 

cency; and, not making Allowance Sufficient 

for Provocations given, reprefented them as 

turbulent and ungovernable, defcending to 

the Faults of particular Perfons; in which 

he might think himfelf right, as he had him- 

felf been ever obedient to Government, and 

never a Friend more to the vicious than 

the licentious. Befides which he held fa- 

cred every Place of Truft; and therefore al¬ 

ways declared off, when he knew of any 

Thing carrying on againft the Truftees, in 

whole Service he was; as otherwile, upon a 

very particular Occalion, and at lo critical a 

Jundlure 



( no ) 

Juncture, he might have given them a fatal 

Blow; had he joined with the People, againft 

thole who had broke their Agreement with 

him, and made an ill Ule of his Name, put 

to that Paper drawn up like an Extraordina¬ 

ry G——tte> neither exceeding or revealing 

the Truth; which laft however he did in his 

Letters to the T ruflees, who were very flow 

in underftanding fuch Things as made againft 

them. 

He likewifc made an Apology * for what 

he had done, to the Perfon in London, em¬ 

ployed 

Savannah, 31 Dec. 1740* 

* T I is moft probable that you may expert fomething 
particular from me in Return to thofe Papers you 

tent: But when I look into them, Confufion comes 
upon me ; and the Talk you have undertaken amazes 
me. The Truflees write me, that thofe Obfervations, 
on the State of the Colony were put by you into Mr. 
Bramjhns Hands, [called by his Friends^ Honejl Tom 
Bramfton, a Tory, who carried it to the Trujlecs,] and 
that your concerning yourfelf farther imprudently, oc- 
cafion’d divers levere Reflexions on the Trufl. 

Is it fit for me to enter the Lifts and take up Wea¬ 
pons againft them ? Surely Houour forbids it; and the 
religious Tie of an Oath to ferve them faithfully, is 
too facred to be wilfully broken. This, ’tis con felled, 
you are free from ; and who then ftiall call you to Ac¬ 
count? Far be it from me to entertain any the leaft 
Thought of your ading on any other Principles (in 

Publick 
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ployed by the People, to remomlrate their 

Grievances too heavy to bear; but as Nothing 

can justify the lead; Oppolition to fuch Com¬ 

plaints ; fo neither can the miferable Situati¬ 

on he was in, be offer’d in Excule, for what 

he would not have done, in any Year of his 

Life, under the Seventy and Second j when 

in 

Public's efpecially) than were founded on Honour; but 
even the beft of Men may therein err. In my laft I 1 
fent a State of the Colony to the Truftees, which muff 
be left to your, as well as other’s, Judgment; whilft I : 
am not aftiamed to own my Averfion to black Slavery. 

Since it unhappily fo falls out that we differ, fuffer ] 
me a Word or two: J have known by long Experience f 
many.Things brought before the Houfe of Commons, 9 
by Way of Complaint of Grievances from Men of 
Authority; which are ufually received readily ; that ! 
afterwards neverthelefs have mifcarried, and the Whole j 
has been rejected with Contempt, and fometimes with 1 
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in the deepeft Affiidion,f he let his Hand 

to 

+ Dear Son, Savannah, 20th Sept. 1740. 

T Received your’s of the 25th of April, intimating 
A that the mournful Event was come to pafs, which 
a former Letter bade me exped, of the final Separati¬ 
on of your Mother from us all 3 which has made fuch 
an Impreffion, as Words cannot utter, on the Weak- 
nefs of a Man already prelVd down with Sorrow, Trou¬ 
bles and the Infirmities ot Age. Endeavouring to re¬ 
coiled! what little Faculty of Reafon I had left, during 
that pungent Grief which oppreffes my Heart, I re¬ 
member'd it was my Duty to lay my Hand upon my 
Mouth ; and without repining, to improve the fhort 
7 ime I have left, that I may make fure of entering 
that Place of Reft, where I may find her a Saint; tbo* 
from me fo many Years by the divine Permiflion, for 
my Chafhfcment and better Inftruclion. To what 
End is Grief? Or what does Lamentation avail? Ne- 
verthelefs’tis a Debt which Nature demands, and Tears 
are now the onlyToken of that Affedlion, which all the 
Croffes in Life could never extinguifh. 

When I return my Thoughts towards her Offfpring 
there alfo Sorrow overwhelms me; many of them toil¬ 
ing in an unkind World, and hardly attaining to a fuf- 
ficient Competency of living with Comfort; and here 
you, to whom 1 am writing, (land flrft in my Thoughts, 
who have partaken in a large Meafure, of the bitter 
Draught, whereof the Dregs I fear, yet remain to my 
Share. More and more anxious do 1 grow, to learn 
how it fares with all that are left * of my Family; who 
now, I fear, are become difperfed, without any cer¬ 
tain Place of Refort, where to meet fometimes, and 
take Council together how bed to withftand all Adver- 
fit ies. Pray let me have the Relief my Fleart Hands 
m Need of in this Particular more efpecially. 

Before 

* He loft a Son in India about this Time, after his All 
had twice gone to the Bottom by Shipwreck. 



to that not very extraordinary State of the 

Colony, fulfilling but half the Words of his . 

Motto, Incorrupt a Fides Nudaque Veritas; for 

both which he had always had an equal Re¬ 

gard. 

P When 

Before I fhut Up, as I am left here for a ftiort While, 
who (from a miferable Inability to do any good among 
you) fcarce deferve the Name of a Father; fain would 
I offer fomewhat of Advice, by what Means your fu¬ 
ture Attainment to the moft perfect Happinefs in this 
Life, is to be fought; and moft undoubtedly, Nothing 
can fo well conduce to it, as Unity among yourfelves ; 
and keeping alive that fincere AffedHon one towards 
another, which I ever thought (and it has been one of 
the moft comfortable Thoughts in my Life) w fub- 
fifting, in the Heart of each of you. ’Tis this divine 
Remedy that will cure all the Anguifti which arifes 
from the bitter Croftes in this Life; flicking together in 
all Conflicts of Adverfity, when a threefold Cord is not 
eafily broken; lovingly aftifting, but not depending upony 
one another ; and what can hurt you ? Others may at¬ 
tain to Grandeur and a richer State of Life; but what 
Harm does that do you? You’ll furely find Peace of 
Mind here, and Happinefs beyond the Power of De¬ 
vils to take from you hereafter. Tell them all that 
their poor aged Father entreats them, by the tender 
Mercies of Chrifl, to embrace this his moft ardent Ad¬ 
vice, the laft of the Sort I may ever give ; and, recom¬ 
mending you all to the Prote&ion of the good God who 
is the Fountain of Love, I remain 

Tour very affectionate Father 

Will. Stephens, 

To Mr. -—-Stephens, 
in London. 
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When Contention is carried to fuch & 

Height, let a Man’s Dilpofition be ever ib 

pacifick, it is difficult for him to hand neu- 
- •» 

ter 5 and if he does not go all Lengths, he 

may as well not engage at all. But he had 

enter’d the Lifts, as he calls it himfelf, and 

in a bad Caufe, for which he was very foon 

after rewarded; for, upon a Rumour of an 

Invaiion from St. Augujline, the General 

thought he had an Opportunity of gratifying 

his Spleen againft the People of the Northern 

Divifion, who had fet a-foot the Complaints 

againft him andtheTruftees, by leaving them 

defencelels, and taking their Cannon to de¬ 

fend thofe to the Southward; who by Means 

of the Troops there, were kept a little, but 

not much, more humble. And Mr. Stephens 

daring to reafon upon the Inexpediency of it, 

without complying as expedited, a File of 

Men were ordered, to “ feize the old Rogue, 

“ and put him in Irons;” but it being figni- 

fied by fome of thofe prel'ent, that the Exe¬ 

cution of fuch an Order might be attended 

with fome Hazard or Inconvenience, the Ex¬ 

ploit was laid afide, and he efcaped the Death 

of 
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of .a Brother or Sir James Sterling; who was 

kept in a loathfome Jail which kill’d him, 

for a not greater Offence: Tho’ the difobedi- 

enceof the other was not forgiven, efpeciahy 

as it help’d to reconcile the People to him; 

for he was beloved and relpected again alter 

this, as before he oppofed them. 

The Cruelties exercifed there, cannot be 

enumerated here; for the poor Remnant or 

Inhabitants had no Reft till the General had 

o-one the Length of his String; when his 

Soldiers were order’d on the Parade, that he 

might take his Farewel of them; where they 

waited his coming, whilft he got on Board 

of Ship, with her Anchor a-peek and the 

D-take the hindmoft; of which his 

Friend Jones was in fuch Fear, as to follow 

the Example of his Mafter, by taking him- 

felf away as fall as he could. 

Tho’ l'ome may imagine that the General 

made a ridiculous Figure in that Affair, yet 

he cannot be faid to have had no Faculties, 

if his Judgment and Forefight be confider’d; 

particularly in laying Hands on fuch an Un¬ 

dertaking, projected by Cor am, which gave 

P 2 it 
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it Reputation} His propofing to fettle the 

Cdony for the Crown, by Truftees compo- 

fed of a great Number of Noblemen and 

Gentlemen, who were to conduit this great 

Affair without Fee or Reward; and who 

would therefore have the lefs Regard to it; 

His fending Mr. Wejley, and after he had ran 

away, Mr. Whitfield, to make Mifchief a- 

mong the People; His amufing fo formida¬ 

ble a Body of both Whigs and Tories, till 

he obtained the Grant of a Regiment; which 

ferved the double Purpofe of gaining Wealth 

and Dragooning the Settlers; His laying pa¬ 

ternal Injundions on his People to oppofe a- 

ny Attempt to bring Mercenaries among 

them, whilft he folicited the Regiment un¬ 

known to them; His Manner of fruftrating 

the Intention of employing Mr. Stephens to 

good Purpofe; And, above all, his Ingenuity 

in defending the Colony a gain ft the Spani/h 

Invafion, a Year after he had ruined it, and 

as long before he curfed it and vanifhed. 

After the Colony had nearly died of the 

fame Dodor who wrought lo wonderful a 

Cure in the 7'ork-Buildings, it leemed in a 

fair 
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fair Way of doing as well} with this Diffe¬ 

rence only, that it was for the Credit and In- 

tereft of the Dire&ors of that Company, to 

fet Matters right if they could, after they had 

confounded them} as it was for the Honour 

of the Georgia Directors to perfevere in their 

deftrudtive Meafures; left their allowing the 

Colony to do well, fliould be deem’d a tacit 

Acknowledgment that they themfelves had 

done ill, or be fuppos’dto have been wrong. 

Therefore the fame Government was continu¬ 

ed, under the Name, now, of the Council 

in Georgia, for the Amufement of the Pub- 

lick ; and, to give it Dignity, Mr. Stephens 

was conftituted Prefident} which, with re¬ 

pealing fome oppreffive Laws, and making 

other Changes to keep up a falfe Credit, fer- 

ved to draw a little Money now and then ; 
< 

till at laft, quite tired with their Impertinence, 

they were told at the Treafury, that, having 

done but very little for what had been grant¬ 

ed, they fhould have no more: When, fup- 

plicating for as much as would pay their 

Debts, they were anfwered, No; unlefs they 

would furrender their Charter, which would 

difable 



difabl e them from con trading more, and 

coming upon the fame Errand again; and 

after giving fuch an Account of the Colony 

as did not pafs current at the Council, the 

Charter was accordingly carried to the Door 

ol the Lords; where it was received by their 

Clerk, as tis faid, and not by their Lord- 

fhips; who infilled upon the Delivery of it 

then; altho’the Term was expired, within 

a Y ear or little more. 

in the laft mentioned Station Mr. Stephens 

continued about eight Years, ailing in con- 

j unit ion with fuch Men as the Trullees were 

pleafed to appoint, among whom was one 

Hahcrjham,, a Sort of Shopman to a Tradef- 

man in London; who having been feduced 

by Mr. Whitfield, had turned Methodill- 

Preacher, and followed him to Georgia; 

where, in his Abfence the Care of his Flock 

was committed to this illiterate Convert; 

who had Cunning enough afterwards to fee, 

that, by flriking in with the Trullees, fome 

Advantage might be made in the lowell Ef- 

tate ol the Colony; and, being accordingly 

recommended by the fame Bilhop, who had 

laid 
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laid his Hands on him, it is laid that he gave 

a pleafing, and no Doubt different Account 

from Mr. Stephens * of the Orphan-Houfe, 

Saltzburghers, and other Sing-Pfalms, who 

had been fupported by the Collections of the 

Truftees|| and Mr. Whitfieldj and who made 

up a great Part of the fmall Number of Peo¬ 

ple there 5 as alfo that he came off with the 

greater Applaufe, it being fuggefted that 

the 
» . \ .. 
.... . . .> . 

* 

Savannah, 20th Feb. 1740. 

* T F differing Interefts and Views were not enough 
A to fet us together by the Ears; Whitfield and his 

Crew have made it effectual; and whilft fib is gone to 
look to-himfelf in England, the Nurfery he has 
left behind him here, are pious Pains-takers not to fuf- 
fer any Difputes to ceafe, that may keep Enmity awake 
among us. Your Friend Br-is become fo fuper- 
Jatively remarkable for his great Exceedings in Phari- 
faical Hypocrify, with a ftiff affe&ed Gait, his Hat 
gently laid on his Noddle, and his Eyes fo fixed on the 
Ground, that they admit of no Light but from with¬ 
in. Putting all together he is thoroughly accomplifh- 
ed as to the outward Man; and I (hall not be at the 
Trouble of medling with the Inward. It is lufficient 
for me to be aware how I deal with a Perfon, who, 
cheated me moft vilely very lately, in making me pay 
double the Value of lome Goods, which 1 could have 
bought them for elfewhere. This Man, with feme 
others whom you know, make up a Fardle of Brethren, 
to keep alive the Faction, committed to their Care ; 
and, with three or four Deaconeffes whom you may 
likewise remember, arc fufficient to hold a charitable' 

Court, 
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the Colony would foon be able to lupport it- 

ielf, their Honours having done very great 

Things for it; as indeed it was then, they 

were further told, but for the Expence of the 

Civil Government and of Forces to defend 

it; for which Purpofes, he approved of the 

Continuance of Parliamentary Afiiftance a 

while longer; until their Trade was fuffici- 

ent for the Taxes upon Imports, &c. to de¬ 

fray the Expences of Civil Government, and 

that the Colony was able to defend itfelf. 

But 

Court, and devote all to Hell, that don’t travel the 
fame Road to Heaven as they do. This is for the good 
of the Town. 

It would be vain to attempt a Narrative of the Ex¬ 
ploits of thefe Methodifts in this Part of the World. 
The Orphan-Houfe almoft finifhed, at the Expence of 
at leaft, 2000/. is occupied by a numerous Company of 
Men, Women, and Children; and this grand Family 
is left under the Care of fuch of his Followers, from 
divers Parts, as he was pleafed to appoint; the prin¬ 
cipal Inftru&or among them being a Prefbyterian- 
Teacher, that he brought with him lately. He defigns 
himfelf to take the firft Opportunity of failing for 
England: And what next-Who can tell ? 

I have always thought it my Duty to acquaint the Trujlees 
with thefe Proceedings; which, furely mull be difpleafing 
to them. 

I amy Toury &c. 
To Mr. — —, in London. , Will. Stephens. 

|| Thefe received private Donations, for carrying on 
their charitable Defigns, as the other did for his pious 
ones. 



( 121 ) 
But not without giving them to underhand, 

that their Prefident, being far advanced in 

Years, and having no Genius for Trade, was 

unfit to be at the Head of that Colony. 

Some of the Truftees were fo captivated 

with his Speeches, that Mr. Stephens feemed 

in a fair Way of being fuperfeded; before it 

was fignified, by one of more Sagacity 01 better 

Meaning; that, after having been reproach d 

in the Houle of Commons, foi the nlal— 

practices of Pettyfoggers, Taylors, Night- 

Conftables and Blackfmiths, it would not be 

much for their Credit, that the only Man oi 

Senfe and Probity, they ever had employed, 

fhould be fiipplanted by a Jack-Pudding. But 

this he could not prevent; for the h Isitjield- 

ian had Craft enough to get himfelf appoint¬ 

ed Secretary for the Colony, Clerk of the 

Council, and one of the Ilfuers of Money; 

which gave him the Power of keeping Mr. 

Stephens to his Poji. Whether upon the 

Credit of this alone, or a little Help elfewbere, 

he fettled a Correfpondence in London, and 

carried over a Cargo, as ’tis called; and com¬ 

mencing Merchant, opened his Shop-in the 
O Place 
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Place where the Money centred, engroffing 

all the Power to himfelf; nor was it long, 

aftei be had once got his Foot in the Stirrup, 

before he fhew’d he could ride. 

It muft be confeffed, that in the very 

wretched Condition of the Settlement at that 

Time, fuch a Promotion could make Mat¬ 

ters but little worfej though by a Fatality in 

the Councils of the Truflees, they were as 

feldom Right, as if they had ftudied to be 

Wrong, and never had defired to fee a good 

Eftablifhment of the Colony; or, notwith- 

ftanding the Faculties of their old Servant 

began to fail him, for which they had his own 

Words now, as well as the Methodift’s, 

they would have found him a Colleague of 

lefs Avarice and mean-fpirited Infolence. 

Being but little more than nominal Preii- 

dent, andhis fmall Allowance being fo very ill 

paid, that he had often been reduced to the 

low Diet of Roots or fome Kind of Herbage, 

with a Beverage, only Water, brown Su¬ 

gar, and Rum, to cheer him; and his Spi¬ 

rits failing to a great Degree, he yielded 

in aim oft every Thing to the other, for Peace 

fake 

; \ > 

V-'VV. a., c . * 

' S '.: 
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lake; where he faw that Contention was un¬ 

like to produce any Good. But Mr. Stephens 

was ftill an Eye-fore to the Methodift, whom 

he had never worfhipped any more than he 

had done Mr. Whitfield himfelf; it was 

therefore neceflary to get rid of thePerfbn 

who had long flood in their Way; which 

was not to be done by Application to the 

Trufteesj who, notwithftanding, kept him 

fo miferably poor, that he ran io or 20/. in 

Debt to this Merchant; who was preaching 

againjl Riches, and for Love, Charity, and all 

other Chriftian Virtues. 

And now he could take his Revenge 

of him, that had been no Friend to their 

Hypocrify or Proceedings;* one Inftance of 

which, among many, was his taking an Op¬ 

portunity to affront Mr. Stephens, by deliver¬ 

ing his Account and demanding Payment in 

Publick ; at the Time it was well known, 

he could no more pay, than others, to 

whom the Truftees were in Arrear; but 

Infults, which only depreffed the Spirits, 

did not break his Heart; whofe very Be- 

Q_2 ing 

* Vide Fol. 119. 
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ing was an Offence, fo long as in the leaff 

it ffopt tile Caieei of the other j who thought 

himfelf fo far above Controul, that Atten-> 

dance on Mr. Stephens, which his official 

Duty required, ill comported with the fpi- 

ritual Pride and worldly Vanity of the pious 

Chriffian, as meek in Profeffion, as demure 

of Countenance. 

Not very long after the Account was de¬ 

livered, the grand Point of removing the 

Perfon fo obnoxious was carried, in a Man¬ 

ner, of which Jews would have been affia- 

med, and the Heathens would have blufh’d 

at. This great Man, with another or two, 

being at thePrefident’sHoufe one Afternoon, 

upon Bufinefs concerning the Publick, the 

lattei dropt afleep in his Chair j as younger 

People often do, in the hot Weather of that 

Climate, and his Buroe being open, the 

Saint fearch’d it, and found therein a little 

Money. Upon the Difcovery of this hidden 

Treafure, though referved only for the Pur- 

chafe of fuch Neceffaries, as kept Soul and 

Body together, in the Uncertainty of a Ship’s 

Arrival, the Righteous Man was not able to 

contain 
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contain himfelf; but, fuddenly rouzing the 

feeble Debtor from his Seat, he pointed to 

the Buroe, faying, “You old Rogue! There’s 

“ Money”-And then to the Prifon, 

which was feen from the Window j “ And 

“ there’s a Jail,--which you fhall go 

“ to, if you don’t inftantly pay me.”- 

The Job was effectually done ; for this 

Violence put him into fuch an Agony, that 

notwithftanding he was capable of writing 

before, his Memory being only fomewhat 

impaired; yet, unable to fuftain the Shock, 

he never did much more Bufmefs after, than 

write to the Truftees for Leave to refign; 

and, about the fame Time alfo, to beg of 

his Son,* for a fmall Relief in great Necef- 

fity 5 which added not a little to the deep 

Grief of them Both: But much more fo to 

that of the Father, did the Death of the 

other, foon after he gave it: When, bowed 

down 

* Dear Son, Savannah, 25th July, 1750. 

YAT HAT I now write without Doubt will appear 
furprifing to you, but Neceflity will admit of no 

Law; and therefore I hope you will forgive my draw¬ 
ing a Bill on you for Nine Pounds, Ten Shillings, and 

Teii Pence} and I do promife to repay the fame to 

your 
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down more with Afflictions than Years, Mr. 

Stephens was fo incapable, fometimes, almoft 

of giving a rational Anfwer, and always of 

helping himfelf, that it was the Bufinefs of 

one to look after him, at his little Planta¬ 

tion ; to which he was carried, and where, 

his Strength of Body furviving his Senles, 

he remained till the Oil was exhaufted and 

his Lamp totally extinguifhed. 

Having always been kept extremely poor 

from his fir ft entering into the Service of the 

Truftees; it is remarkable, that they fettled 

an Allowance on him during the two or three 

Years he lived, in lb helplefs a Condition, 

after refigning his Office. But the Parlia¬ 

ment 

your Brother here; having full Confidence in your kind 

Compliance I remain, 

Your apfeElionate, loving Father, 

Will. Stephens. 

To the Reverend Doctor Stephens, 
at Barking, in Ej/ex. 

By Captain Holloran. 

4 D. C. 

This was probably the laft Letter that he ever wrote. 
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ment granting fparingly, his Penfion was 

fmall; and, the Money going thro’ the Me- 

thodift’s Hands, there were great Complaints, 

of his Modicum being fo ill paid, that he was 

inWant of Necelfaries, fo fhort did it fall of a 

decent fupport; notwithstanding the Humani¬ 

ty of theTruftees muft be acknowledged in 

this Particular. Tho’,as it does not appear, that 

any of the Tories among them had ever 

exerted themfelves fo much in his Behalf; 

and Sir John Barrington being late in the 

Truft, together with Mr. Hooper, who had 

Both fliewn great Regard to fome of his poor 

Family, with whom they had but a flight 

Acquaintance; it is prefumed, that Charity 

may be afcribed to thofe two Gentlemen, 

without Injury done to his Tory Friends in 

general; who, little as it was, fcarce ever did 

fo much either for him or his. 

In this Way he languilhed about three 

Years longer; hardly able fometimes to re¬ 

coiled his Way, or, at laft, to totter from 

one Room to another; until the Middle of 

Augufl) in the Year of our Lord 1753, and 

in the Eighty-third of his Age; when, be¬ 

ing 
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ingafked to Tea andfeated, a Difh was offer’d 

him, of which he tailed without fwallow- 

ing; faying, with great Compofure, “ I have 

“ done eating and drinking in this World.’’ 

And being led away to his Bed, he laid, unable 

to ipeak or receive Nourilhment, till the next 

Day at Noon; when, without Pain or Sick- 

nefs, Prieft or Hobgoblin, it may be truly faid, 

that in Peace he refigned his Soul to the great 

God who gave it. But, whether honeft as a 

Walpole, faithful as a Poultney, wife as a. Dunk, 

juft as a Legge, or fteadfaft as a Pitt-, or whether 

difinterefted as aWhig, or friendly as aTory, 

he left us a fad Example of the Old Maxim, 

which Some may imagine has been already 

too often repeated; tho’ Others, not without 

Reafon, think it ought never to be forgotten : 

That Party t'g a Contrivance 0Ui£ to 

SERVE PRIVATE INTEREST. 

* 

C H A P. 



CHAR VII. 

His Religion and Superjlition, Politics and 
Companions, Prejudice and Prophecy, Cha~ 
rafter and Family. 

’’HE general Uniformity of his Con 

JL dudl, andTenour of his Behaviour, 

coniifter’d in publick as well as private De¬ 

votions, there is no Room to doubt of his 

being a true Member of the Church of Eng- 

land, of which he profeffed himfelf.* He 

declared R 

Savannah, 20th Sept. 1740. 

* npHE Methodt/ls, you fay, die away a-pace; and 
■l that J. IV. was lately blown and fcouted at 

Briftoly &c. I wifti I could fay the fame here, where 
Wh-reigns triumphant. His Dodlrine among 
us, is the fame I prefume, as his Brethren teach elfe- 
where; “ Concerning a New Birth, from whence 
Conviction will follow of our Unworthinefs, then 
Converfion comes of Courfe, and next Juftification by 
Faith ah r e 5 and when we are come to that State, we 
(hall feel the Holy Spirit move within us, as fenfibly as 
the Sun-beams on our Bodies : Such as arrive at this, 
are the Heirs of Salvation ; but unlefs we attain to 
that Perfection, Hell waits for us, and fo it does for 
All them that teach otherwife.” 

The humble Sanctity in Appearance, which he firft 
fet out with, is blown over; and his Carriage now 
{hews plainly the inward Pride of his Heart. Where- 
ever he goes Diffraction attends; Families are at Va¬ 

il nance. 
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declared too, that, amongft the feveralModes. 

of Worlhip in Ufe, the Liturgy of our 

Church feemed to him, the moft rational y 

and that the Religion of Dilfenters, placed 

in hearing of Sermons, feem’d to him as in- 

con liftent as that of a Papiffs faying fo many 

Prayers, or telling a Number of Beads. 

However he did not deny, but the Service 

of a Church, founded in Iniquity, might 

admit 

nance, Parents and Children oppoftng one another; 
and here, moft People of Senfe are fo weary of him, 
as not to go to Church. 

I am forry to fee your old Friend "John-— one 
of his principal Corner-ftones, having always looked 
on him as a Man of better Underftanding; befides 
whom, I know of none worth naming, except a Par¬ 
cel of weak Women; only Jones, you may be fure* 
has it in his Heart and Blood to join with any or all fuch 
as weaken the eftablifhed Church. 

Thus under aNotion of anOrphan-Houfe for train¬ 
ing up Children * in the true Religion ; ’tis expe&ed 
to be filled (as he has begun) with great Numbers that 
he fhall pick up from all Parts ;and with proper Schools* 
^twill become a Seminary for a future Spawn of Sec¬ 
taries (of what Kind Gob knows) ready prepared to 
combine with too many, that we know already to be 
inceftant in their Labours to overturn the Beft of 
Churches. What Heed can be given to a Man’s pro- 
fefting himfelf of that Church,, when we daily fee her 
Liturgy mangled, many of the moft fublime Parts of 
Devotion omitted, to make Way for extempore En- 

thufiafm* 

*TheVice and Immoralities ofthofefo trained, are (aid to 
be fuch, as deter People from taking them for Servants. 
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admit of fome Alterations; though iame as 

it is, it may be faid, as David did of Goliah s 

Sword, and therefore unfit to be put into the 

Hands of • thofe who think, 

As if Religion was intended. 

For Nothing elfe but to be mended. Hud. 

His Charity was, notwithftanding, exten¬ 

ded to all; though he had but little more 

Hopes of a Protefiant Hypocrite than of a 

R 2 Popilh 

thufiafm, the Surplice Inid wholly afide, Jind Buptifm, 
though not abfolutely refuied, yet put off lor another 

to do. 
As he had an Anabaptift-Teacher (a Taylor by 

Trade) with him at his Houfe, who frequently prea¬ 
ched to the Congregation in his Stead; and went hence 
with him: So he took Care we fhould have another* 
of the like Stamp, to inftruft us whilft he was abroad; 
and the Perfon appointed in his Stead (a Sort of Pulpit 
JkleYry~ Andvew) dins the Ears of thofe that go to hear 
him, with his nonfenfical Explication of that abftrufe 
Point of Election, which the mod: learned Divines 
touch upon with great Caution ; whilft this impudent 
Quack makes as familiar with it, as if he was in the 
Council of the Almighty. And it is expected by 
fome, that before he goes off, he will put his Imprima¬ 
tur on fuch as he thinks worthy to be number’d among 
the Saints, and deliver the reft over to Satan, ’Twould 

be endlefs to purfue this. 
I remain, 

Your, &c. 
Will. Stephens. 

To Mr, —-s in London. 
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Popilh one j Who will Stick at Nothing to¬ 

tally to deftroy both Church and State; 

' tke other, were it in his Power, would 

be ever fubverting, under the Pretence of 

working a Reformation. 

Of the Two he granted the latter to be 

the lefs hurtful, tho’ more numerous; Hy- 

pocriiy being an Accomplishment only of a 

PrieSt in the Rowifh Perfualion; and never 

failing, either among fuch of the Proteftant 

Saints, as Shew moil; extreme Diligence, in 

their Function of Soul-faving, or thofe 

taught that Salvation depends upon Sermon¬ 

hearing; where it equally moved his Pity 

and Wrath, to fee the Deluded rending their 

JHeaits, and the InSincere their Garments, 

with their Eyes hxed on the Cieling. 

And, like Jlunrid Calf.\ with Whites of Eyes 

upturn d. Anonym. 

From a Belief that fuch were not in Purfuit 

of Truth, he was no more fond of going to 

hear or worjhip, which means the fame Thing, 

than of bowing to or kiffing an Image of the 

other; tho’ where Preaching was the esta¬ 

blished Religion, as in Scotland and Georgia, 

he 

BHMMi 

>1* 
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* 

he went to fuch AfTemblies, among others 

profefting Chriftianity, for Example fake; 

and behaved with great Decency, however 

abfurd was the Dpdrine, or ridiculous the 

Adion, of the Teacher. 

For the fame Reafon that he did not de¬ 

light in going to hear them, he avoided Con- 

troverfy; but not without letting them know, 

however, That the Way to Heaven is plain; 

and, incomprehenfible as Religion was made 

to appear, by thofe who did it fo great a 

Difhonour, as, in the Days of Ignorance, to 

make more a Myftery of it, than was in¬ 

tended by our Saviour; whofeDodrine is moft 

plain and intelligible; That there is Fill fuf- 

ficient left, both in the Old and New Tefta- 

ment, to dired us in the right Road, with¬ 

out the expounding of Prophecies and Re¬ 

velations; and, {trolling into Paths unknown, 

till loft in a Labyrinth, the Hearers are told 

for their Edification, That whatloever comes 

to pafs was fore-ordained, &c. &c. &c. 

This being the Cafe with fuch Pulpit-ora¬ 

tors and their Audience, he would admit of 

no other Ufe there is in Preaching, than to 

inftrud 
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inflrud the Ignorant, and to put the Know¬ 

ing in Mind of their Duty; notwith(landing 

which, he agreed with the dignified Clergy, 

that ’twas beft to let alone our Field-Prea¬ 

cher, Conventiclers, and Mob-Ledurers; 

but he thought neverthelefs, that an appa¬ 

rent Negligence, for many Years part, had 

iurnifh’d a Handle for a certain Sed called 

Methodifts, to give the pretty Epithets of 

drowfy Shepherds, dumb Dogs, &c. fome- 

wherej which have been fo plentifully be¬ 

llowed without Diftindion. 

HisNotion perhaps was fomething fingular, 

in making a little Difference betwixt a Tole¬ 

ration of Perfuafions, and Difregard of Re¬ 

ligion j and betwixt giving Liberty of Con- 

fcience, and deflroying the Religion eflablifh- 

ed; for the Sake of thofe, who by their 

Life and Dodrine, certainly have but Neigh¬ 

bour’s Share of either. And it would have 

been Matter of Concern for him to have feen 

Equipages, at the Tabernacle in Tottenham- 

Court-Road, waiting for Perfons of Rank 

and virtuous Education, preparing to combine 

with too many, that we know, already, to be 
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inceffant in their Labour to overturn the bejt 

of Churches. 

It was his Opinion that Enthufiafm would 

fubfide, if the Clergy would only fight them 

at their own Weapons; for, allowing the 

Love which the Generality of People have 

for their Ears being tickled, they would ra¬ 

ther it were done by a Man of Senfe that 

will tune his Voice, than by the unintelli¬ 

gible jargon of meer Lungs and Front. 

And he would fay, how mull a Man with 

a Scarf and fiarch’d Band, in a handfome 

Peruke, afiedt a Congregation? When, by 

the Help of a Glals of Courage, taken in 

tire Veftry, he Hands fa wing in the Pulpit, 

and his Words dropping infipidly from hirfl, 

as if he was falling afleep, whilft the Coffee 

is making to refrelh him after the Fatigue is 

over, of fpeaking as if he does not believe 

what himfelf is faying. 

It mull be confelfed, that in ordinary Con¬ 

gregations, few are Judges of the Subjedi 

or Difcourfe; but yet it is too mean an Opi¬ 

nion to entertain of Mankind, That People 

will not be fooner sharmed with Reafon en- 

forced 
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forced by Alfurance, than captivated with 

Nonfenfe laid down by Impudence; and this 

is well known in Churches well ferved. It 

is evident, to every obfervant Man, that e- 

minent Preachers in the Church of England 

never fail of a full Audience: The Names 

of feveral now living, might be fet down 

here, but are omitted for Brevity fake; as 

they are not a few and alio well known to 

the Publick. Therefore with humble Sub- 

million to fome Reverend Gentlemen, al¬ 

though fuch extempore Preachers may be 

better let alone, yet their impious Deligns 

ought neither to be connived at, nor to pafs 

unheeded, by thofe whom they traduce. But 

if a Prelate could tamely witnefs the palling 

of a Law, for Tranfportation of innocent 

Clergymen like Felons,* he might alfo pati¬ 

ently fubmit to Indignities offer’d himfelf. 

It mull likewife be confelled, that every 

Divine has not the Talent of Ipeaking well, 

though learned and pious; and, it is to be 

feared, that too many, who can, are feldom 

difpofed to exert themfelves. As for the 

Fir ft. 

* Marriage A£L 
O 
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Flrft, if, from the Indifcretion of Parents* 

a Man has the Misfortune of being brought 

up to a Profeffion of fuch Confequence, for 

which he is not qualified; in that Relpedt, a 

reafonable Share of a good Stipend, apply’d 

to the Support of an Afliftant, Would pro¬ 

cure fuch an one, as would draw the very 

Prejbyterians to Church; efpecially if the 

Allowance was fufficient to enable him to 

purfue his ftudies with Comfort, inftead of 

being told-I can be ferved 5 1. cheaper_ 

And as for the Dodtor who can Ipeak and 

will not, his Supinenefs is lefs pardonable 

than Enthuliaftic Madnefs. He therefore 

propofed the Faithful and Diligent fhould 

have a comfortable Support out of the Super¬ 

abundance given to the Drowly and Dumb. 

Another Caufe to which he imputed the 

Growth of fuch a Pelt, was the Want of 

Churches in thofe Parts of thefe two Cities 

where they moftly fwarm; for, notwith- 

ftanding the Multitude of Examples of Ir- 

religion and Immorality in high Life, there 

is unqueftionably a Portion of the People, 

and ’tis to be hoped not a fmall one in every 

•S Rank, 
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Rank, who from a Senfe of the Deity have 

a Prong Impulfe to fome Sort of Adoration j 

and if they cannot join in that Sort of Wor¬ 

ship which they were firfi taught, they will 

in fome other, which to them appears fimi- 

lar. Thus it is for the molt Part, that weak 

Minds, in Time, are debauched* And a 

more particular Regard ought to be had to 

them in the Metropolis than elfewhere; be- 

caufe it takes the Lead in CuPoms and Fafhi- 

ons, as well of Praying, as of Drefiing and 

He was oblerving in 1737, when Method- 

rjht was but newly Parting up, that none of 

thofe Sectaries would ever rife to any Head, 

if, to the due Difcharge of the facred Func¬ 

tion, were added only 10 or 15,000 /. per 

An. for Building of Churches, and making 

Proviiion for Perfons qualified for the Pulpits 

in them, and computed it thus; that £f des¬ 

cent Place for divine Worlhip, and two ha¬ 

bitable Houfes, might be built for a Sum 

from 20 to 30,000/. So that a Church rifing 

up once in two Years, there would have been 

the Addition of at leap twenty Churches by 

the 
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the Year 1760; as well for the Eaie ol 

Thoufands of good Chriftians, who ftand 

crouding and interrupting the Devotion of 

each other, in the Ailes; as for the Recep¬ 

tion of Tens of Thoufands, who would 

gladly join in publick Praifes and Thanksgiv¬ 

ings to their Creator and Redeemer once on 

die Sabbath, inftead of celebrating that Day, 

only by a Walk in the Fields, had they a 

a Place to go to. And fuppofing each Pa~ 

rifh to have no more than 200 Houfes in it, 

they would be able to fupport both a Morn¬ 

ing and Afternoon-preacher, neither of them 

to have lefs than 100/. per An. clear, Sur¬ 

plice-fees excepted. And as to the Notion 

of a general Indifference about divine Ser¬ 

vice, as People are too apt to imagine there 

is, from the thin Congregations which fo 

frequently appear in the City; it muft be ob- 

ferved That great Part of the Inhabitants are 

in the Country, where they go to Church ; 

That the Diffenters are numerous in the Ci¬ 

ty ; That he that deeps not, hath a full Con¬ 

gregation notwithftanding ; And, tho’ the 

Churches are many, That two drowfy Con- 

S 2 gregations 
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gregations would fill one, with thofe who 

JT»ight be routed from their Slumber, in Spight 

of Roaft-Beef and Port. And he was of Opi-> 

nion too, that the Nation would not have 

been fifty Millions the poorer if the Money 

for the fir ft had been Ipar’d out of Sums gone 

from this fmall Ifland, within the laft forty- 

five Years, towards the Support of a Coun¬ 

try of fuch Importance, as to make all that 

belong to it really and truly Dear to this Na¬ 

tion, whofe Religion is find to be dependent 

on, and preferved thereby. 

If Politics and temporal Affairs would per-r 

mit, poffibly the Attention of the Right and 

moft Reverend within their feveral Jurifdifti- 

ons might have a good Effed; which may 

be hoped for, when neither themfelves, nor 

the Religion they profefs, are fubfervient to 

the State; therefore Tribes of Enthufiafts 

cannot fo multiply or increafe as to become 

formidable to this State; which, furely, is in 

no fair Way of becoming fubjed to any o- 

ther, in a Courfe of Years; as that poor 

miftakenMan did, and other filly People do, 

imagine. In fihort, he had fuch a Regard to 

Or don- 
A r 
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Ordbnnances, that he would have been plea- 

led at the Sight of fo ftridt an Obfervance of 

the general Fall, when the Quaker’s Win¬ 

dows were broke for opening his Shop; and 

fo much a Bigot was he to Superftitions of 

Old, that he would have lamented to have 

heard obfcene Ballads linging in the Streets, 

and to have ieen all Shops open with indecent 

Figures, in fome of them, exhibited on 

Good-Friday; which he obferved as a Day 

of Humiliation for Chrift's Paftion; as he 

did the 30th of 'January, for the Sins of his 

Grand-father; imploring of the Almighty, 

that they might not be punilh’d to the Third 

jmd Fourth Generation. But that Part of 

divine Worlhip in which he moll delighted 

was Thankfgiving; though he thought it 

prophane, when, upon feme Occafions, or¬ 

dered by Princes after Victories gained. 

Thefe were his Sentiments as to Religion; 

and as to Morals, its Offspring, he could 

not think them much improved, as fome will 

inlift upon, under a Parent who has none ; 

nor would he grant the World to be grown 

much better, though politer; lince in Ex¬ 

change 
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change for Drunkennefs, and other ungen, 

tleman-like Vices, there are Covetoufnefs 

and Gaming, Deceit and Hypocrify, Extra¬ 

vagance and Corruption, Fornication and A- 

dultery with fome, more unnatural and de¬ 

ferable, which never more abounded 5 tho’ 

under the Difguife of Gallantry and Pleafure, 

Prudence and Piety. Nor, on the other 

Hand, would he allow of fo great a Depra¬ 

vity, as the fame Cafuills infill upon j and 

who only, can reconcile, to the Goodnefs of 

the Age, the Reverfe of that Precept, which 

teaches to believe every Man honell, till he 

is found otherwiie. 

To conclude, as he believed in God the 

Creator, and in Jefus Chrijl the Redeemer, 

of Mankind $ fo likewife he did in a Tribu¬ 

nal, where every Man ill a 11 be judged ac¬ 

cording to his Behaviour in this Life; there¬ 

fore did he govern himfelf accordingly, and 

endeavoured to do as he would be done by : 

Nor did he think him damnably cheated 

neither, who had not his Laugh out in this 

World, as fome would perluade us to believej 

\ -v ' , 
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though he would fay in his Mirth, that he 

thought the Gloomy cheated themfelves. 

And agreeable to what he profeffed was 

his Example, his Time being fpent accord¬ 

ingly. He was never fo eafy as when in the 

Country with his Family, though ready at 

all Times to leave them when Duty requir¬ 

ed. And, notwithftanding he had no great 

Paffion for the Entertainments of the Town, 

he could make it agreeable in Turn, by di¬ 

viding his Time betwixt Bufmefs and the 

Company of a few plain Men of common 

Senfe, chofen from any Degree under that 

of Nobility, for whole extreme Delicacy he 

had not much Relifh, more than for the Gri¬ 

mace of the Courtier. 

But at his Home, he took Pleafure in in¬ 

dulging fuch Thoughts as he was natural¬ 

ly prone to; and which, the Hurry and 

Bufinefs of the Town, he ever complained, 

caufed a total Diffipation of. His Garden 

and Farm, though large, was no more than 

an Amufement to him, and ferved to relax 

and unbend his Mind from feverer Applica¬ 

tions. As no Man had more Regard to Or¬ 

der, 

\ 
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der, fo he lived here by Rulej and Would 

not luffer the innocent Plea fares of his 

1 outh, fuch as Hunting, Bowling, &c. to 

interfere with the Duty of the Day. Oftener 

ridng before than after fix in the Morning, 

the Year round, his firft Bufmefs was to re¬ 

tire to his private Devotion. 

The next Thing was to attend domeftic 

Oeconomy; an Article in which he was fo 

regular, that Accounts were duly kept, for 

above three-fcore Years together, of Re¬ 

ceipts and Dilburfements. Tradefmen’s Bills, 

&c. which, at the End of each Year, were 

tied up and endorfed with the Names of the 

refpe&ive Perfons. He alfo kept Books in 

his own Hand-writing, of every Acre of 

Land he plow’d, with what fown, and the 

Produce of the whole Farm. 

No Man fcarce ever had a better Turn for 

Improvements ornamental and ufeful. The 

Dilpolition of that Farm to which Colonel 

Dudley gave the Name of Buen Retiro, was 

fo elegantly rural, that it is laid to be one of 

the prettieft Places in England; for tho’ he 

was always doing a little, he followed the Sim¬ 

plicity 
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plicity of Nature fo much, that there was 

very little Appearance of Art in whatever he 

did. His Plantation in Georgia was fo laid 

out with Vines, Figg, Mulberry, Orange 

Trees, &c. forUfe, that it is the moft delight- 

iul Place in thole Parts, tho’ all the Buildings 

upon it, did not coll ioo/. 

The Morning Bufinefs done, he walked 

thro’ his Grounds, and returned to Breakfall 

with his Family ; after which, if not inter¬ 

rupted, or called off, he read, and employ¬ 

ed what other Time he had to Ipare, which 

was very little, in inftrubting or playing with 

his Children ; on whom he did not keep lo 

tight a Rein as did his Fore-fathers; nor one 

fo loofe, as now, in an Age not lefs licentious, 

which will not give even lo much as a gen¬ 

tle Check. At Nine at Night he collected 

all his Family together; and after giving 

Orders for the next Day’s Bulinefs, he read 

to them the Pfalms and fecond Leffon with 

the Collects of the Day, and fo concluded it. 

AS to Politics; in Regard to the State, he 

thought, as of the Church, that the Conlli- 

T tution 
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tution was the beft in the World,—till man¬ 

gled by Sir Robert, as the Liturgy is by Mr. 

Wkitjield; therefore Nothing could ever 

tempt him to be concerned in any Propofal 

for making Innovations in either. And from 

an Apprehenfion of fome bad Confequence, 

of the growing Power in one Eftate of Par¬ 

liament, in Proportion to the Diminution of 

the other Two, or either of them, he op- 

pofed Sir Robert, and that Party which fa¬ 

vored of the Republican; blaming him for 

the Means which he ufed to procure a Ma¬ 

jority, for the Support of Meafures repug¬ 

nant both to the Reputation and Wealth of 

the Nation, and to the Conftitution of Church 

and State. 

Whether they differ’d in Opinion or not, 

Mr. Stephens adhered to his own, as to fuch 

Matters, without entering too minutely into 

the Merits of continental Meafures and Al¬ 

liances, in which that great Minifter diftin- 

guifhed himfelf, till we had no Ally left; as 

a near Relation of his faid in the Houfe of 

Commons: And bcfides, Mr. Stephens al¬ 

ways declared himfelf ignorant of the Syffem 

of 
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of Politics in Foreign Countries; which, 

from fo many different Interefts, were pro¬ 

ductive of frequent Jarring among them, 

and of Expedients with us, too profound 

for his fhallowUnderftanding; who judged 

himfelf, indeed, that, in this Country, a Mi- 

nifter’s Time might be as well employed in 

Oeconomy at Home, as in making Mifchicf, 

or carrying on of Intrigues, in a Country aS 

foreign to this, as fuch Negotiations are to 

its Interefts; for with their Troubles we have 

no more Concern, as a Nation, than we have 

Connection with Germany; unlefs in RefpeCt 

to Trade; and fo we have indeed with the 
4 J 

Wars of the ‘Turks and Perjians. This he 

thought to be the Cafe with Minifters in his 

own Country, whatever it may be with thofe 

on the Continent; who alfo might negleCt 

their own Affairs perhaps, whilft fuch Ne¬ 

gotiators are fo mighty bufy, where they have 

lb very little to do. 

He was the more apt to entertain this O- 

pinon, perhaps from Notions which he had 

conceived of the Climate, Produce, and Si¬ 

tuation of this Ifland; for he thought, if 

T 2 they 
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they were confider’d, together with the Ge* 

mus of the People, its Powers would appear 

to beimmenfe; as would be found by others,, 

h its Into rolls were purfued independant of 

theirs. He therefore imagined, that the 

Prefervation of the Conftitution, and Pro¬ 

tection of Trade, were more worthy the 

Attention of a Minifter here, than that of 

prying into Cabinets abroad; of which they 

are fo fond, whether for the Sake of Lucre 

er to be thought knowing; and if the firft 

of the two chief Objects were fcrupuloufly 

obferved, as it ought, the other would not 

be found difficult. For our Neigbours might 

be left to quarrel among themfelves; tho' 

not without a Vifit to feme of their Ports, 

now and then made by a Britijh Flag; es¬ 

pecially when called upon to arbitrate any 

Differences among them, or to affift the 

weaker Side; who would be a natural Ally 

and glad of your Commerce for the fake of 

the Commodities produced in this Country, 

which are neceffary to others; and thus by 

the Difpofal of them. Trade would vaflly 

extend itfdf, in Spight of every Power 

upon 
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upon the Continent, not excepting French 

Enemies, nor even Dutch Friends. 

And he was fo chimerical, as to imagine 

likewife, that thofe Two great Ends might 

be obtained without the Help of a Handing 

Armyj without a Debt of one Hundred 

Millions; without making a Syftem of Cor¬ 

ruption ; and without aggrandizing a Petty 

State, or Fir ft and Petty Minifters and all 

their Kindred. 

Nay, he was fo abfurd, as to fay, that 

Luxury and Extravagance were not of more 

Service, in a Country, than Induftry and 

Frugality} and that exorbitant Taxes were 

no Advantage to Trade; notwithftanding 

Half a Million out of what was raifed by 

the induftrious Poor, fhould, by fuch Means, 

go to the Support of thofe who fignalize 

themfelves in the Service of their King and 

Country; not only in their profile Confump- 

tion of Imports, brought in foreign Bottoms 

and paid for in Money; but by their Addi¬ 

tion to the Revenue, for Cuftoms paid; 

which proves the Exports to exceed the o- 

ther, and the Ballance being therefore great, 

in 
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m Proportion to the Excsfs of Imports-, 

that the Increate of Riches here is without 

End j and like an Argument without Prin¬ 

ciple, in Matters of Speculation; in which 

there is fuch a Concatenation, arifing from 

Circumftances, as they from Continges, and 

thefe again from Markets and Manufactures; 

which depend upon the Fate of Kingdoms, 

in the Hands of unftable Men. And there¬ 

fore, notwithftanding that from fuch our 

Trade, Buildings and Debts, the Addition 

of Wealth is fuppofed to be vaft, yet to e- 

vince a Ballance growing in ourFavor,would 

aim oft puzzle a Barnard, or indeed a Locke; 

whofe DoCtrine of Ideas, did not enable Mr. 

Stephens to make himfelf quite fo much 

Matter of the SubjeCt, as that tingle one, of 

getting Money, does thofe in Trade. 

He was certainly very unfortunate in his 

Way of thinking, which differ’d much 

from the prefentMode; for to great an Ad¬ 

mirer of Merchant Adventurers as he was, 

he yet thought Trade was beft confined to 

the City, and not fuffer’d to creep through 

Temple-Bar. Therein was he tingular a- 

gain; 
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gain; for, fince a Market was erected at 

Wejlminfter, a Commodity produced in moft 

of the Burroughs in the Kingdom is become 

a Staple, of which there has been a prodi¬ 

gious Sale; and to vaft Advantage is that 

Sort of Traffick carried on, by fuch Mana¬ 

gers as are fo frugal, that they will not throw 

away 7000/. which to them is a Concern of 

Moment, in Order to fave 1 ao,ooo/. per An. 

a meer Trifle to this Country;—which Hands 

in no Need of fuch Savings, though paid to 

the Enemies thereof; whilfl: the Financeer 

is railing Supplies, to the Honour of the Na¬ 

tion and to pleafe the People: Which proves 

however, that Induftry and Frugality are of 

Ufe if judicioully applied, elpecially as great 

Eftates are got by Wholefale Dealers, tho’ 

not by the induftrious Poor, even among 

that Sort of Traders, as they deal only in 

the Retail Way; though far beyond any 

Thing that Mr. Stephens ever attempted; as 

it does not appear, by his Accounts, that he 

ever ventured above 5/. in the 20 and 5 Years 

he was concerned, and that was expended, 

towards an Entertainment, with the Cor- 

/ poration 
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poration at Newport, after be was made 

Commiffioner. 

Being neither Politician or Tradefman, 

his narrow Thoughts were fo confined to 

Fundamentals, that he never would argue 

upon Contingencies, relating to Government 

or Trade, or to the Trade of Government; 

which to him were as unaccountable as the 

Meafures from whence they arife. And re¬ 

membering a Maxim in Chemiftry,_if 

all Things are rightly prepared the Operation 

will purely fucceed,  -he became lefs and 

leis felicitous about Expedients, which he 

did not underhand any more than he did a 

peevifh Oppofition; which, though antient 

and fierce, fubfided in the Year 1742, when 

the Tories fulfilled his Prediction of their 

helping that Sort of Men to what they want¬ 

ed ; who, under the Sanction of Patriotifm 
■*) 

are reftlefs in every Reign, which they can¬ 

not govern and direCt to their own private 

Advantage. 

To be plain, tho’ he lived and died what 

is called a Tory, he was the Man, whom a 

Patriot, bawling for Liberty, would appear 
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to be; and would allow of no other Diffe¬ 

rence betwixt Tory and Whig-Principles 

than this: Not denying but the bell Confti- 

tution, framed by Men, may be liable to 

Inconveniencies, he believed, however, thofe 

arifing from a due Support of Monarchy 

might be remedied; becaufe there is only 

One, and that an open Enemy, to deal with j 

but thought the Notions of Whigs out of 

Trade chimerical, and fuiting only fuch as 

muff have their full Share of that Power, 

which they would throw into the Hands of 

a People, purfuing their private Interefts; 

and therefore fo different are their Views, 

that, divided into Parties, they are as produc¬ 

tive of Mifchicf as Pandoras Box; and if, 

by a Jumble of fuch Patriots, the Nation 

fhould be ruined, tho’, according to Law, 

they might thank the Delufion ; and there¬ 

fore fhould the Country become a Prey to 

Others, it would be no great Confolation to 

the Slaves of this; that it was their own 

Doings; for which Reafon he dreaded the 

foftering in his Bofom a fecret Enemy never 

ro be come at. 

U And 
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And he therefore died a Martyr in the 

Cauie of the Tories of his Time, whatever 

they thought then, or Party means now; be- 

caufe their Succefs might better have effected 

the Security of our Religion, and Liberty 

likewife, which, above all Things, the Ci¬ 

thers appeared to be in fo great Concern for, 

than that Principle which diftinguifhes fo lit¬ 

tle betwixt Liberty and Licentioufhefs, as 

to fubvert, without putting in Order, what 

they bring into Confufion. 

But all that has been laid to provehe had an 

Eye to Meritrather than Party,does notamount 

to more than his own Words * and Didates of 

his 

* Newport, IJle Wight, March i6d, 1724. 

PLEASE your Grace, this is to bag the Favour of 
you to remove Mr. Will. Stephens, of this Ifland, 

from being a Juftice of the Peafe; he is on of thofe 
Men that allways oppofed your Intrufs on your Electi¬ 
ons, and all your Friends down to this Day; he is on 
of thofe Men that meets and belongs to the Tory Club, 
and meets at each others Houfes [which his Grace knew 
very well, having made one among them at Mr, Stephens**. J 
If you had forgot me, to remind you, I was one of 
your InfpeCtors; the late Duke your Father did doe 
me the like Favour; he turned cut Mr. Benjamin Bag- 

Jler, [a very Ivor thy Man, his Indolence only excepted, and 
which was fuel?, asy ’tis Jiaid, made him defirous of being 
left out of the Co?r:)?iiJfton'] and it have been a great Eafe 

to 
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his Heart, when perfecuted by one of more 

Intereft than Party, tho’ of more Party than 

Principle; for, if we may judge of a Man 

from the Company he feems-moft fond of (as 

Mr. Stephens's Choice of Companions was 

agreeable to his Sentiments of Religion and 

Politics) it may be imagined, that he did not 

think the worfe of himfelf, for living in 

U 2 Charity 

to your Friendt. If this was done it is my Opinion it 
would be on Means that this Sort of Wead would not 
be fent to the Houfe again, no more to ad, but my 
Service to your Unkle my Lord William, whome have 
laid at my Houfe. Ever Since the Reverluffion I have 
been a faithfull Servant to your Family, and ever fhall 
remain the fame till Death. 

Jofepb Whitehead• 
To the Duke of Bolton. 

The ANSWER. 

May it pieafe your Grace, Barton, April 22d> 1724. 

TT^Hatever Motives might induce Mr. Whitehead to 
* v apply in fo impudent a Manner to your Grace, I 

think myfelf obliged to make my Addrefs alfo; wherein 
I hope to obtain Pardon, iince 'tis intended in the moft 
grateful IVIanner to acknowledge your Goodnels in 
lending me what Mr. JVhitehead had thought fit to fug¬ 
ged concerning me. It is no fmall Satisfa&ion, that 
when he had been putting together all thofe Faults 
which his good Will could find, he has not attempted 
to lay any Thing partial or unjuft to my Charge, in 
the Difcharge of my Office. The utmoft that his 

Malice 

1 
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Charity with thofe whofe Actions he did not 

approve of; whilft he did his Part, in op- 

poling of Meafures, which they were indu- 

ftrious in the Support of; and more elpeci- 

ally,when a Man of that Sort declared him- 

felf without Referve, and adhered to what 

he profelfed. 

Though 

Malice could attain to, has been to accufe me of keep- 
Tories Company, and having oppoled your Grace's 

Intereft. As to the Firfl, my Lord, I readily own 
that 1 keep both Whig and Tory Company ; and that 
indifferently; never declining either; being of Opi¬ 
nion, that if all Gentlemen did fo, Peace and good 
Neigbourhood would thrive the better, and Party-Strife 
wear off; which has fo unhappily created Breach of 
P riendfhip, in many Places. Could he have charged me 
with Difaffe&ion to the prefent Eflablilhment, I dare 
fay he would ; but in that I defy him. 

As to the other Part, which he meanly alledges 
againft me, of having oppofed your Grace’s Intereff, 
I cannot deny but it has been my Misfortune for¬ 
merly to be oppofite. The fame Motives are not 
always alike cogent, nor ever will be. I can appeal 
to all that know me well, that 1 never entertained 
the leaft perfona! Difrefpedi for your Grace or Fami¬ 
ly; and this Scribler was not aware that he was wri¬ 
ting to a Perfon of Honour, who knows how to 
overlook and generoufly difdain the Remembrance of 

fuch Things. 
Mr. JVhitehcad had indeed fome Caufe to wifh my 

Removal from the Commiffion of the Peace 5 fince to 
his Cofl I would not fufFer that Commiffion to be fet at 
Nought by hum ; when he infolently took a Warrant 
of mine from the Off cer who had the legal Execution 

of 
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Thor there is a Sort of Men for whom he 

had no great Veneration; for he divided Man¬ 

kind into three Clafles, the UPRIGHT, the 

DOWNRIGHT and the SHUFFLER; of 

which Characters, he preferred theFird:, as the 

moil eafily attained and bed: underflood; and 

# next 

"of it, put it in his Pocket, and difcharged the Perfon in 
CuRody; for which I preferred a Bill of Indictment 
again# him at the la# Alfizes. This, my Lord, is 
the real Grief. I humbly beg Pardon for trelpafling 
fo long on fo dirty a SubjeCI, and remain, 

May it pleafe your Grace, 

Your mojl obedient, and 

Refpeftful httmble Servant, 
To his Grace 

the Duke of Bolton. WilL Stephens. 

S * R<> April 25th, 1724. 

T Have received yours, and you have judged very j'uifly, 
that I could not by any Reprefentation (except pro¬ 

ved to me) fo much as hurt your Chara&er, or to have 
an ill Opinion of you; efpecially when it came only 
from Mr. JVbitehead. I fhall be always very glad to 
do you any Service in my Power, and am, 

Sir, 

Your mojl bumble Servant, 

To William Stephens, Efq* 

Bolton. 
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next the Second j becaufe,when once you find 

the Intereft of one of Thefe, you know 

where to Have him; but, looking on the 

Third as amphibious, and poffeffed of the ill 

Qualities of the Second, without his good 

ones, he made a Ballad * on them, and 

fung it to the Tune of * * * *. 

The 

* He Otter and Jockey. 

I. 
\TE j°llv brave Huntfmen, give Ear to my Story, 

I hat s neither relating to Whig or to Tory j 
Such Names I abhor as puzzle the Nation, 1 ’ 
As hard to be conttrued as new Moderation : 

The Thing I fhall tell. 
Which lately befel; 

And is Nothing but what you all know very well, 
How Gentle and Simple, by Land and by Water, 
Went out very boldly to hunt a poor Otter. 

II. 
The Otter long Time ’mong the Willows had netted. 
And many a River full fore had infefted. 

The Trout and the Minnows, the Tench and the 
Gudgeon, 

By him were devour’d by fome People’s judging ; 
At length ’twas thought bett, 
Full eighty Miles Wett, 

To fend for a Dog that could hunt out this Beatt: 
And Jockey mutt drive hirn by Land and by Water, 
Sure never was Sport like this hunting the Otter ! 

III. 
The Hunters all met and each other faluted. 

Two Hundred and Fifty at leaft were computed, 

All 
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The Occafion of it was this: Information 

having been given of an Otter feen, and the 

Gentlemen of the Neighbourhood agreeing 

to hunt him, they adtually fent into the 

Weft-Country for a Dog; but after all, could 

find 
All lufly young Fellows withWeapons tremendous. 
Expecting what Sport Lady Fortune would fend us. 

Some hoopt and fome hift. 
And Jockey, he piff. 

But as for the Otter he thought of it leaft; 
So Jockey walkt by as an idle Spectator, 
And left it to Others to hunt out the Qtt£R 

IV. 
TheSportfmen were Haunch at the Game which they 

hunted, 

And therefore refolv’d they’d not be difappointed, 
Tho’ Jockey was lazy and car’d not a Tittle, 

Cuis, Coxcombs, and Spaniels fhew’d plainly their 
Mettle. 7 

1 hro’ PI allies and Briars, 
Away went the ’Squires, 

Piigs, Cuckolds, and Blackimiths juft hot from their 
Fires; 

But T-n expcdled his Wife and his Daughter 
Would hunt a freih Game while they hunted the Ot¬ 

ter. 

V. 
The Rout for a while thus diHurbed the River, 
Alas! but their Toil proved not worth a Stiver; 
They trod down the Sedge, and kept a great Pother. 
While moll: that they did was to blame one another. 

When all at a Stand, 
And no Otter found, 

A Miller hard by faid he was in his Pond, 

Oh ! then they refum’d their old Vigour and Clutter, 
^nd all except ^ocuey had Hopes at the Otter. 

VI. 
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^ ■ 

find no other Species of Otters than the 

Super-fubtile, who were lying by againft a 

general Election. And whoever knew Joc¬ 

key, or remembers fome Trimmers of thofe 
nr* 
i imes, 

VI. i ' 

The Miller embarking in Boat with flat Bottom, 
His Pond was furrounded with wife Men of Gotham, 
Who gaping intent while the Miller kept thumping, 
A Hole was difeover’d from whence iffued Somethings 

Some faid this and that. 
And I know not wThat: 

But thofe that were knowing faid it was but a Rat: 
Hey Touzcr., hey Jockey the Rabble did mutter. 
And they killed the Ducks, by Miftake, for the O r- 

TER. , - 

VII. 
The M iller tormented to fee his Misfortune, 
Did think it high Time to leave off this Sporting; 
And finding he brought himfclf into a Scrape, 
Was willing the Vermin fhould make his Elcape, 

Yet, fay what we will, 
The Otter s there ftill, 

As fafe in the Pond as the Thief in his Mill. 
But near was a Houfe where all thought it better. 
To tipple, than hunt any more for the Otter. 

VIII. 
Now Trimmers^ like Otters, fay fome People jarring, 
Are neither good Fifh, nor yet Flefh or Red-herring 
They always fufpedl that no Good is defign’d ’em, 
And the Water once troubled you never can And ’em. 

They all of ’em know, ' 
’Twixt high Church and Jew, 

To find an Occalionto move to and fro. 
In Shuffling and Trimming by Land and by Water, 
They take their Advantage as well as the Otter. 
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Times, mu ft allow the Allegory to be good; 

for he often fet out well, and his Courage 

as often failed him, when the Game was 

pulhed by thofe who were more ftaunch. 

It might be the better underftood, if it 

were faid, that, as Mr. Stephens ranked the 

juft Man in the firft Clafs; fo, he that avow¬ 

ed Iniquity and ftuck at Nothing was of the 

Second; but thofe of the Third are more 

numerous, whether they come under the 

Denomination of the Cunning, the Perfidi¬ 

ous, the Referved, the Timid, the Shuffler 

or Amphibious j for all which he would al¬ 

low ol' but one Clafs or Species, notwith- 

ftanding their great Variety and Difference 
\ 

in Genus. And fuch of them, as were once 

found neftling among the Willows, he ne¬ 

ver much liked, no more than he did an 
9 ♦ 

Otter, Miller, or Brewer, whether a High- 

low or a Low-high ; which with him figni- 

fied an impudent Strut, fometimes feen in 

the Unbred and Ill-bred, in Contrail to the 

mean Spirit, too often found among their 

Betters. 

X But 
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But, to illuftrate his Meaning ft ill farther, 

he ranked Mr. Strachey and his own Son in 

the firftClafsj not doubting but a thoufand 

others, in this Kingdom, might each find as 

many of the like, among their Acquaintance: 

But the worfhipful, his fteady Grand-father, 

who could better fwallow a Bolus than him- 

felf could do a Pill, it is to be feared, was 

but of the Second; as were Kouli Kan, alias 

Sfiaw Nadir, the Lord Protedtor, and the 

Grand Corrupter. And as for the Oppo¬ 

nents of the laft, who did not always mean 

what they faid, he looked upon them as 

amphibious; not excepting a northern Po¬ 

tentate and his Train j who not a dead Mark, 

like a Mag-pye of the fecond Clafs, muft be 

taken running, or moving to and fro. 

The lefter Sort of thefe Water-vermin he 

paid fo very little Regard to, that if he was 

to look up now, (as he was accuftomed to 

do, or ftrait forwards, but never fideways,) 

and to fee an Animal neftling in any Ruins 

at Whitehall, or moving to and fro betwixt 

the Bank-Mc and the Stream that runs that 

Way from Lincolns-Inn-Fields, he would 

trace 
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trace him; ’till, by the Width of his Step, 

he could find the Length of his Leg ; and 

if it was but a Rat he would let it pafs a- 

mong the innumerable Diminutives.* 

There is another Sort of which he had no 
#■ 

Notion; thisfeemstobenotfo much depreffed 

as the former, and is often found among Ship-* 

ping, with theHead above W ater and aT ortoife 

in its Teeth, betwixt two amphibious Bealls, 

one looking downwards, the other alkew.-f- 

But if he was to liften, and, at the lame 

Time, to hear a Creature of a larger Size 

Moving To and Fro, with great Strides; 

and was to catch him doubling in the old 

Track of others, he would fulpedl him lurk¬ 

ing, a little fometimes, among the Ofiers, in 

order to prey upon Gudgeons; a Sort of Filh, 

of which there is great Abundance, and are 

X 2 eafily 

* To what can a Man be compared better, who, 
not unmindful of himfelf, though unjuft to others, 
does as he is bid, to keep a good Mace, whilft he re¬ 
ceives a goo—d Box ? 

+ What Praife is due to a Man fo fit to be foie Se¬ 
cretary for Plantations, as to be ignorant of, or connive 
at the Abufes of fome of the Rulers, as well as the 
governed; and particularly where a Lieutenant has 
been long a Witnefs of a moft fcandalousTrade ? Such 
Connivance here is bad, whether from Love or Fear of 
fuch Potentates there. 
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cafily taken when the Water is disturbed, as 

it is very apt to be in that River. But he 

would wait before he hunted him, to fee 

whether it might not turn out a downright 

Land-Animalj for tho’ fuch are often noxi¬ 

ous, yet he Might prove Ample and inoffen- 

five, or perhaps ufeful.' 

It having been already obferved what En- 

glijh Prejudices Mr. Stephcm entertained in 

regard to his Country; fo, as others, as Strong 

againft the Proceedings of his Countrymen, 

contributed to his Ruin, they ought not to be 

palfed over without Notice; for notwithstand¬ 

ing he was a Man of great Forbearance, yet if 

he did refent, which was veryfeldom,he never 

cared to have any Communication with the 

Perfon again. And it is very remarkable, not¬ 

withstanding his Love of Society, Affability 

of Temper, and Averlion to Dilputes, in 

Affairs either of a publick or private Nature, 

that he could fcarce conceal the DiSguSt he 

took, fometimes, to thofe who were bought 

with a Price to betray their TruSt, in regard 

to the former; altho’ he was too apt, per¬ 

haps, to give up a Point, rather than quarrel 

for 
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for the Sake of his own private Intereft: But 

Breach of Faith, efpecially in publick Con¬ 

cerns, he thought unpardonable. Therefore, 

not granting that this Nation muft neceffarily 

be undone, becaufe others have been, and even 

the mighty States of Holland, are likely to 

fuffer an almoft totaWEclipfe, he would have 

no Hand in its Deftrudtion; and, though he 

allowed that it might be ruined, he would 

not partake of the Plunder, meerly becaufe 
4- 

others did fo,—who could fee no further in¬ 

to fuch future Events, than to prophefy the 

Fall of a Building, ffiaken by themfelves. 

Thefe were the Men to whom he preferr’d 

Kings; becaufe the Great who are in Office 

under them, being bound to obey only the 

lawful Commands of their Sovereign • and 

not bound to ferve, whenever they ceafe to 
J . - 

be fuch, they might advife and refign, with 

as much Decency, as to bully and throw 

up, when he does not gratify their extr^a- 

gant Ambition or infatiable Avarice •''and 

becaufe, in his Name, they put in and turn 

out $ as, in that of the Publick, they let 

Him up and pud Him down, for the lame 

Reafon 
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Reafon and from the fame Motive : And if 

their Conduit is called in Queftion, and they 

can’t eafily bring their Prince into the Scrape; 

it is vindicated by a Swarm of Scriblers, em¬ 

ployed to make a Jumble of Comparifons, 

and to charge preceding Reigns and Mini- 

Iters with Crimes unknown. Tho’ he allow¬ 

ed that the Failings of the Stuarts were great, 

yet that they did not extenuate Crimes com¬ 

mitted lince, of which bafe Invention and 

falfe Reports are an Aggravation. So, if 

the Great, for the Time being, are faid to 

be wrong, you are ftunn’d with Cries againft 

the old ones; as that the States of the uni¬ 

ted Provinces are in Debt equal to ourfelves, 

the Finances of France are worfe than our 

own, and that their Trade is quite ruined: 

Which, whether altogether true or not, ferve 
\ t 

firft to confound, and then to juftify every 

deftrudive Meafure, or Scheme, as wild as 

the General’s of marching his Regiment 700 

$Iiles from Georgia through the Woods to 

Moubille; and from thence to go and take 

the City of Mexico, which was propofed be¬ 

fore he left St. Augujiin behind him, and 

returned 
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returned to Frederica, afterwards attacked in 

Turn by the Spaniards. 

Though fuch Geniuffes are not always to 

be depended upon, his Stratagem in defend¬ 

ing himfelf with 700 Men againft 2000, 

may deferve to be mentioned here, it having 

been omitted in a more proper Place. Up¬ 

on Intelligence of their intended March, of 

10 or 12 Miles through the Woods from St. 

Simons, where the Spaniards had landed in 

order to attack Frederica, he lay in Ambufh j 

and aDeferter coming in to them, his Piece 

went off by Accident; upon which, fays the 

General, That Fellow has ruined us, hang 

him up; but thofe who knew he was inno¬ 

cent interceded for his Life: Then, replied 

the General, let him make his Efcape; for 

he knows our Number to be few, and will 

fay that they are fo; and order’d a Letter to 

be wrote, by one fufpedted or known to cor- 

relpond with the Enemy, fetting forth the 

Strength of the Garrifon to be double what 

it was; and that a Reinforcement of Militia, 

Indians, &c. equal to that double Force, was 

hourly expected j which Letter, it is faid,was 

carried 
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carried to the Spaniards, by a Defperado, hired 

for that Purpofe, and that uponReceipt there¬ 

of, they hanged the other, and decamped. 

But to return :—Mr. Stephens made great 

Allowance for Kings, though fome in Eng¬ 

land had brought Troubles upon themfelvcs, 

which they might have avoided; particular¬ 

ly he, that loft his Head, would not have 

fuffer’d by the Hands of thofe Blood-thirfty 

Men, who trampled on his Dignity in that 

Manner which they did, if he had been re- 

gardlefs of the Prerogative or Bulwark againft 

the many-headed Monfter, that inteftineFoe 
I 

to the Peace of thefe Realms, the Spirit of 

Democracy:—That his Son Charles's Reign 

might have been more tranquil, if he had 

paid due Regard to his Prerogative, and been 

more juft than witty:-That his Brother 

might have reigned longer, had he not been 

obftinate in a foolijh Affair, which few a- 

bout him had any Regard for:-That, if. 

the Deliverer had returned Home without a 

Crown, he would not have felt a Thorn in 

it; and that he ought to have humour’d the 

Dilfenters in every Thing, tho’ they would 

have 



( u6\) ) 

llave 'been as content with Nothing :—That 

if his weak Sifter-in-law had continued and 

protraflcd the War, in which he had enga¬ 

ged, no Body knows theRefult; or how great 

the Advantage would have been, even to 

thofe who hated her, as much as ihe loved 

her Country. 

The Errors and Omiflions of thefe in our 

own Nation are too conipicuous to pafs un¬ 

heeded : Though he thought that a King¬ 

dom often fuffer’d more from the bxife Contri¬ 

vances of its own Natives, than from the 

Monarch, on whom the Blame falls; and 

this might be exemplified in many Inftances 

of fome foreign Countries, but little known, 

and the lefs they are known the better, to 

this. ■ 

However, In further Defence of Monar¬ 

chy andMonarchs ; fuppofe the King of one 

Country was invited to another; and for In- 

ftance, the laft Scene, in America, bringing; 
O O 

to Mind a barbarous People ; fuppofe the 

Sachem * of the Habivahns, or of any other 

tautlandifli Folk, was made to believe, by a 

y Tribe 

* Chief. 
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Tribe of Wheegulps, that they would make 

him a great King over the Ingeelees, and to 

rule in Peace ; and fuppofe the former Part 

of his Reign to be aifturbed both by the dif- 

contented Wheegulps and the ‘Teerooreeroos; 

as alfo, that the very Pleads of that Tribe, 

who invited him, did it only to serve 

private Interest; and that therefore they 

regarded not him nor his Office lb much as 

a Pojl: No Marvel then, if he difcover’d a 

Hankering after his own Country, from 

whence they brought him, and where he 

could have more of his Will; or, it being 

the Objedt of his Wiffi and Defire, if he 

were to make it rich with the Spoils of a 

Strange People; or, in Cafe his antient Ter¬ 

ritories were to be invaded by the Nations of 

Candanians, Hanganians, the Mujkitovies or 

Sweevites; if, to defend his own, helkinn’d 

all the Vermin, among fo perverfe a Gene¬ 

ration, whether Otters, Rats, or Badgers, 

where would be the Surprize; or who could 
l . * 

find Fault with it ? 

Mr. Stephens allowed Kings to have their 

Sympathies and Antipathies as well as other 

tho’ 
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Men; tho’ he held their Office fo facred, that, 

let who would fit on the Throne, he would 

icarce fo much as fay the King was in the 

Wrong; but would have rofe from his Grave 

at hearing the Beloved Man * of the Ingee- 

lees fay, it was for the good of their Country 

that their Skins fhould be fent to Hahnvahn. 

He would have told him, 

One may fpeak with a Tully’r cTo?igue, 

And ail the while be in the Wrong. 

Prior. 

One might fancy a Dialogue, betwixt his 

Ghoft and fuch a ghoftly Patriot. 

Gh. I am here to tell you, that tho’ this 

War, carried on for the Sake of the 
r » ^ v 

Habnvahns Country, fhould prove fuc- 

cefsful, you will injure your own ; and 

therefore do you wage War, and that 

a mighty one, with the Candanians on¬ 

ly, who want to take your Country from 

you; by which War you will be more 

enabled to affift the others. 
t *-4 t * r i 

Pa. The Fleets which I fend out are vafi: y 
Y 2 and 

* Firft in Council. 



and I have more Men in Anns than 

they can mufter in all Candania. 

Gh. But you lend great Fleets to take lit¬ 

tle Forts. 
•• v - - fc +* 'w' ) » , .A'i/J ■ 

Pa. If I had fent fuch a Force again fL 
O 

Candania as our Country might have 

done, it would have put lo Ipeedy an 

End to the War, that neither our War¬ 

riors nor Beloved Men would have rea¬ 

ped fufficient of that Glory in which is 

their Delight. 

Gh. YourExpeditions mifcarryfometimes, 

notwithftanding they are fent againft 

trifling Places, unheard of almoft ’till 

now. 

Pa. I plan them well; but alas! our Men 

of War wafte that Time in holding a 

Talk, which ihould be employed in 

making an Attack, 

Gh. No Nation ever produced better Men, 

feme few who encamp among the Wigg- 

waamSj* excepted. 

Pa. That’s very true indeed; but loving 

Command for the Sake of a glorious 

Shew, 
* A Ho life in the Singular, and theiiW ords, being lew,, 

a Town in the PluraLJNumber. 
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Shew, thefe very Warlike Men will 

* j 

have it; and, behind the Screen of the 

old Wiggiaaatn, where all the Beloved 

Men hold their Talk, are of too great 

Confequence to themfelves, to be con¬ 

trolled by me. 

Gh. If you had pulled down that old Wigg- 

'waam and ereftcd a new one in the 

Manner you talkt of, they would have 

had no Screen there. 

Pa. It being built after the Model of a 

famous great Architect, in the Time of 

our Sachem’s Father, and commodious 

for holding a Talk foreign to the Inte¬ 

relf of the Inge ekes, he would not per- 

. mit it. 

Gh. If you had infilled upon that, as 

much as your coming into Place, it 

had not been denied you. 

Pa. The old Builders being agalnft it, I 

was afraid to undertake it of myfelf. 

Gh. There is no Want of Artificers, whole 

Affiftance you may depend upon. 

Pa. But had I proceeded againft the Will 

of the Sachem in pulling down the old 

V/iggsvaainy 
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Wigg'waam,, he would have employed 

another Builder, and I fhould have loft 
my Flace perhaps. 

Gh. You would have preferved the Af- 

fediions of tlie Nation of Inggglees 

though. 

Pa. Without Sal-- there is no Savour. 

Gb. That s confeffing you don’t defign to 

die a Martyr to your Country. 

Pa. Ibelieve it is beft to prop the old Wigg~ 

•waam till-- 

Gh. It falls about your Ears. You talk § 

likeaWarrior, and aft like aPappufch.* 

Pa. Why, fince a Report has been ipread, 

that I humm’d the Old Squaah ••f' and 

humpt the Young-one, fome of the 

Builders, whom I fhould employ, are 

faid to be grown fhy. 

Gh. The old Woman is too good to be 

abufed, tho’ credulous, and unhappy 

in a giddy, idle Daughter, who betray¬ 

ed her Vanity in the Days of Skeefen.+ 

But 
§ Than which, Nothing is more contemptible in the 

Eyes of an Indian. 
* Child. 
j Woman or Wife. 
% SeeFoI.44. 
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But as you have taken from her what 

you can’t reftore, the beft and only Re- 

compence you can make is to marry 

her. And for the future, fay no more 

of what you will do, but what you 

have done. Wafte not her Wealth, nor 

deftroyherMother’sSonsinmadSchemes 

and Enterprizes, as ill concerted as con¬ 

duced j by which, and Love of Bor¬ 

rowing, the Tork-Buildings Company 

became Bankrupts when their real Ca¬ 

pital exceeded all their Debts. Re¬ 

member, as a fad Example, how great 

the Georgian Hero might have been 

amone mortal Men, when he took his 

Station in the Moon ; Mark him tum¬ 

bling out, and how much beneath them 

he after fell; when as heedlefs of Credit, 

as regardlefs of Blood and Treafure, 

(inftead of extending his Territories to 

Moubille, as by this Time he might have 

done,) he decamped with an Army of 

SpeCres, which haunt the Brains of 

ambitious Men; till, bewildered, they 

are loft in Purfuit of Fame.—Regard 

not 



( i7 6 ) 

not idle Tales, nor harbour Fears as i- 

dle : But be bold and fear not; down 

with the old Wiggwaam, it is not yet 

too late; and there is no Want of Hands 

■ who will help thee to let up a new one. 

Let the Building be plain and open, 

without Party-wall or Screen; the Ma¬ 

terials mull: be all of IngeelecanGrowth, 

the Heart quite found and untouch’d: 

Beit without paltry Ornaments or taw¬ 

dry Gilding, and without Flowers which 

harbour Infedts and heterogenous Ani¬ 

mals, filthy corrupted Vermin.-Let 

not the Building be narrow, but Ipaci- 

ous enouph to receive all the contend- 

ing Tribes. There do thou make, and 

keep Peace among them. Teach the 

Tribe of JVheeguJps Honefty, and the 

Tribe of 'Teeroor-eeroos Wifdom. For 

Beloved Men chufe thofe whole Hearts 

are * llrait; and they will find thee cho- 

fen Warriors to vanquilh foreign Foes; 

as thou wilt do domeftic, without Ax 

or Halter, or turning out for the Sake 

of 
* True. 
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of putting in. For you know, that it is a 

landing Maxim, He who declines the 

Service to which he is called, declines 

his Command alio.—And fo lhalt thou 

reclaim the Daughter, and give Length 

of Days to the Mother: But break not 

her Heart left you hate your own. 

The Sprite vanished, and left him penfive. 

MR. STEPHENS obferved, though there 

are Inftances of barbarous Nations being ci¬ 

vilized, yet that Hiftory does not give a great 

Number, from among thofe once funk in 

Luxury, which did ever recover their prif- 

tine Strength and Vigour. Not that he be¬ 

lieved the Fall of Empires was always ow¬ 

ing to Effeminacy in the People, or that they 

became really enervated by living well. 

And notwithftanding it was his Opinion, 

that the exceffive Extravagance in this Coun¬ 

try, for a Gratification of the fenfual Appe¬ 

tites and Pleafures, might in fome Particu¬ 

lars furpafs the Luxury of the old Romans, 

as in that of the * ‘furtier; fetting afide Ibme 

Z few 

* A Veffel fent on Purpofe to bring Turtle from the 
IV,Jl- 
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few delicate Triflers, it was likewife his Opi¬ 

nion too, that the People are hill fo far them- 

felves, that the Labourer is as ftrong, the 

Hufbandman as diligent, the Merchant as 

bold, the Soldier as brave, the Seaman as in¬ 

trepid, the Studious as learned, the Gentle¬ 

man as agil, and the Fair as virtuous, as in 

any Nation or Country whatever. 

But, at the fame Time, he foretold that 

fome Vices which were creeping in would 

be the Overthrow of us too foon; and in 

particular, Avarice, the Attendant of the vo¬ 

luptuous and luxurious as well as the penu¬ 

rious, as Hypocrify is of Avarice ; for, who¬ 

ever ventures his own Money at Play, co¬ 

vets another’s, whether he wants it or not; 

and he that covets will not lofe an Advan¬ 

tage} and, if fuch a Man will cheat his Com¬ 

panion, he is avaricious. 

If then a Man of Education becomes fo 

abandoned to this Vice, that he will hake 

his Fortune to ruin his Friend, he will fell 

his Country to retrieve his Fortune, and 

though 

Wejl-lndles, when he was the heft Man who could 
eat moft; but the Projedt failed, becaufe they died in 
the Paflage, and not becaufe of the Expence. 
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though perhaps, at firft, he may receive a 

Check from his Monitor, 

Some Voice of God clofe whifperingfrom with- 

m . 

Wretch! this is Villainy and this is Sin! 

. . Pope. 

Yet Confcience once laid quiet, the Sin grows 

too familiar for him to make a Boggle at a- 

ny Thing for the Sake of Gain; and he goes 

on, in Sight of Servants, to whom Admo¬ 

nition are not wanting, and of Children, on 

whom no Expence is Ipared for a virtuous 

Education; but-what an Example ? 

And he thought the Cafe was pretty much 

the fame with all who played the Game, 

whether of St. S——’s or St. A->r s; to 

one of which the Spendthrift and the more 

fordid Mifer are equally addidted; and he 

that will perfevere in any one Refpedt, know¬ 

ing himfelf to be wrong, is not to be trufted 

in any other. 

If a Chance at one of thefe Seminaries 

happens to finifh what Horfe-racing, Build¬ 

ing, Gardening, Routing, and Drumming, to* 

Z 2 gether 
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gether with Drefs, Equipage, Furniture and 

other Vanities have left undone; the Other is 

as open to him as to One, who, under the 

Made of Frugality, goes for the fame End, 

and with the fame View of Gain in order to 

gratify fome particular Plealure. 

Suppofe a Midfhipman was to walk the 

Quarter-Deck in a fpeckled Shirt and Trow- 

lers, he might think it fufficient that he did 

his Duty; but it might be expected too, that, 

as he was better paid, he fhould be better 

dreffed than a Man before the Mad:; as he 

would for Diftintlion or Decency Sake, if 

he did not intend to lpend his Pay, in Drink¬ 

ing, Wenching, or fome idle Vanities alhore. 

And fo, if a thrifty C-of R--- was no 

more to fill his Office than when he was an 

Apprentice there; it might be prefumed, tho’ 

he would do as he was bid, that fome Vanity, 

l'uch as Title, or Badge and String, without 

Merit, induced him to fave his Pay. As a Gen¬ 

tleman of the Law obferved, if a Student 

came into Court a Sloven in the Morning, 

that he was a Beau at Night, 

Or 
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Or if a L-of 1“-, with a fmall 

Eftate, was troubled with the Diftemper of 

Building, it is moll likely that he would 

think fit at laft to yield, in order to obtain 

Relief. 

And if aS-:ylikewife, of exalted I- 

deas was fatigued, with planning Expediti¬ 

ons of Wheelbarrows, he would comply, 

for the Sake of relaxing in the delightful 

Amufement of Walks and Shades, Fruits 

and Rivers, beheld from the Mount he had 

raifed; where, from blowing hot and cold he 

enjoyed a fweet Breeze, with a Prolpedt un¬ 

bounded of Ships occupying great Waters, 

and Armies fighting in foreign Countries. 

If Play were confined to St. A—■-rs 

and the like, it might be only changing the 

Property of a few Profligates, which would 

fall into the Hands of the Induftrious; but 

when the Contagion Ipreads to fuch a De¬ 

gree, that, being countenanced by turning 

a great Seat of Wifdom into a Gaming-houfe, 

the Vice of Covetoufnefs is catched by every 

County, City and Borough in the Kingdom : 

And, if the Malk be laid afide, and he is 

the 
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the beft Man that gets or fpends mod, what 

a Corruption of Manners muft enfue, when 

Luxury, with Covetoufnefs, Hypocrify and 

its other attendant Vices, become as gene¬ 

ral among the Ignorant, as they are already 

among the Knowing! 

He thought of Nations as of Women, 

that they do not become abandoned to Pro- 

ftitution at once; but thatModefty, of which 

there is a Species, though different, in both 

Sexes, being once loft, there is as little Senfe 

of Honour and Credit left in the one, as of 

Virtue and Reputation in the other; and 

that, tricking as trick can, for the Support 

of their Vanities, they vie in Fraudulency 

till a Man cannot truft his Neighbour. 

Mr. Stephens was indeed as fuperftitious in 

political as in religious Affairs; and reflect¬ 

ing upon the State of the Nation, as well as 

upon the Difpofitions of the People, he was 

of Opinion that it would fall, tho’ it might 

rife again out of its own Afhes; for that nei¬ 

ther the Strength, Diligence, Agility, Bravery, 

Intrepidity, or Learning of the Men, will a- 

ny more defend us againft the fatal Confe- 

quences 
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quences of Bribery, than Hypocriiy will a- 

gainft Avarice, or the Beauty of the Fair a- 

gainft an Enemy in open Arms. 

He often faid, that amidft all the Wealth 

and Grandeur of this Nation, it would be 

brought to Straits; from advanced Rents to 

fupport theLandlord’sExtravagance inTown; 

from the Luxury of the Pedant in the Coun¬ 

try, and from the Taxes, for Payment of In- 

terefts and Support of Government; which 

all together, would raife the Price of our 

Commodities; till, by a Decay of Trade, the 

Publick would be as unable to borrow as to 

pay. 
He faid, moreover, that the Nation might 

be brought to this Pafs by contending (inju- 

dicioujly) with Enemies for the Sake of de¬ 

fending our Friends; for that after our Ene¬ 

my, ruined already in our Imagination, found 

the Debt was fufficient to embarrafs All the 

Change-Alley Men, an honourable Peace would 

be worth a Million of Louifdores, of which 

he doubted not their Skill to apply; and the 

more fo, as it might create a War among 

Ourfelves. 
And, 
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And, if it came to that, a Stagnation of Cre¬ 

dit would occafion a Sort of Poverty, of 

which our Enemies might avail themfelves, 

as our Friends have done of our Riches; for 

Murmuring will fucceed Difcontent, asThat 

does Poverty, till Complaints are brought 

on; and Dilputes running high, for and a- 

gainft the Accufed, till Parties are multiplied. 

Truth and Falfhood will be lb blended, that 

Nothing but the Doctrine of fuftification 

will be believed; when it may be thought 

expedient to encourage the Preachers there¬ 

of, for diverting a Storm in order to be fa~ 

ved-, and, Families being at Variance, from 

fuch a Kind of Democracy, fuch Confufion 

may proceed, as will difable the Nation from 

ever expending another Hundred Millions, 

in Defence of the good old Caufe to which 

they may owe their Ruin ; unlefs it fhould 

happen, as it often does in private Life, that 

a Nation, once become Bankrupt, may ob¬ 

tain frelh Credit, and be traded with more 

Confidence than before. 

But the Building being lb large, that Ro¬ 

bert of Norfolk a frout Plebeian, who could 

pull 
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pull down the Pride of a Prieft, or level a 

Noble, only (hook the Foundation, and left 

one Part leaning againft the other Two j 

therefore a total Demolition of the Fabrick 

may not happen, Till Scandal paffes for Wit, 

and a Grin for good Breeding ; Till Modefty 

is become a Laughing-flock and Plain-deal¬ 

ing ill Manners ; Till Silence is miftaken for 

Harmony, and Defpondency for Unanimi¬ 

ty ; Till the Government lies in neither the 

King, Nobles, nor People; No, nor Till 

Fraud paffes for Wifdom, and Merchants 

turn Counfellors; Till Honefty be thought 

Folly, and Statefmen become Traders; Till 

Avarice is a Virtue, and Nobles turn Sharp¬ 

ers ; Till Hypocrify paffes for Religion, and 

Princes become Methodifts; Nor, in aWord, 
» 

Till Money buys ALL, and Kings turn Ufu- 

rers. However, Until there fhall be a Concur¬ 

rence of thefe Incidents, All may feem right 
- * 

in the Eyes of Three Patriots, renowned for 

their JuJiice, Wifdom, and Refolution. 

MR. STEPHENS, being of a Difpofiti- 

on for an active, rather than a fedentary Life, 

A a and 
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and engaging in Bufmefs whilft young, made' 

no very great Advancement in Learning; and 

the greateft Part of his Time being taken up 

in publick Employments, he had but few 

Leifure-hours to fpare, either for Study 

or Reading, after he left the Univer%; nei¬ 

ther Had he a Tafte for fome Branches, in 

which both his Brother and Son excelled 

him ; particularly the Metaphyfics and Phi- 

loiophy, and luch others as to him feemed 

to be of more Ufe in Schools, than out of 

them, unlefs applicable to, particular Sci¬ 

ences; allowing what is called univerfai 

Knowledge to but very few in Bufmefs: And 

hisTade being rather to dwell with the Lh- 

rng, than to converfe with the Dead, he 

did not penetrate fb far into the Study of 

Divinity, as to quedion the Exigence of a 

Deity, or to deny the Miracles of our Savi¬ 

our, whole Precepts were the Rule qf his 

Life. 

He was not, however, fo ignorant either 

of the Civil or Common Laws of his own 

Country, nor fuch a Stranger to the Funda¬ 

mentals in Government, or the Policy of dif¬ 

ferent 
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ferent Countries, laid down by Hiftorians an- 

tient or modern, as to be unqualified for 

greater Employments than he ever afpired 

to; and as he fhidied Men more than 

Things, and Matter more than Words, he 
_L .f ' t ‘ * t ' 

made himfelf ufeful wherever he went. Tho’ 

he was feldona at a Lofs for what to lay, yet 

he was carelefs as to the Manner in which 

he expreded himfelf; and fo little Regard 

had he to the Power of Language, that he 

never aimed at it; nor would he affed to 

talk much upon Bufiitefs, or to alTume more 

than his Share in Company, In Writing, 

likewife, he never preferred Method to Sub- 

dance, as in the Stile of the feveral preced¬ 

ing Specimens may be ealily perceived, lince 

he dudied only to be underftood; however, 

he was lb accurate and exad, as, by fome, 

to be thought prolix. He often faid, that his 

Pen would not keep Pace with his Thoughts, 

though he made great Diipatch ; and fo cor¬ 

rect was he, that he would write Sheets 

without linking out a Word, and whole 

Quires without Unking out a Line: Indeed, 

his great Abilities wanted a larger Sphere of 

Adion. No 
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No Man, perhaps, notwithstanding, was 

more cautious of hisWords, as well in Speak¬ 

ing as in Writing; for, though he made too 

fure of the Matter to Stand in Need of Re¬ 

traction ; yet an Error of lefs Conlequence 

gave him no fmall Uneafinefs, which created 

a Diffidence of fome of thofe Abilities that 

often turn to the Advantage of Orators; and 

feeing quaint Speakers fometimes at a Lofs, 

and often in Need of Help, as well thofe in 

the Secret as others, he feldom troubled the 

Houfe of Commons with what he could not 

demonstrate in few Words. 

From his Behaviour, considered in the 

three Stages into which his Life is divided, 

and his Steady Adherence to Truth, one might 

be induced to imagine, that he would nei¬ 

ther accept of a great Employment to do as 

he was bid, break his Word i'or the Sake of 

the bejl Men in the City, or fear to make the 

the Ufe intended of a Power given him by 

the People-once of a Mind! 

And by his Oeconomy in private Affairs, 

as well as in publick, it might be fuppofed, 

that he would not think the giving 7000 L 

to 
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to fave the Nation 100,000l.per Ann. fo well 

worth the Attention of the Publick, as the 

giving 500,000 /. to an Ally for Contingent 

ces, or as the advancing the like Sum to a 

Com miffary, where a much larger might 

be difpenfed with; efpecially as the Wif- 

dom of our Condudt in America, is a Proof, 

that all mull: be right which is done in Ger¬ 

many > where a War is mod miraculcully 

grown out of Ohio, and not from any At¬ 

tachment whatever, that is foreign to the 

Intereft of this Nation. 

Though he was punctual to his Word, 

and lo eafy of Accefs to the pooreft, that he 

never bifappointed, or kept any Body in Suf- 

pence; yet he was not fuch a Slave to o- 

thers, but he would keep People to their 

Time, that he might have fome to himfelf: 

And, being no great Worldling, he would 

relax, it may be faid, rather than indulge: 

Particularly in Eating and Drinking; for at 

Breakfalt he was abftemious, feldom exceed¬ 

ing two Dilhes, and thofe moftly of Coffee. 

At Dinner, he fed heartily on fojnething 

plain, and had done quickly faying, when 

others 
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Others were enjoying themfelves at Trencher- 

work, “ I wifh I could live without itAs 

to Supper, he ate none j taking a Pipe of To¬ 

bacco and a Draught of Ale only, before he 

went to Reft; fo temperate was he in all 

Things, the Ufe of Tobacco only excepted; 

ior, belides a Pipe, early in the Morning, and 

another the laft Thing at Night, he would 

fmoak as many in the Day as he could afford 

Time for, but without a Drop of Liquor; 

for though he could drink hard, and fit up 

late, they were neither of them his Choice; 

nor would he do either fo far as to be dif- 

compofed the next Day; of which he was 

fcldom in any great Danger, as the firft Dif- 

order he found from Wine, was a Loathing 

at the Sight of others, intoxicated by drinking 

to Excefs. 

Mr. Stephens had, doubtlefs, a very ftrong 

Conftitution, being fcarce ever lick in his 

Life. Tho’ he was rather of a large Stature, 

yet,as to hisPerfon,he was handfomeenough, 

and his Complexion and Countenance were 

florid and open; he was a Gentleman of fo 

great Vivacity, and fo quick a Senfation, that 

it 
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it was with Difficulty he could conceal fuch 

of his Paffions, as were predominant, par¬ 

ticularly Love and Joy, or their Oppofites, 

Anger and Grief; and having none of the 

diabolical Faculties, fuch as Revenge, Envy, 

or Avarice, he was the lefs felicitous of ap¬ 

pearing in that Dilguile, which is neceffary 

to compafs Great Defigns; but this laid 

him open to theDESiGNiNG; for as he meant 

no Harm himfelf, he was the lels fulpicious 

of any Artifice or clandeftine Procee dings in* 

others, efpecially fuch as he miftook forMea 

of Honour. And therefore, entertaining too 

favourable an Opinion of thole he converfed 

with, he engaged too far in their Affairs; for, 

when once he was convinced that hewas right 

in the Object, his Warmth of Temper 

prompted him to purfoe it, without Regard 

to Perfons and Times, though not to Cir- 

cumftancesj of which, indeed, none can 

judge properly but the Profound. 

Thefe untoward Qualities proved his Un¬ 

doing in the End; for, not being formed for 

our Great Employments, he neither could 

manage a Borough with .Judgment, nor even 

' betray 
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betray his Friend to promote the Intereft of 

his own-as he might have done, and 

not left them Beggars, if he •>—-—■ - 

■-had a JViJh Jo mean as to be great. 

HE had feven Sons and two Daughters; 

of which William the eldeft, who has been 

occalionally mentioned in the Courfe of this 

Hiftory, difcovered a Propenfity to Learning 

when at a Grammar- fchool at Newport; 

from whence he was fent to Winchejler, 

where he diftinguifhed himfelf again; and 

afterwards toi?W?f s-College in Oxford, from 

whence he was eleded Fellow of All-Souls; 

and being brought up in the Civil-Law-Line, 

he; made a Proficiency in the Study of it, and 

took the Degree of Dcdor of Laws; tho’ 

Divinity was always his Choice; which, in 

Duty to his Father he laid afide, greatly a- 

gainft his Inclination, and not without much 

Entreaty. 

Accordingly, being entered of the Temple, 

he applied himfelf to the Common Law, and 

Was palled to the Bar; when, knowing the 

Particulars of his Father’s Circumftances, he 

commended 



commended his Wifdom in bringing him up 

to that Profeffion; not only becaufe the 

Chance he had, of riling in it, was greater 

than that of his Preferment in the Church; 

but becaufe he might be more at Liberty to 

make the mod: of the Edate which was then 

left; tho’ it happened too late; for, as their 

Poverty became apparent, they were deferted 

by their Friends; and being involved in the 

Affairs of the Family, to whom he was a 

Father in their Troubles, he was interrupted 

in his Practice, which he had followed 

with no lefs Perfeverance than Reludtance; 

Until, at lad, he gave the following Rea- 

fons to his Father, who was grieved, for his 

changing his Bar-Gown into that of a Ca¬ 

nonical one, fo long wilh’d for; of which 

they neither of them had fo good an Opini- 

nion, in general, as of the Lawyers; whofe 

Pomp the Son made merry with, on Sight of 

their Proceffion to Wejhninfter-Hall, faying, 

“ if I don’t get fo much, I don’t Ipend lb 

<c much.” 

“ Tho’ the Law (faid he) is an honoura- 

“ ble Profedion ; yet a drong Conditution 

B b “ is, 
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is abfolutely neceffary to rife or get rich 

in it; beiides which, either a large Inte- 

rcfb, or a good Acquaintance with great 

Attornies is indilpenfibly requifite. The 

Fil'd: I never had j the Second, if it ever 

exifted, is loft; and, not having attained 

the T hird, I never made much above a 

“ hundred Pounds in any one Year of the 

“ twelve of my Practice; tho’ I have atten- 

£< cied the Circuits, and been ftewing every 

“ Term in Courts, where the very Town is 

“ my Averfion. And this is the Cafe with 

“ many others of fuperior Abilities, who 

“ drudge on, and hackney out their whole 

“ Lives to as little Purpofe, as I have alrea- 

“ dy done the beft Part of mine.” 

In 1736, he was ordained at Wells, in or¬ 

der to his Qualification for a Curacy, at Cleve 

in Scmerfetjhire, which he undertook only 

during the Life of an infirm Incumbent; 

from thence he went to another at Lockinge 

in Berkjhire, likewife for a Time; and after 

that to one at Hafely in Oxfordjhire; from 

whence he commenced Vicar of Barking in 

Eff 'ex, in the Gift of the College of All-Souls, 

which 

-r - -v — 
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which fell to him in 1746, upon the Death 

of Mr. Owen, his Predecefifor and Fellow- 

collegian; where he officiated, till feized 

with a Fever, in a bad Habit of Body, which 

got the Afcendant over him after many Years 

Struggle, and dying on the27th of Janua¬ 

ry 1750, in the 53d Year of his Age, he 

was interr’d in the Church-yard there, ac¬ 

cording to his Defire. 

This Man inherited ail his Father’s Vir¬ 

tues, to which he added a greater Command 

of Temper than the other; who fas before 

obferved) was never taught to check it, by 

thofe who had ftudied more to pleafe than 

to improve him. 

The firft Part of his Life was Ipent in a 

clofe Application to Books, particularly in 

both moral and divine Philofophy; which, 

with the Knowledge of Men that he had ac¬ 

quired, made him as fit to live (tho’ not to 

get Money) in this World, as he was prepa¬ 

red for another. Thefe enabled him to hear 

up under his Misfortunes with fuch Patience 

and Fortitude; that if the Motto, 0 Pater 

omnipotent, fat Voluntas tuafeat in Ceelo, fc 

B b 2 etiam 
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etiam in ’Terra, which he prefixed to his 

, # U , ; .. 

Will, was not for ever before his Eyes, it 
' '■■■ ■ 

was deeply imprinted on his Heart; for his 
■ l 

Troubles came upon him much heavier than 
J • 

he expected, when about Thirty Years of 

Age; inafmuch that great Part of his Time 

was employed ever after in Endeavours to 

fupport and provide for the Reft of the Fa¬ 

mily ; which he thought more incumbent on 

him than to profecute the Study of Divinity, 

his great Delight. He therefore left very 

little of hisCompofitions behind him, order¬ 

ing in his Will, that all his Manulcript Ser¬ 

mons fhould be burnt; which his Executor 

might have fpared without a Crime, as they 

had gained him the Applaufe of learned Au¬ 

diences and full Churches. 

He was of a moderate Stature, and his 

Body rather thin than corpulent; his Com¬ 

plexion was dark-brown; his Nofe promi¬ 

nent, and his Eyes lively; he was very ac¬ 

tive tho’ his Conftitution was never ftrong; 

which was hurt, and his Elealth greatly im¬ 

pair’d by a too fevere Application to his Studies 

in his Youth; he was fprightly, and, tho’ 

ferious. 
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ferious, rather chearful than grave, being 

never affeded with the Spleen; he was al¬ 

ways very abftemious in his Diet and mo¬ 

derate in all Things, from a Study of the 

Paffions ; and tho’ his own were very ftrong, 

Compaffion and Benevolence were predo¬ 

minant ; w'hich endear’d him to his Parifhi- 

oners fo far, that his moft intimate Friends 
t 

and Relations could not lament his Lofs, 

with greater AfFedion : For all of them ef- 

teemed him as an agreeable Companion, a 

lincere Friend, a good Neighbour, an excel¬ 

lent Preacher, a diligent Paftor, and a pious 

Chriftian ; and, in a Word, One who was 

ftridly juft, and truly generous.-Poor 

Qualifications for Preferment! 

MR. STEPHENS left no other Children 

of fuch Note as to merit a Place in this Hi- 

ftory, though they were a Family, it muft 

be allowed, as little addided to Vice as moftj 

except the ambitious Oliverian Dodor, who 

ftoop’d for the Eftate : And therefore, not- 

withftanding neither his Avarice nor Hy- 

pocrify were fo remarkable, but that he 

might 
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might even now, have palled among th6le 

who do pals for a good Sort of Menj yet it 

mull be confelfed that his Worihip appears 

to have been fitly qualified to ferve in any 
Times. 

And now the Family is nearly extindl, 

there being very few left, except the two 

Daughters of the Phyfician, who are in Pof- 

feffion of antient Cock Crouch, it being the 

almoll only Part of the Ellate which the Fa¬ 

mily is at prefent poffelled of, and returned 

to the Richard’s again, in whofe Name it 

flood in the Time of Awdrey, and who were 

then the elder Branch : For tho’ the Chil- 

men of Mr. Stephens’s Daughter are taken 

Cai e of, yet thole of his youngell Son, three 

Orphans in Georgia, are left Minors, to be 

fed by him who feeds the Ravens. Thanks 

to the Times ; and to the Condudt of Mr. 

./ jegge, of Lord Halifax, and of Mr. Pitt; 

or otherwife the Duke of Newcafle would 

have faved them, by doing Service to his 

Country. 

F I N I S. 
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